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LETTERS 

OF LADY MART 

WORTLEY MONTAGUE 

LETTER I. 

To IBB COUATIIS OF . 



Rotterdam, Aug. 3, O. S. 1716. 

1 vlattir myself, dear sister, that I shall give y< 

/ some pleasure in letting you know that I have safe 

> passed the sea, though ws had the ill fortune of 

f storm. We were persuaded by the captain of tl 

. -i»v .•►■*•..'. yacht to set out in a calm, and he pretended the 

' *■ <■ was nothing so easy as to tide it over ; but, after tv 

■'".'. ^ T* * , .day* slowly moving, the wind blew so hard, that noi 

- o ■' - of the sailors could keep their feet, and we were 1 

; £ ^W sunday night tossed very handsomely. I nevei- saw 

^fa** «ffyman more frighted than the captain. For my part. 

-'* * have been so lucky, neither to suffer from fear n< 

'sea-sickness ; though, I confess, I was so impatient 

r. ■ ■> "* see myself once more upon dry land, th&t I would n 

1 ''{'%'l stay till the yacht could get to Rotterdam, but wei 

in the long-boat to Helvoetsluys, where we had vc 

tores to carry ns to the Briel. I was charmed wil 

the neatness of that little town; but my arrival 

Rotterdam presented me a new scens oi ^«asw 

AS the streets are paved mth "btoaA %\«o» >V 
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before many of the meanest artificers doors are pla- 
ce.' seats of various-coloured marbles) so neatly kepi, 
that 1 assure yon, 1 walked almost all over the town 
yesterday, incognito, in my slippers, withonl re- 
, cei vine; one spot of dirt ; and yon may set the Dnlch 
. -niaids washing tlie pavement of ilie street with morn 
. .application than ours doonrbcd-chaiubers.Thetown 
. seenis so full of people, with such busy faces, all ii 
' motion, that I can hardly fancy it is not some ccle- 
. brated fair; hut I see it is every day the same. 
'- certain no town can be more advantageously situs 
■ for commerce. Here are seven large canals, on which 
the merchant ships come op to the very doors 
their houses. The shops and warehouses are of a s 
prising neatness and matinee nee, lilted with an 
credible quantity of line merchandize, and in much 
cheaper than what we see in England, that I have 
much ado lo persuade myself lam still sc neurit. Here 
is neithtr dirt uor beggary to be stun. One is not 
shocked with those loathsome cripples, so common 
in London, nor iriied. with the importunity of idle 
fellows and wenches, lliat chose to bc.nnsty ami liiy. 
Tlie common servants and lillte simp-women, here, 
■re more nicely clean than most of out ladies; at 
the great variety of neat dresses (every woman tires 
ing her bead after he? own fashion) is an addition 
pleasure in seeing ibe town. You see, hitherto, 
make no complaint, dear sister; and if I continue 
like travelling as well as I do at present, 1 shall n< 
repent my project. It will go a great way in making 
me satisfied with it, if it affords me an opportu 
afrnterrainingjou. Sat it is not from Holland, that 



OF LADY MONTAUDE. 
you must expect ■ disinterested offer, J eaa nrili 
enough in the stile of Rotterdam, to teli you plainly, 
Id one fiord, that I eipeet returns of ill the London 
news. Tod see I have already learnt lo nuke a good 
bargain, ami that it is not for nothing I will ao r.i ■< ti 
a* tell you, I am your affectionate siller. 

: 

all i 



[I, To Mm. S— 



Hague, Aug. S, O.S. 1716. 

L am baste 10 tell yoa, dear madam, that, attet 
all the dreadful fatigues you tbreaiened me with. I 
am hitherto very well pleased with my journey. T\ '« 
lake tare to make such abort stage* every day, that 
1 rather fancy myself upon parties of pleasure thin 
upon the ruad ; and sure nothing can he more agree - 
able than travelling in Holland, the whole country 
appears a Urge garden ; the roads are wcl] paved, 
■haded on each side with runs oi trees, and bordered 
with large canals, full of boats passing and repassing. 
Kvery twenty paces gives you the prospect of soniv 
villa, and evrty four hour.'., that of a Urge town, to 
■ urpriT.mgly neat, 1 am sure von would he charmed 
nith them. The place I am now at is certainly one 
of the lines! villages in the world. Here are aeversl 
squares llcely Luilt, and (what I think a particular 
beauty) the whole aetwith thick large trees. The Voor- 
Qontis, 3 tthe.f.melime,tlieHydt!-Pa;l.andMnllofthii 
people of qualify; fot they lake ihc air in it both On 
teat audio coaches. There ire »lttYi t v»loi'W»fc*w.,«* 



I 







• LETTERS 

liquors, etc. 1 have been to see several of the mc 
celebrated gardens, liul 1 will not leiic JO-1 with thoir 
descriptions. Id.ire swearyon think ray letter already 
long enough, tint I uiunt uotcontlode wi'.boo! hog- 
ging your pardon, fur not obeying your commands, 
in sending tbe lace you ordered me. Upon my word, 
1 nan yet find none ill at is nut dearer llian yon may 
buy it in London. If you want any India £Oods, llere 
are great varirly of penny-ivorths, and I shall follow 
your orders with grra I pleasure and csaelness, being. 



III. To Mm. S. C. 

Piimegueu, Aug. i3, O. S. 171a. 

1 m extremely sorry, iny dear S., thai your fears 
uf disobliging yunr relations, and their fears foryotrr 
health ami safely, have hindered me from enjoying 
the happiness of your company , and you the pleasure 
of a diverting journey. 1 receive some degree of mor- 
tification from every agrerahle novelty, or pleasing 
prospect, by the reflection of your having so un- 
luckily missed tbe delight which 1 know it would 
tuve given you. If yon were with mc in this town, 
you would be ready to expect to receive visita from 
yonr Nottingham friends. No two places were ever 
more resembling j one has hut to give llie Maese I he i» 
name n! the T.rol, and there is no distinguishing 
the prospect. The houses, like those of Nottingham, 
Jm baiit one abort: another, and nie intcrnuied, in 
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irsfuiJ |;aril<;os. 'the tower, 
y call Julius Cesar's, has the same situation with 
Nottingham castle; and I cannot help ■ 
Ctom it the Trent -fie 111, Adhoulioo, places so well 
known IOU. Tia ini.'.ibe fortifications make ■ con- 
aiderablei arned in theart of war 

i.iiiiiiims mi them; for mj p»K, 
ilia! know nothing of the mallei', 1 shall content 
myself with telling jon 



the 



lparts, i 



icb die* 






vedly celled the Itelvidera, where people go to drink 
coffee, tea, etc. and tojuy one of the finest prospects 
, !:;■ piil>i;k walks have no gnat beauty, 
hut the thick .shade ul tlie trees, which is solemnly 
delightful. I.ct I nuikl Dot forget to take notice of 
the bridge, which appeared very surprizing la me. 
It is large enough to hold hundreds of men, will) 
horses and carriages. They give the valnr' of an cog 
lish two-pence to get upon it, and then Swaj they go, 
bridge and all, to the olbrr side of the river, with so 
slow a motion, one is hardly sensible of any at all. 
I was yesterday al the French churcli.ojid.il.in^l Tery 
much at their manner of service. The parson clapped 
on a broad-brimmed hat in (be first place, which 
gave hint entirely the air of, what d'ye cull him, in 
Tiarthuloniew fair, which lie kept up by eilraordi- 
nary antiek gestures, and preaching much such stuff, 
as ('other talked to the p.ippets. However, the con- 
gregation seemed to receive it with great devotion: 
and I was informed by some of his flock, that he is 
a person of particular fame amongst iheiu. I believe, 
by thjjt time, yon are as much lir,cil vj'ttV 11175 *' 
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of him, as Iwaawith his sermon; but I imiun jour 
brother will excuse ■ digression in favour of Uu 
church of England. "Sou know, spealm^ disreapec 



folly of III.- Calvinisls, is the so 
honourably of the church. Adie 
remember me, and be assured t 


ne thing as speaking 
i. my dear S., always 
can never forget yon. 



FCologn, Aug, 16,0.8. 1716. 
1 w my lady could have any notions of the fa- 
tigues that I have suffered these two last days, I am 
sure she would own it a great proof of regard, that 
I now sit down to write to her. We hired horsei from 
Nimeguen hither, not having the conveniency of the 
post, and found but very indifferent accommodation* 

what 1 suffered yesterday. We were iu hopes to reach 
Cologu ; our horses tired at Starnel, three hours from 
It, where I was forced to pass the night in my clothes, 
in n room not at all better than a hovel; for thongh 
I have my led with me, I had no mind to undress, 
where (he wind came from a thousand places. We lefi 
this wretched lodging al day-break, and shoot sit 
this morning came safe here, where I got immediate- 
ly into hcd. I slept so well for three hoars, thai I 
found myself perfectly recovered, and have had spi- 
rits enough to go and see all that ia curious in the 
Iowa, rbtlii 10 jay, the chiirchei, far here it nothing 
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•tae worth seeing. This is a very Urge town, bnt th* 
moil part of it is oldhiiiIt..Thc Jesuits' cburcb, which 
is the neatest, was shmri me, in a very complaisant 
manner, by a ban dsome young Jesuit, who, not know* 
mg whol nw, took a liberty in his compliments and 
railleries, which very much diverle J me. Having never 
before seen any thing of that natnre, 1 conld not 
MUOQgli admire [he magnificence of the altars, ths 
rich images of th--? saints (all massy silver), and the 
etichaaures of the relicks, though I coold not help 
rannnoring in my heart at the profusion of pearls, 
.liamondij and rabies, bestowed on the adornment of 
rotten teeth and dirty rags. I own that I had wicked- 
ness enough lo covet St. Ursula's pearl necklace; 
though perhaps this was no wickedness at all, in 
image not being certainly one's neighbour ; bnt I went 
yet further, and wished the wench beiself converted 
into dressing plate. I should also gladly see converted 
into silver a great St. Christopher, which I imagine 
would look very well in a cistern. These vrere my 
pions reflections; though. 1 was very well satisfied to 
«a, piled np to the honour of our nation, the skulls 

hundreds of re-licks here, of no less consequence; 
hut I will not imitate the common style of travellers 
so far as to give yon a list of them, heing persuaded 
that you have no manner of curiosity lor the titles 
given to jaw-bones, and bits of worm-eaten wood. 
Adieo. I am jnst going to supper, where I shall drink 
yonr health in an admirable sort of Lorrain wine, 
which I am sure is the same you call Burgundy in 



Pi 111 iimlierg, Aug. 1% O.S. 1716. 

Afth five clays [ravel ling -post, I could not sit 
down to write on anr other occasion thau to tell niy 
dear Lady, lhat 1 have not forgot tier obliging com- 
mand of sending hei some acton nt of my travel*. 
I have already passed a large part of Germany, have 
Men nil tlii.l is remarkable in Cologu, I 1 rank fort, 
Wtirlsbnrg, ami this place. "lis impossible not to 
oil serve the difference between the Tree towns, and 
those nndcr ihe government of absolute princes, as 
all [lie little sovereigns of Germany are. In the first 
there appears an air of commerce and plenty; the 
streets are well built, and full of people neatly and 
plainly dressed; the shops arc loaded with merchan- 
dize, and Ilic commonalty are clean and cheerful. In 
the other yon see a sort of shabby finery, a number 
of dirty people of quality tatviltred out ; narrow nasty 
streets out of repair, v. retched ly thin o (inhabitants, 
and above ball ol the common sort asking alms. 1 
cannot hilp fancying one under the figure of a clean 
Dutch citizen's wife, and the other like a poor town- 
lady of pleasure, painted, and ribboned out in lie; 
head-dress, with furnished silver-laced siloes, a rag- 
ged under-petticoat, .1 miserable inizJure of vice and 
poverty. — They have sumptuary laws in this town, 
which distinguish their rank by their dress, prevent 
ihe excess which ruins so many other cities, and ha* 
■t more sgteeabie effect to the eye of a stranger, this 
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ih these laws nere in force in oiIht parts ol' the 
till. When one considers impartially the merit oF 
icli suit at dothrs in [iiii5l [il.iri 1. the respect and 
■ tuBa Of fcvoni it prwnres,' mil to ipe3k of the 
y asiil [Jin -i :: li> it iiccu slims (which is very often 
pnni:i[j.il cbai ". to the wearer), one is forced to 
ii need of an oucommou nnder- 
iding, to resist the temptation of pi easing friends, 
'iliiiip, 1 iv.il'. : ;i'i.i iliiii 11 ii tutor*! lo young 
peoplstp fall into a (oily ubiob betrays: Chun to Lint «J 
wa'nl of money, which is [he source of a thousand 
tmwnessrs What numbers uf men hare he^nn the 
world with generous inclinations, that Lave after- 
wards been the instruments of bringing misery on 
a whale people, bring led by a yub expense into 
dchls lli;dt they could clear no other way, lint by the 
forfeit of their honour, and Krhich they never could 
have cont racti'd. if I In 1 re.^ppct th_' multitude pays to 
habits was filed by law. only to a particular colour 
or cut of plain cloth ! These reflect ions draw after 
them otli.rs that are too melancholy. I will make 
baste 'o put them out of your head by the farce of 
reli'ks, with which I Lave been enterlained in all 
6emish churches. 

The Lutherans are not quite free from these follies. 
I hove secu here in tlic principal church a large piece 
of the cross set in jewels, and the point of the spear, 
which, they told me very gravely, was the same that 
■ .%>nr Saviour. Bull w.is particularly 
diverted bt n little Roman cuihulick chtireh, which is 
permitted lure, wh err the ptoleasors. tA v\i«ts\i^™ 
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r as their neighbours: 


for not to be 


quite de^tute 


f all finery 
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dressed up an 


image of opr S: 


vionr over 
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»h 


iuU-ljoliomed wi ? , ver; 


well powdered. 1 ima- 


gltt 


I see you 


r ladyship si arc 


tlhisartic 


e, of which 


y,>a 


very nrn 
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, upon my 
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, I have 
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vilege of a 
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Uec, one 


my whole account is writt 


cu with ihe 




plain a 


ncerity of heart 


\\j\, ^Ijjrh I assure 


'"" 


that I am, dear mad.ini, 


Yoors, 


10 ' "*' 



; 



Ratiibon, Aug. 3o, O.S. 1716. 

I mn the pleasure of receiving yours bHt the day 
Before I left Londi.ii. I give yon a thousand thanks 
for your good wishes, and have such an opinion of 
their efficacy.- that I am persuaded I owe in part to 
them the good link of 1 1.1 v in- proceeded so far in my 
long journey without any ill accident; for I don't 
reckon it any to have been stopped a few days io 
this town hy a cold, since it has not only given me 
an opportunity of seeing all ihat ill curious in it, hut 
of making some acquaintance with the ladies, who 
have all been to see me with great civility, particu- 

rly matlame , the wife of oor king'a envoy 

oiu Hanover. She has carried me to at] the usbein- 

lies, and I have been magniliceutly entertained at 

hFrbowe, wbich it one of the finest here. Ton know 
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that all the nobility of thia place are envoy* from 
different states. Here are a great number of them, 
and they might pass their time agreeably enough, if 

h t * they were less delicate on the point of ceremony. Bat 

fjj instead of joining in the design' of making the town 
as pleasant to one another as they can, and improving 
their little societies, they amuse themselves no other 
way than with perpetual miarrels, which they take 

J care to eternize, Ly leaving them to their successors ; 
and an envoy to Katisbon receives regularly half a 
dozen quarrels among the perquisites of his employ- 
ment. You may be sure the ladies are not wanting, 
on their side, in cherishing and improving those im- 

£*■ portant piques, which divide the town almost iq as 
many parties as there are families. They chuse rather 
to suffer the mortification of sitting almost alone on , 
their assembly nights, than to recede one jot from 
their pretensions. J. have not been here above a week, * . 
and yet I have heard from almost, every one of them 
' the whole history of their wrongs, and dreadful com- v ^ 
plaints of the injustice of their neighbours, in hopes 

*■•* to draw me to their party. But I think it very prudent 
to remain neuter, though if I was to stay amongst 
them, there would be no possibility of continuing so, 
their quarrels running so high, that they will not be 
civil to those that visit their adversaries. The founda- % '■ ' ' * 
tion of these everlasting disputes turns entirely upon ; '"- : ' 
rank, place, and the title of excellency, which they 
all pretend to, and, what is very hard,, will give to 
no body. For my part, I could not forbear advising i 
them (for the pub lick good) to give the title oC «v 
cellencj to every body, which. Yion\<i Vh&qA* , fcfc 
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receiving it from every body ; but the very mention 
* • « » * of such a dishonourable peace was received with as 
much indignation, as Mrs. Blackacre did the motion 
/M * T^t>f a reference: and indeed I began to think myself 
ill-natured, to offer to. take from them, in a town 
where there are so few diversions, so entertaining an 
amusement. I know that my peaceable disposition 
already gives me a very ijj, fignre, and that it is pu- 
',. • v.\ blickly whispered^ as a^ piece 'oympertinent pride in 
mc, that I have hitnef'to been saucily civil to every 
■ *«v body, as if I thought no body good enough to quar- $/■ 
rel with . I should be obliged to change my behaviour, " 
if I did not intend to pursue my journey in a few 
days. I have been to see the churches here, and had 
the permission of touching the relicks, which was 
never suffered in places where I was not known. I 
had, by this privilege, an opportunity of making an 
observation, which, I doubt not, might, have been > 
* '- made in all the other churches, that the emeralds 
and rubies, which they snew round their relicks and 
images, are most of them false; though they tell you 
that manv of the crosses and madonas set round 
with these stones have been the gifts of emperors 
and other great princes. I don't doubt indeed but 
they were at first jewels of value; but the good fa- 
thers have found it convenient to apply them to*'/ 
other uses, and the people are just as well satisfied 
with l}its of glass amongst these relicks. They shewed 
. v me a prodigious claw,set in gold, which they called 
f * the claw of a gritting and I could not forbear asking 
the reverend priest that shewed it, whether the grif- 
fin was a Mint? The question almost put him beside 
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his gravity ; bnt he answered they only kept it as a 
cariosity. I was very much scandalized at a large sil- 
ver image of the Trinity, where the Father is repre- 
sented under the figure of a decrepit old man, with 

$v^a beard down to his knees, and a triple crown upon 
his head, holding hi his arms the Son fjxed on the 
cross, and the Holy Ghost, in the-'snape of a dove, 

^^hovering over hiin. Madame is come this mi- 

nate to call me to the assembly, and forces me to 
tell yon very abruptly, that I am ever your, etc. etc. 



VII. To the Countess o# 



Vienna, Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 

X am now, my deer sister, safely arrived at Vienna, and, 
I thank God, have not at all suffered in ray health, 
nor, what is dearer to me, in that of my child, by 
all our fatigues. We travelled by water from Ratisbon, 
a journey perfectly agreeable, down the Danube, in 
one of those little vessels that they very properly 
call wooden houses, having in them all the conve- 
niencies of a palace, stoves in the chambers, kitchens, 
etc. fhey are rowed by twelve men each, and yyith 
such incredible swiftness, that in the same day you 
have the pleasure of a vast variety of prospects, and 
within the space of a few hours you have the plea- 
sure of seeing a populous city adorned with magni- 
ficent palaces, and the most romantick solitudes, 
which appear distant from the commerce of man- 
kind, the banks of the Danube \ie\n™ ^wtoum^ 
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diversified wilh woods, rucks, mountains covered 


wiili vines, fields of corn, large ci 


m, rod roam of 


ancient castles. I saw the great tow 


is of i'assau and 


Linn, famous for the retreat of li 


e imperial conrl. 


when Vienna was besieged. This 


own, which has 


Ihe honour of being the emperor's 


eaidence, dill nol 


it all answer my expectation., nor 


deas of it, being 


h less than I expected to find 


t) Ihe streets are 


very close, and so narrow, one ca 


not observe the 


line fronts of ihtf palaces, though m 


any of them very 


well deserve observation, being t 


uly magnificent. 


They are nil buill of fine white it 


ec, and ere ex- 


cessive hi^li. tor as the town is 


oo little for the 


number of ihe people that desire 


o live in it, the 


builders seem to have projected Ic 


repair thai rais- 


Fortune, by dapping one town on 1 he lop ofanulher, 


most of 'he houses being of five, a 


ed some of thrm 


six stones. Ion m K y easily imagine 


that, the slieets' 


being co narrow, Ihe rooms are e> 


■.mi!', dark, and 


what is .'in inconveniency much to 


re intolerable in 


my opinion, there is no house has 


so few B> Five or 


six families in it. The apartment 


of Ihe greatest 


ladies, or even of the ministers of > 


ate, are divided. 


but by a partition, from that of 


tavbr or sboe- 


maker; and I know no body that lias above two 


floors in auy house, one for their own use, and one 


higher for their servants. Tbose th 


at bate bouses of 


their own let out the rest of them 


to wLoever will 
(which are all of 


lake them, and lhas the great stair 


stone) are as common and as dirty 


s the street. 'Ti* 


Irne, when you have once travelled through tbem, 


nothing can be more snrpriiingly 


nognil !>■»: than 
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the apartraeuls. They are ernnmouly a suit of eight 
or Ten. large rooms, all inlaid, ibc iloor.i and windows 
richly carved an.] Rill, and die furniture sueh as i> 
seldom seen 111 the palaces of iQTerti|fD j>rincea in 
oilier countries. Tbeir apartments are adorned with 
hangings of ihe Goat t-pestry of Urmsels, prodigious 
hir^r lookiiu-fdasarsiB silver frame?, une-japan lablea, 
beds, chairs, canopies, aod iviodan-curtaiti* of the 
lieheit Genoa damask or velvet, almoit covered with 
gold lace or embroidery. All this is made pay hy 
pic tints and vast jars ol")a|inii i-liiiia.and large loatrcl 
of rock crystal- I have already had t No houcnf of 
bagVg inviter! to dinner by several of the licit people 
of qualitv, rmd I must do them (lie ju.st.ee to aay, the 
good tisle and cagnilicenee of tbeir tables very wet 
aruover to that or their furniture. I bate been mora 
id. in once enlei tamed with different dishes of meat, 
all served in silver, and well dressed, the desert pi o- 
portionable, served in ibn finest china. Rat the va- 
riety itnil richness of their wines is v. hat appears I be 
roost sorpriiing. llie cousin D I way ia to lay a list of 
their names upon the plates of the guests along Willi 
the napkins, and I have counted several times to the 
number ol eighteen difleient sorts, all exquisite in 
their kinds. I mas yesterday at count Schoonbonru, 
the vice-chancellor's garden, where I was invited to 
dinner. I must own I never saw a place so perfectly 
delightful as the faubourg of "Vienna. Il is very 
large, and almost wholly composed of delicious pa- 
lace*. If the emperor found it proper to permit the 
Jlteaoflhetownto be laid open, that 1he^"//:iio«rg.i 
Blight be joined tt> i* r )jo would lia.e miinl \\i*\»t%»V 



io 
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and bes 


built cities i'i Europe. Count Sobo 


snbouru-s 


villa is 


ne of the most tna^uilk'i'ut ; '!" 


furniture 


all rich brocades, »o well faucied. and lilt 


d up, Do- 


tiling ca 


n look more pay and splendid ; no 


t to speak 


of a gal 


cry foil of rarities of coral, motile 


of pearl, 


indtbr 


ughont the whole b<. :isea piofusi 


m of gild- 


ing, car 


ing, fine paintings, the most beautiful por- 



oeLnn. statues o I alabas'er and ivory, and vnsl orange 
and lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinner was per- 
fectly Cue and -.veil ordered, and Bade still mere 
agreeable by the good humour of tbe count. I have 
ret beeu at court, being forced to stay for my 
i, without which there is no waiting on the (in- 
;; though 1 am not without great impatience !o 
*ee a beauty that h;,s been the admiration of so many 
different nations. When I have had (bat honour, I 
will not fad to let you know my real thoughts, always 
taking a particular pleasure in communicating them 
to my dear sLitcr. 



II. To Mi. P— 



una, Septi 

me, for thanking yoi 



O.S. 



Pia.iAiMyouTt laugh; 
gravely for ah the obligi 
me. 'Til certain that 1 may, if I please, take the fine 
things yuu say to me for wit and raillery, and ii mav 
it would be In.king tlicin right. I'.nt I never, in my 
life, was half so well disposed to take \i 




thai dv.itanrv,wbifh 
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the contiauatimi of y o ui friendship improbable, has ..- 
very mach increased my faith in it. I find that I have, ~ . 
z as well as the. rest of my sex, (whatever face I set on*t) • •<*►. 
. a strong disposition to believe in miracles. Don t 
£v» fancy, how^eve^ that I am infected by the air o f these 
»jy popish countries ; I have, indeed, so far wandered 
/ from the discipline of the church of England, as to 
k have been last snnday at the opera, which was per- 
formed in the garden of the favorita, and Lwas so 
much pleased with it, I have not yet repented my 
seeing it. Nothingof that kinf(e>ver was more magni- 
ficent; and I caneasiry believe, wnat I am told, that 
the decorations and habits cost the emperor thirty 
thousand pounds sterling. The stage was built over 
a very large canal, and, at the beginning of the second 
act, divided into two parts, discovering the water, on 
which there immediately came from different parts 
.'t H two fleets of little gilded vessels, that gave the repre- 
***- sentation of a naval fight. It is not easy to imagine 
the beauty of this scene, which I took particular no- 
tice of: but all tfre rest were perfectly fine in their Jf hv 
kind. The-^tory of the opera was the enchantment of 
Alcina, which gives opportunities for great variety 
of machines and changes of the scenes, which are >' 
performed with a surprizing swiftness. The theatre* 
'« is so large that 'tis hard to carry the eye to the end ~ 
of it ; and the habits, in the utmost magnificence, to •- 
the number of one hundred and eight. No house 
could hold sudb large decorations; but the ladies all 
sitting in the open air, exposes them to great incon- 
veniencies ; for there is but one canopy fot \.h* vmv- 
periaJ family, and, the first night it wa& TO£rc&eota&-% 
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■ heavy ahower of rain happening, the opera was 

nipaiiv crowded away in such 



I 

i 



broke off, ind (lie 

confusion, that 1 was almost squeeze A to death, 
— Hnt if llii-ir cjier.is am thus delightful, their co- 
medics lire in as high, a decree ridiculous. The; halt 
but one ploy-house where I was ourions lo go to a 
C.erman comedy, anil wm very glad ii happened to 
Im the story of Aniphytrion. A» Lhat subject has been 
already handled by a Lalin, French, and English poet, 

us to see what an Au-ii..] ittirn uimM 

make of it. I understood enough of that language 

irrht-nd (he greatest part of it, and besides I 

took with luea lady thai had the goodness to explain 

v wind TUr WW is to lake a lioi which 

holds four, for Yourself and company. The Hied 

pilil duct. 1 thought llie house very low 

and dark; Inn IwnlrM the eoiueJytdmirahiy reeom- 

tliat defect. 1 never laughed so much in my 
life, It begun With Jupiter's filling in love out of a 
peep.hole in the clouds, and ended with the birth of 
Hercules, liut what was more pleasant was the use 
Jiipii.r and* "I Ins im ;.im.n-|-.lii«.s, for you no 
sooner sa« bin, under the figure of Amphytrion, 
bat, instead of Ih ing to AJcaMOa with the raptures 
Mr. Dryden puis into his mouth, be sends for Am- 
pin u ion's UsJor. and i. lira Is him of a laced coal, and 
b.s banker of a bag of money, a jew of a diamond 
ring, and bespeaks a great supper in his name; and 
the greatest part of the comedy turns upon poor 
Amphyirion's being tormented by these people for 
their 
tat I eaald not easily pardon the bbeily the 
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Lai taken of larding hit pbjy with uoi only indecent 
expressions, but inch gross* words u I ilon'l think 
■ I ■iiiffri- ft 1)111 a inuunlrbaok. llrsiiles, 
liro Sosias fuirly let down their bmeofaea in tha 
In of the boxes, which wire i'nll of people 
of the first rank, that Hanii very well pleased with 
their entertain in en I, ami a>sored mi- this wis a ce- 
Icbratrd (liece. I ihall com lode my letter with lliia 
remarkable relation, very well worth v the serioua 
consideration of Mr. Collier. I won't' tronhle yon 
with farewell compliment!, which I think generally 
as impertinent as curtesies at leaving the room, when 
the visit hos been too lonp all ciily. 

Laosa* I have so lately tronhled you, my dear 
titter, with a long letter, yet I will keep my promise 

in giving you an a. con., I of my first going lo cotirt. 
la order to that ceremony, I was sijuee/ed op in a 
gown, and adoroed with a gorget and the other im- 
plement! ibcreanto belonging, u dress very inconve- 
nient, lint which certainly show* the neck and shape 
to gieat advantage. 1 cannot forhear giving tot some 
description of the fashions here, which aw moie 
monstrous rncf contrary to all common sense and 
reason, than 'lis possible for yoo lo imagine. They 
hnild certain fahricls of gsose on their beads, about 
n yard high, ronju/iug of three ot f out sW)f«*,t«rtvK«& 
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nith numberless raids ol heavy ribbon, the Founda- 
tion of tilis structure i% a tliiiifj ihty call a bourlel ', 
which Is exactly of the same- shape and kind, but 
■bout four limes as big, us thrise mils oar prudent 
milk-maids make use of to fix their palls npon. Tbji 
machine Ihej rover with their own hair, which they 
mix with a great ill al of lalse, it being a particular 
beauty to have their beads too large to go into ■ 
moderate tub. Their hair is prodigiously powdered 
to couceal the iniiture, and set out -with Ihrec 
fonr rows of bodkins wondei fully large (thai ft 
out two or three inches from their hair), made 
di.-imnuii.s, pearls, red, green, ami yellow stones, 1 

carry the load upright, as t.i dance npon May-day 
with the gnrland. Their nhidrhone petticoats outdo 
onrs by several yards circumference, and cover some 
acres of ground. Ton may easily suppose how this 
eilraordinnry dress it is off and improves the natural 
ugliness with wbich God AlniiuLty lias been phrased 
to endow them, generally spciking. riven ilie lovely 
empress herself Is obliged lo comply, in some degree, 
with these absurd fauhions. which lliey woald n< 
quit for all the world. I had a private audience (ao- 
corditig to ccremouyjof ball au hour, aud then all the 
other lad i-s were permitted to come and make their 
court. I was perfectly cimmed ™ilh the em press ; I 
cannot however tell you thai her features are regular; 
Iter eyes are not large, hut have a hvely look fuJI of 
} sweelnras; her complexion the lines t lever saw;ber 
nose and forehead 'well made, hnt her mouth 1 
!eo tboBftad charau tlist touch the soul. When 
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smiles, 'tis with a beauty and sweetness that forces 
adoration. She has a vast qnantity of fine fair hair; ». 
but then her person ! — one must speak of it poeti- 
« . cally to do it rigid justice ; all that the poets have said 
L^ of the mien of Juno, the air of Venus, come not up 
f&, to the truth. The Graces move with her; the fa mo a • 
' statue of Medicis was not formed with more delicate 
proportions ; nothing can be added to the beauty of 
her neck and hands. Till I saw them, I did not be- -.)'< 
lieve there were any in nature so perfect, and I was 
almost sorry that my rank here did not permit me 
to kiss them; but they arc kissed sufliciently, for 
every body that waits on her pays that homage at 
their entrance, and when they take leave. When the 
ladies were come in, she sat down to Quinze. I could 
not play at a game I had never seen before , and she 
ordered me a seat at her right hand, and had the 
goodness to talk to me very much, with that grace 
so natural to her. I expected every moment, when 
the men were to come in to pay their court ; but this 
drawing-room is very different from that of England; 
no man enters it but the grand-master, who comes in 
to advertise the empress of the approach of the em- 
peror. His imperial majesty did me the honour of 
speaking to me in a very obliging manner, but he 
never speaks to any of the other ladies, and the 
whole passes with a gravity and air of ceremony 
that has something very formal in it. The empress 
Amelia, dowager of the late emperor Joseph, came 
this evening to wait on the reigning empress, fol- 
lowed by the two arch- dutchesses her daughters^ who 
were very agreeable young princesses. 'l\it\t \m^«t«V 



m;jfesties r< 
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A weal lo meet her 81 the door of 






■□d there the men Imil the permission of paving their 
murr. The jrch-dolchesses sat on chairs w.th hacks 
witbont arms. The table was entirely served and all 
the dishes set on by the empress's maids of honour, 
which ore twelve young ladies of the lirsl quality. 
They hove no salary hut ibeir chamber a! conn, 

suffered to go to the assemblies or publick places iu 
town, except in compliment to the wedding of a sister 
maid, whom the empress always presents with her 
picture set in diamonds. The three first of them are 
called Ladies of the key, and wear gold keys by their 
sides: but what I find most pleasant is the enstom 
which obliges them as long as ihey live, after Ihey 
have left the empress's service, to make her some 
present every year ou the day of her feast. Her ma- 
jesty is served hy no married women 1ml the grandc- 
mailrcsse, who is generally a widow of the first 
rjnality, always very old, and is at the same time 
groom of the stole and moiher of the maids. The 
dressers are not at all in the figure they pretend to 
in Rngdapd, being looked upon no otherwise than as 
downright charo her-ma ids. I had an audience next 
day of the empress-mother, a princess of grej 



»' !«"' 



it who piques herself loo much o 



on. She 
(ordinary acts of penaiu 
: any thing to deserve them. She h 
uaoiber of maids of honour, whom shi 



lly performing 
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her ovn 


lumd, «hicli was a line ruhj ring set ronnd 


wit> diamonds in a gold snuff-box. There was, for the 


second 


a little Comd set with brdlants, and besides 


these . 


et of fine china for the tea-table, enchased in 


gold.j. 


pan trunks, fans, anil many gallantries of the 


same m 


tore. All the men of quality of "Vienna were 


spectators, lint trie ladies only had permission lo 


shoot, 


nd the arch- dm. hens liuclin rarrnl off tile 


first pr 


ze. 1 was very well pleased with having seen 


thil ,-1! 


crMhniH'ni, and I da not know l.ni it mi-lit 


make a 


good a limine ss the prize-shoo tin; in the 


AEne.d 


if 1 could Write as well a. Virgil. This is the 


favour! 


e pleasure of the emperor, and tliere is rarely 


a week 


vithoul soinr feasl of litis kind, which makes 


the you 


ig la din sV ii ful vr ruin li I,, defend a tort. They 


laugher. 


very mnch to see me afraid to handle a pin. 


My dra 


sister, you mill easily pardon an abrupt con- 


elusion 


1 believe by this time you are ready lo think 


I shall 


lever conclude, at all. 




X. ToL.nv R 




Vienna, September t.o r 1716, 0. .S, 


I., 


xli'L'iiu-lv n-ji>iied. lint not at all surprized, 


■I the long deligblfn! letter yon have had thf good- 


ness (0 


send me. I know thai you can think of an 


absent 


riend, even in the midst of a court, and yon 


love to 


ilili^'F, where yon can have no view of a re- 


turn, a 


nd I expect from you (bat von should love 


"ie, aiid think nf me, when yon don't see inn. I ban 
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•ompassion for the mortifications that you tell me 
befall oar little old friend, and I pity her much wore, 
since 1 know that they are only owing to the barba- 
rous customs of our country. Upon my word, if she 
were here, she would have no other fault but that 
of being something too young for the fashion, and 
she has nothing to dq.bnt to transplant herself hither 
about seven years hence, to be again a young and 
blooming beauty. I can assure you that wrinkles, or 
a small stoop in the shoulders, nay even grey hair, 
are no objection to the making new conquests. 1 know 
you cannot easily figure to yourself a young fellow 
of five and twenty, ogling my lady Sr — ff — k with 

passion, or pressing to hand the countess of O d 

from an opera : but such are the sights I see every 
day, and I don't perceive any body surprized at them 
but myself. A woman, till five and thirty, is only look* 
ed upon as a raw girl, and can possibly make no noise - 
in the world till about forty. I don't know what yoar 
ladyship may think of this matter, but 'tis a consi- 
derable comfort to me to know there is upon earth 
such a paradise for old women, and I am content to 
be insignificant at present, in the design of returning 

■ "" when I am fit to appear no where else. I cannot help 

lamenting, on this occasion, the pitiful rase- of too 

. many English ladies, long since retired to prudery 

and ratafia, who, if their stars had luckily conducted 

( " hither, would still shine in the first rank of beauties. 

, s Besides, that perplexing word reputation has quite < 

.-a another meaning here, than what you give it at Lou- 
don ; and getting a lover is so far from losing, that 

*"■ it is properly getting reputation *, \ad\c^ W\w^ xsvto^x 



v/*.- 



.^.' 
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i respecled in regard t.i the rauk of theip lov.ci 
than that of their husbands. 

Bat what yon will iliiuk very odd, the two seel 
that divide unr whole nation of petticoats are utterly 
unknown in thie plaee. Here ore neither coquette* 
nor prudes. No woman dare." appear coquette enough 



range t. 



I have 



u any sneli prudes, as to prelenii fidelity to their 
husbands, who are certainly the best oatured set o. f 
people in 'he world, and look upon their wives' gal- 
lants as favourably as men do upon their deputies, 
tli.it take the troth lesonie part of their business off 
their bauds. They have not however ibe Less to do 
on that account, for they are generally ileptrtia in 
•nother phie llifinseivi-s; in one word, 'lis the esta- 
blished custom fur rn'ry Lilly to have two husbands, 
one that bears the name, anil another that performs 
the duties: and the engagements are so well known, 
that it would he a downright affront, and |iub.irUj 
resented, if you invited a woman of ijual ty to din- 
ner, without at the same time inviting her two at- 
tendants of lover and husband, between whom she 
aits in stale with great gravity. These *trb-tnSrri*g*a 
generally last twenty vein's together, and the lady 
often coinmauds the poor lover's estate, even to the 
niter ruin of his family. These connections, indeed, 
are as seldom bepnn by any real passion as other 

z 

r 



for a lover as soon as she is married 
part of her equip.ipe, w:lln,nt which she could 
At grateel; snrf the first article of the Irealj i* 
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establishing the pension, which remains to the lady, 
in case the gallant should prove iueonslaol. Thil 
chargeable point of honour I look opun as the real 
foundation of so many wonderful instances of con- 
stancy. I really know several women of the fii.lt cjoa- 

i Imdy esteems I he in tl 






,,,1,1 I, 



called 



a lady, 



if they should be suspected to be 
thing. A great part of their eran 
trying who shall get most; and h 
at all is so far a disgrace, that I'll a 
who is scry inn ill iu\ frit- ml here, lolil mebtit yesl 
day how much 1 was obliged to ber for justifying my 
conduct in a converiation relating to me, where it 
wis puhlickly asserted that T could not possibly have 
common sense, since I bad been in town above a 
fortnighi, and had made no steps towards com- 
mencing an amour. My friend pleaded Tor me, Ibat 
my stay was nncerlaia, and she believed that was the 
cause of my seeming slupidilv, and this was all she 
could liiid to say For mv Justification. Hut one of I be 

night, aud it will give you a just idea in Waal a de- 

tbis country. I was at the assembly of the countess 
of ,audlhcyonngconntof , leading roe down 

I tnado answer that my stay depended on the em- 
i and il was not in my puwer to determine it. 
nudum, said he, whether yoitr lime here is 
longer or shorter, I tWtnV, -sun oa^M. \« V»w. 



it agreeably, and la Ihot mil you mnst engage in n 
Lttle affair of the heart. — My hart, answered I 
gravely, does not engage very easily, anil I have no 
design of parting: with it. — I see, madam, said lie 
limning, by the ill Baton of thai answer, I am not 
lo hope for it, which is a great mortification to me 
that am dunned with yon. But, however, 1 at.i still 
devoted lo your service ; and since I am not worthy 
of entertaining you myself, do me the honour of 
letting me know whom yon Like best amongst us, 
and I'll engage to manage Ihe affair entirely (o your 
satisfaction. You miyjndge in what manner I shonld 
have received this compliment in my own country; 
hut I was well enough acquainted with 'he way of 
ihis, to know that he really intended me an obliga- 
liou, and I lh:mkni him with a very great curtesy 
for hi" zeal lo serve me, and only as 



make ni« of it. Thus 






dear, that gallanlry and food -breeding are ait diffe- 
rent, in different climates, as morality and religion. 
Who have ibe righlest notions of both, we .1. U I never 
know till the day of jiid^iiii'-il. fur ^. hii'li :'iv;ii d;iv 
of dclairciaement I own there is very little impa- 
tience in jour, etc. etc. 



Vienna, September at>, ( 

I nil never moteagreeably snrprir.ed I 
oblieinj; letter. 'Tis a pceuliar mark r>\ 
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that I tell you so, and I can assure you that, if I 
loved yon one grain less than I do, I should be very 

h*^h« sorry to see it so diverting as it is. The mortal 
J, aversion I have to writing makes me tremble at the 

***** /*j • thoughts of a new correspondents and I believe I dis- 

obliged no less than a 4ozen of my London acquaint- '' - ' 
. ance, by refusing to near from them, though I did 

'"^i verily think they intended to send me v<ry enter- 
taining letters, hut I, had rather lose the pleasure of**'' * : 

*/ M * reading several witty things, thao be forced to write 

f^rX^y many stupid ones. Yfet in spite of these considera- 
.,. tions, I am charmed with the proof of your friend - 

i**f*K ship, and beg a continuation of the same goodness, 

/•vm-W though I fear the dulness of this will make you im- 
'' mediately repent of it. It is not from Austria that 
one can write with vivacity, and I am already infected 
/ , with the phlegm of the country. Even their ainoors ** 

<Y' '*•/*/ and their quarrels are carried on with a surprizing 
temper, and they are never lively but upon points 
of ceremony. There, I own, they shew ail their pas- 
sions ; and 'tis not long since two roaches meeting 
in a narrow street at night, the ladies in them, not 
being able to adjust the ceremonial of which should 
go back, sat there with equal gallantry till two in the 
morning, and were both so fully determined to die 
upon the spot, rather than yield in a point of that 
importance, that the street would never have been 
cleared till their deaths, if the emperor had not sent 
his guards to part them, and even then they refused 
to stir, till the expedient could be found out of taking 
them both out in chairs, exactly at the same mo- 
ment. After t be ladies were agreed, vV yt«* -mxfe. wa» 
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difficulty, thai the pan was decided between the two 
o less tepacious of their rank than tin 
passion is so omnipotent in the breasts 
of the women, that even their husbands never die 
bat they are ready to break ibeir hearts, because ihai 
fatal lion i- pais an end to their rank, no widows ha- 
ving any place at Vienna. Tlic menace not inoch less 
touched with ibis point of honour, and they don't 
only scorn to marry, hat even to make love to any 

and ilir pedigree is much more considered by them, 
than either the eoropleiion or features of their mis- 
Ires™. Happy are the she's lb.lt can number amongst 
• heir on cea tors, counts of the Umpire; ibey have nei- 
ther occasion for beauty, money, nor good conduct, 
to get them husbands, 'lis true as to money, 'lb. 
seldom any advantage to the man they marry; the 
Urns of Anstria eunline the woman's portion to two 
thousand florins (about two bund red pounds Euglisb), 
ami whatever they have beside remains in their own 
possession and disposal. Thus here are many ladies 
ranch richer than their husbands, who are however 
obbged to allow them pin-money agreeable to their 
quality; and I attribute to this considerable hranch 
of prerogative the liberty thai tbey take upon otber 
occasions. I am sore, you, that know my laziness and 
extreme indifference on this subject, will pily me, 
entangled in all these ceremonies, which are a won. 
derl'til burthen to me, though I am the envy of ibe 
whole town, having be their own customs the pass 



j this great respect shew n 



'em lh Pn 
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nil commonly ou (oim particular occasion. Mjdam 
Kaliolin has tile assembly constantly every night it 
ber house, and tin; utlirr linli.>», "iiencvcr they have 
a mind (o display tlie magnificence of their apart- 
ments, or oblige a frit oil by compliinrntiiiii them on 
the day of their saint, th-y declare, that, on such a 
day, ibe assembly shall be at their bouse in honour of 
the Feast of theeonni or cuuutess — sucli-a-oue. These 
days are calh- d days of "tila, and all the friends or 
relations of Ibe ladv whose saint it is are obliged to 
appear in their best cl oaths and all their jewels. Tbr 
mistress of the house takes no particular notice of 
«ny body, nor returns any body's visit; anil ivhoevrr 
pleases may go wilhoul the formality of being; pre- 
sented. r l hi; companv are entertained with ice in se- 
veral lorms, wiitcr snrt summer; afterwards they 
divide into several parlies of ombre, piquet, or ran- 
versa don. all games of hazard being forbid. 

I saw t'other day the £a!a for count Aliheim, tit? 
emperor's favour! I e. and never in my life saw so many 
line cloatli) ii! fancied. Ibey embroider the richest 
[■old stuffs, end provided ttfyraii mate their eloalhs 
expensive enough, '''•' '» a" IBB taste they [hen in 
them. On other days the general drc;s is a scarf, and 

But now 1 am speaking of Vienna, I am sure yon 
expect 1 should say something of the convents: Ibfy 
are of nil sorts and liies; but I am best pleased witb 
f St. Lawrence, v-fcrre the cuso and neatness 
:e.em to live witb appears to me much mure 
edifjiDg than tho*e stricter orders, where perpetual 
c wJ n.isffness iph*' S-.v-^'l d**eontent and 
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tchedness. Tlie nuns are all of quality. I think 
are to the mi mber of fifty, Tbey have each ol 
i little cell perfectly clean, the walls of which 
are envere d frith pictures more or lens fiue, according? 
lit their quality. A long (tons gallery runs by all of 
them, furnished with the pictures of eicmplary sia- 
? chapel it ejlremely neat, and richly a dome J. 
: I coo Id not forbear laughing at their shewing me 
ooilea head of Onr Saviour, which, they assured 
. , sjnrpk.il during tbe siepn (if Vienna; and, as a proof 

of ir, bid me remark his utli, ivLii-li lud been open 

ever state'. Nothing can be mure becoming than the 
dri'.« of that num. li is » White rota, the sleeves 
of which are lomed up with tine while callico, anil 
their head-dress the name, excepting a small veil or 
black crape tint falls behind. They have a loner sort 
of serving nans that nail on them as their chamber- 
maids. Tbey receive all visits of women, and play nt 
ombre in their chambers with permission of their 
abbess, which is verv easy to lie obtained. I never 
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scorn, and yet shews very lit tie sijins of decay, being 
still lively and theerfnl. She caressed me as if I had 
been her daughter, giving me some pretty things of 
her own work, and sweetmeats in abundance. The 
grate is not of ihe most rigid ; it is not very bard to 
put a head through, and I don't donbt but a man, 
:i little more slender thin ordinary, might squeeze 
" alt person. The young count of Salurais 
be grate, while I was there, aod the abbess 
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bad 
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ip»n at Vimiii, ami. not i.nlv hwntitiil, but getitei 
witly ind agreeable, of a grim family, anil ml 
licen ill* admiral ion of llie (own. I could nol forbeai 
shewing my surprize at seeing a nun like her. Sh< 
inade rat a thousand ohligin » compliments, and de 
sirc.l hf to coine often. It nootd He an infinite plea 
mre lu me, said she sighing, lint I avoid, with ihi 
greatest care, seeing any of my former acquaintance 
and, whenever they come 10 our convent, I lock my 
self in my ceil. I observed tears come into her eyei 
"bich touched me eilrentrlv, and I began to tall 
tender pity she inspired mi 



.11!. I i, 



le that she i 



perfectly hippy. I have since endeavoured to learn 
the real cause of lier retirement, without being able 
to B el * n y other account, but that every body wan 
surprised at it, and no body guessed the reason, I 
s to see her; but i 
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e had so little 
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gion, as since I 
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: so many poor tmhappv 
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p or other 
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.ice of them. I spent. ;il«»n tlvi hours there, and 
there were very few things that stopped me long 

consider Ihcin. Bnt the cumber is prodigious, 
being a very long gallery filled iid both aides, and 
five large rooms. There is a vnsl quantity of paint- 
ings, amongst which are runny fine minhiiro. ■■. ■ hnl 
the most valuable pictures are a few uf Correggiip, 

(eofTiriao being at the favorita. 

Bt of jewels did no! appear to me so rich 
as I expected to see it. Tbey shewed me here a tup, 
about the tirrota tea-dish, of one entire emerald, 
which lliey hail so particular a respect for, that only 
the emperor has I he liberty uf touching it. These is 
a large cabinet fnll of cnriosLties of clock-work, only 

(i! i.f whii li I thought worth observing; that was a 
wlish with all the motions so natural, that il wai 
id to distinguish it from the life. 
The next cabinet was a large collection of agates, 
lie of them extremely beautiful and of id un- 
mmon size, and several vases of lapis lazuli. I 
i surprised to see ibe cabinet of medals so pomiy 
.urnisbed: I did not remark one of any value, and 
they are kept in a most ridiculous disorder. As to 
the antiques, very few of them deserve that name. 
Upon my saying tljev ucri 1 ii.olIith. 1 could not for- 
bear langhing at die answer of the profound anti- 
quary that shewed iliem. that ..They were ancient 
enough, for, to his knowledge, they had been there 
these forty years •<$ bnt the neit cabinet divnird 
-I- 1 ii.iirT. Ipeiri^ U'iiIoipl; i'1-|. Iinp a parcel i.t unit 
CI, and toys in ivory, very well worthy to lie 
•atta to children of five years old. Two of the 



n-t in jewels, amongst which I was desired to ob- 
serve a ttuettbc iltat Ihirr assured me had spoke very 
wisely to the emperor Leopold, i won't trouble yon 
trills a catalogue of the rem "f ilie ] amber, but I ruiMt 
not forget lo in ecu ion a small piece of loadslo'ie lhat 



up n 



yfor 
ihal 1 llioii^bl tbr most curious in tile whole 
treason . 1 hen .ire some few hendu of aiu-ieut sh- 
mes; aud several of them are deFared Ly modern 

Gad ■ -.H. ■!,.. letter, and I dan hardly ask yoa lo 
be good-na lured enough In charge Hie dulness ol it 
on the barrenness of tbe subject, and to overlook 
the stupidity of Yours, ete. etc. 
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lline nights and da vs. bard post-It 
kingdom of tlohemla ia tbe most desert of any I have 
aeun in Germany. The tiltaoi am so poor, and the 
post-house* so ni scrub le, that clean ilraw and fair 
water are blessinpi not always to he met with, and 
lietleraecnmmod.il ion i«ot lo be hoped for. Thoaifb.1 
i'.I oivn lieil tvilhrae, IconWtllltwliuIfGnMi 
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flail rr place to set it np in ; and I lather chose lo 
travel iitl iiiglii, as cold as it is, wrapped up in my 
Furs, than go into the common stoves, which are 
tilled with a miitore of all sorts of ill scents. 

This town was once the royal seat of tbeBobemian 
kings, anil is still the capital of the kingdom. There 
are jet some remaias of its former splendour, being 
one of the largest towns in Germany, bnt, for the 
most part, old limit aut) thinly inhabited, which 
make* the honses very cheap. Those people of qua- 
lity who cannot easily hear the expencc of Tienna, 
euusc lo reside here, where they have assembling 
ninsick, and other diversions ( those of a court ex- 
cepted), at very moderate rates, all things being here 
in great abundance, especially the heat wild fowl 
I ever tasted. I have already been visited by some of 
Ihe most considerable ladies, whose relations I know 
at Vienna. They are dressed after the fashions there, 
after the manner that the people of Exeter imitate 
those of London; that Is, their imitation is more 
excessive than the original. 'Tis not easy to describe 
what eitra ordinary llgares they make. The person 
is so much tost between he.id-dress and petticoat, 
that they have as much occasion to write upon their 
bseks, .This is n woman,- for the information of 
travellers, aa ever a sign-post paiuter bad to write, 
« This is a hear.. I wiH not forget to write to you 
■gain from Dresden and Leipzig, being much more 
solicitous to content your curiosity, than to indnlge 
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'lis common I.. find the bodies of travellers in the 
y , Elbe ; bnl, thank God, that was not onr destiny ; 
"""" '' A *»nd we came safe to Dresden, so much tired with 
fear and fatigue, it was not possible lo compose my- 
self to write. After passing these dreadful rocks, 
Dresden appeared' lo rae a wonilerfillly agrc-i-aMi! 
ii"tijation, in a fine large plain on the banks of the 
Kibe. I was very glad lo stay ihere n day to rest my- 
self. The town, is the neatest I Lave seen io Germany ; 
most of the houses are new built ; the elector's pS 1 - ' 
lace is very handsome, anil bis iqio/jiiii T full ,ii 
c5rios'ities of different kinds, with a eoU&'tJon of 

medals Tery much esteemed. Sir , our kin;;'* 

envoy, came to see me here, and mad a me de L , 

whom 1 knew in London, when her litis Ipsrul was iu* 
n'isler Lo the king of PBfcrnd there. She oTfi;rcd me 
lo enlcrlSin "te, and brought 



■■ UNc, 



nth her, wboi 






(The Sri ion ladies resemble the Xn'strujn no more 
ihan the Chinese do those of I idoli : tliej are very 
getiteely dressrd after Ihe l'.n»li>h and French mCdes, 
and have generally petty fafc_f,i bnl they are the 
most determined minamlidrei in tlie whole noild. 
They would think It a mSr'tal s'i:i against '^.n.nl lin'rd- 
ing, if they ei'tlter spoke tie mb'vcd In a natural mi'n- 
■. They nil affeci'a little soft Irani and a pretty 
:y-pnt step: which female FrTiil'iits ought, how- 
', to be forgiven tbem in favour of their civility 
■vmd-riiiriire to strangers, which I have a_ great 
of reason to prajje. _, 

lie cWdn'tess of < Vueile is kepi prisoner in n inelan- 
'.tsrle. some leagues from hence, and I cannot 
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foiliear telling via what I heard of her, became i 

3' 1 1 lil IDI very I .-ili.i'V'iiciai y, ■ iimigh I foresee I 

shall swell roy letter to the axe 61m picket- — She was 
nnth&t to ina king ol Poland (Bftftflr Sf Sasony ), 

nte t dominion 6Vfr him, thai never I 
any l.nly limi so much power in that court, They iell 
I rtlfittnt »t8r) of hia majesty's first declaration of 
Love, which-hjiimde in a v"sjt to her, I ringing in one 
Ljih! a liiij; of a tiHiiilriid thousand crowns, and iri 
[lie other a hdrsc-shnc, which he snapped »sfim)i-r 
before her face, (faying her lo draiv the con'secincnees 
of suohreWkalde proofs ofstrl'c.gt}, aod liberality. 
I know no! which charmed her most, I ■ u 1 slir iiin 
scn'ted to leave her button d, and lo give herwlfop 
to him entirely, bfjn;; divorced pulj'lickly, in such 
a manner as by tlieir laws permit! either party lo 
m&r'ry a^ain'. God knows whether it was at this time, 
diet' fond lit, but 'tis eer^D the king 
the wPak'u^ss to msik* In r a forma! contract of 
rhige ; which, though it could «lgh\fy nothing 
life of the rjcitcn, pleaded her so well, that 
she could not he conl'uV'd w'illiiiiil' telling it to nil 
•he people sbe saw, and [jiving In isrlf the airs of t 
queen. Men ^mlnn- n.rv Iriiu-j while they are in 
lure; bn(, when the exceWof piskioi] was cdoled by 
long possession, bis majcslv I» j [;;iii lo reflect on the 
ill COns?qn;nees of leaving such a paper in her bands, 
itid desired (o have it restored to biui. lint she ra 
:hose to endure all the most viyl^nt effects of 
'lljjer I ha 11 -lie il ii [j ; mid though she 11 one 'if 
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i large (icusion, and the sPcfli iiy of a vaat sum of, 
money she has amassed, and lias, at la.it, provoked j- 
lUe king to confine her persou to a castle, v. here she 
endures 'all the terrors of a airtight eifiprisonment, 
•ild remains atill iuflcxihle either to threats or pro- 
mises. Her violent passions Have brought her indeed 
inio u(s, which, it ia mopped, wdl soon put an end 
10 hor life. I cannot forbear having some compos- * 
siou for a woman that suffers for a point of honour, 
however mistaken, especially in a country where 
points of honour are not ovcracrupuionsly observed 

I minlJ have wished Mr. W y'a business had 

permitted him a longer stay at Dresden. 

Perhaps I am paVtial to a town where tbey proless' f 
the prottst.int religion, hot every lliiog seemed to 
me with quite ain.ilj.-i- lit of po&ettssa than I have 
found in other platvs. Li'ifiii;:, ^here I am at pre- 
sent, is a town very considerable for its trade, and 
I lake this opportunity of bufing page's liveries, - 
gold staffs for myself; etc., all tilings of that kind 
beiug at least double the price at Vienna, pSrtly be- ,. 

- eluse of the excessive ciislomj, anil partly through. ' 

- wiut of genius and industry in the people, who make j* 
do one sort of thing there, so that the ladies are 
obliged to send even for their shoe; out of Saxony. 

(/.The fir here is one of the most c onagri Lie it 

many, and the resort of all the people of nullity, as 
' well as of the merchants. This is also a fortified to 

but I avoid ever me'nlionitig fortifications, being sen. 

aible that I don't know how to speak of them. 1 
ihm mora iasj uuiier my ifnnnisDs), when I rfl 
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_. _ .. B torp you'll willinglj forgive tlie pi.. 

"» for if 1 made yon Ike most ci.icf description of all 

" '" M wd baVtion's I see in my t.aveK I din 

r yoo would Dik me what it ft ravelin, and nkat 




Brunswick, November i3,0.S. 1716. 

M just ct'iiie 10 ISruiLswiek, a ver j old limn, bat 
h has the advantage of lirmg llie capital of the 
e of Wolfenbu tile's dominium, a family (no) 10 
speak of lis ancient honours) dhulriotu by having 
ill younger branch on tin? ilironr of England, and 
having given (wo empresses to German?. 1 bave not 
forgot to dunk yonr health in miin, which I (hint 
very well deaervea its reputation of being tlic beat 
in the world. This letter is the third I bave wrote 
to yon during my journey ; and I declare to you, 
that if yon don't send me immediately a full and 
true account of all the changes and chances among>t 
our London acquaintance, I will not write yon any 
description of Hanover, where I hope !o be lo-night, 

"lough I know you have more curiosity to hear of 

hat pla.ee than any other. 






Hanover, November i5, O. S. 1716. 

1 mcirvtD yonr ladyship's Idler l>ut the day be- 
fore I left Vienna, though, liy the date, I ought to 
have bail it much nooner; hut nothing was ever worse 
regulated than the poat in moat parts of Germany. 
T ran assure you the packet at Prague was behind 
my chaise, aruliu thai manner cmveyed 10 JJresden, 
»0 that the secrets of half the country were at my 
mercy, if I had ha<l auv cuiifsiJv fin- them. 1 would 
not longer delay my thanks for yours, though the 

dispose of. I am extremely pleased that I cen (ell 
yon, without UatietT or partiality, thai OBs yonng 
prince (1) has all Ihe accomplishments that 'lis pas- 
tittle to have at his age, with an air of surigfitlioeis 
rod understanding, and something so veiv engaging 
And easy in bis behaviour, lhal be needs not the ad- 
vantage of his rank to appear charming. I had [he 
honour of a long conversation with him last night, 
beforr the king r:mie in, His governor n-liml iiu 
purpose, as he told me afterwards, lhat I might make 
tome judgment of his genius, by hearing him spe.ik 
vritbonl constrain! ; and I was surprized at the quirk - 
ss and politeness that apptared in every thing he 

{1) The father of liii present nnjrsty. 
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laid, joined to a parson perfectly agreeable, anil the 








This luivn is neither large nor handsome; but the 




palace is capable of holding a much greater court 




cLmii thai of St. .Tamest. The king baa had the gooti- 




nr.ss to appoint as t lodging in one part of it, with- 




out whieh «t sboald have heen very ill accommo- 




cl»ted;for the vast number of English crowds the 


... 


town so much, 'tis very pood lark to get one sorry 


1 


room in a miserable tavern. 1 dined to-day with the 




Portuguese ambassador, who thinks himself very 




happy to have two wretched parlonr.s in an inn. I 




have now made the tour of Germany, anil cannot 




help observing a considerable difference between tra- 




velling here and in England. One sees none of those 




fine .seats of noblemen, so common amongst us, nor 




any thing like a country gentleman's Finu.se, though 




Ihey have many situations perfectly line. Hot Ibe 




whole people are divided into absolute sovereignties. 




where all the riches aud magnificence are at conrt, 




or into communities of merchants, such as Nnrem- 




bnrg and Frankfort, where they live always in town 




for the convenience of trade. The king's company 




of French comedians play here every night. They are 




very veil dressed, and some of them not ill actors. 




His majesty dines and sups constantly in pnhlick. 




ElkC conrt if very numerous, and bis affability and 




goodness makes it one of (he most agreeable places 




in the world. 




Dear madam, 




Yonr L. etc. etc. 





I 1.11 very glad, my dear ladyR 
been M well pleased, as you H 
of my rotnrningto England, Iho 
sures, I can assure you il has 
f hope too know meenoogb I 
..j r.p„„ .oncnins „,. " 
„f pi. 






1 me, at die report 
gb, like oilier pha- 

Ihke my «ord against 



, I am inncb nearer 10 London than I «» 
icks ago; bat as to the thought" of a return, 
I never was farther off in my life. I own 1 could with 
grejit joy indulge the pleasing hopes of seeing ynu 
aad the lery few others that share my rsleem : but 

while Mr. W y ia determined to proceed in hit 

design, I am determined to follow him. — I am run- 
ning on upon ray own affairs, that is lo say, I am 
going to write very dully, as most people do, when 
they write of themselves. Jviill make haste lo change 
the disagreeable subject, by telling you that I am 
now got into the region of beauty. All the wornrn 
have, literally, rosy cheeks, snowy foreheads and bo- 
soms, jet eyes-brows, and scarlet lips, to which ihry 
generally add coal-black hair. Those perfections never 
leave them, till the hour of their death, and have a 
very line effect by candle-light : hut i could wish they 
were bandsoroe with a little more variety. They re- 
semble one another as much as Mrs. Salmon's court 
of Oreat-Rritaiu, and aiehi as moth danger of melt- 
nay, by too near approaching the fire, which 



OK LAD* MONTAGUE. a. 

they, for that reason, carefully avoid, though 'tit 
now such excessive cold weather, thai I believe ihcy 
suffer extremely by that piece ofseif-deninl. The snow 
is already very deep, and the people begin to sbde 
about in their traliieaiix. This is a favourite diver- 
sion ati over Germany. They are little machines fixed 
upon a sledge, that hold a lady and a gentleman, 
and are drawn by one horse. The gentleman has the 
honour of driving, and they move with a prodigious 
swiftness. The lady, the horse, and [lie Irainean, 

are many of them together, 'tis a very agreeable show. 
At Vienna, where all pieces of ma gm" lice nee are ear 
ried to excess, ihcre are sometimes machines of this 
kind, that coal live or six hundred pounds English. 
The date of Wolfeubuttle is now at this court : yon 
know he is nearly related to our Ling, and uncle to 
the reigning empress, who is, I belieye, the most 
beautiful princess upon earth. She is now with chilli, 
which is all the consolation of the imperial court 
for the loss of ihe arch-duke. I look my leave of her 
the day before I lift Vienna, and she began to .speak 
to me, with so much grief and tenderness, of the 
death of thai yjnng prince, I had much ado to with- 
hold my (ears, foil know thai lam not at ail partial 
to people fur their titles ; but I own that I luve that 
charming princess, if I may nse so familiar expres- 
sion, and ;f I bail not, I should have been very much 
il end of an only sou, horn afler 
o long desired, and at length killed by want 
•f good management, weaning him iu the beginning 
i0 winter. Adieu, dear ladj IV , eooVvu.'oc ik 
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Be, aud believe none of your 



XIX. To «■: 



EUukenlpurg, December 17. 0. S. 1716. 

er, the very day I left 

■ li'.- I was 1 .nil in too 

lake the 



; hid yours, dea 
Hanover. You may eajdy 
great a hurry to answer it; hut you se 
lirst opportuuit; of doing myself Ilia! pleasure. I came 
here the i5lh, very lute at ni^bt, after a terrible jour- 
ney, in the worn! roads ami wwllicr that ever poor 
traveller suffered. 1 have taken this little fatigue, 
merely to oblige ihc reigning impress, and carry a 
message from her imperial majesty !o tbe dutches! 
of r.laiikruLwrjr, her mother, who is a pi()HJM| of 
great address and good breeding, and may be still 
called a fine woman. It was so late when 1 rame to 
ibis town, I did not thiol* proper to disturb Ihe 
duke and dntehess with the news of my arrival; 50 
I lookup my quarters in- miserable inn .' but as soon 
is I had scut my compliments to their highnesses, 
they immediately sent me their own coach and sii 
borscs, which had however euough to do to draw 
us up ibe very big)) hill on which Ihe castle is situa- 
ted. The duieheaa ii aitremely obliging to me, and 
a little court is not wilhont in diversions. The 
duke lollies at hansel every nighl, and the dulehcss 
Is so well pleased with my company, ibat 
it makes her play less than the used to do. I should 
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find it very difficult to steal time to write, if she mu 
not now at cbatch, where I cgumot wail ou her, not 
□uderslanding ihe language enough to pay my devo- 
tions in it. You will not forgive me, if I do no! say 
something t:< Hanover: I cannot tell yon that lb* 
icmn i.« i'ii!i r hi-jjiMir majrniliiniiii. The opera-house, 
which was Luilt by tin- laic elector, is much liner 
Ihau thai of Vienna. I was very sorry that the ill 
weather did not permit me to sec Hcruhanseu in all 
its beauty; but, in spite of the snow, ! thought (ha 
very fine. I was particularly surprised at 
:I number tif orange- trees, mudi larger than 
ten in England, though this i-limale is 

it night, at the king's talile, 10 see a present from 
n of thij country, of two Urge buki'i- 
e oranges and lemons of dilferent aorta, 
iiiiny of which were quite new to me; and, what 
I thought north all the rest, two ripe ananas, 
which, to my laste, are, a fruit perfectty delirious. 
Yon know they are naturally the growth of Hraxil, 
and I could not imagine how they came here but 
hy enchantment. Upon enquiry, 1 learut they have 
brought theirstoves to inch perfection, they lengthen 
their summer as long »s ihey please, giving to every 
plant the dcgrM of heat it would receive from the 
sun io its nat ve loil. The effect is very near the 
same: 1 am surpn;ril we 'I" not practice iu I'ngTand 
so useful an invention. Ibis reflection leads me to 
consider our obstinacy in shaking with cold live 
months iu the year, rather than make use of stoves, 
which uic (criainJy one of Ihe greatest 
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of life, besides, they are so far from spoiling lie 
form of a room, tliat they add very much la the 
magnificence of it, when tbey are painted and gill, 
ai they are at Vienna ot at Urejsden, where Ihey are 
often in the shapes of china jsrf, statues, or line ca- 
binets, so naliii:ill<, represented, ihat they are ool 
to be distinguished. If ever I return, m fc fiMW to 
the fashion, yon shall certainly see one in [he cham- 
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f will write often, since you desire it ; but I must 
beg yon lu he a little uioie particular in yours: you 
fancy me at forty miles distance, and forget that, 
after so long au absence, 1 ean'I understand hints. 
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roe for mating my desigi 

when yon say all the world are informed of il. ' 

may tell all the world in my name, that they 

never so well informed in my affairs as I am myself; 

that I am very positive I am at Ibis I 

where tbe carnival is began., and all 

sions are carried to the greatest height, except thai 

of mn^iin;;, which is never permitted 
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with the Turks. The baits an in pnbliel place*, 
where [he nien [>ay a gold lineal at nituuir. hut 
the ladies nothing. I am told that these houses get 
sometimes a thousand doeats in a night. Thry an 
very magnificently famished, and the inusiek good, 
if [hey had not that detestable enstom of mixing 
banting-horn* with it, that almost deafen the com- 
pany. But that none in so agreeable here, they never 
make a concert without them. The boll always con- 
cludes with English country-dances, to the nnmber 
" thirty or forty couple, and so id danced, that 
is very little pleasure in theiu. They know but 



1'" 

OTeet 



(fan, «nd thtj 



ears. I would fain have taught them 
int I Tound it would he some nionlbi 
labour to inuke them comprehend then- Last night 
there was an Italian comedy anted ai court : the 
scenes were pretty, but the comedy itself aui.li in- 
tolerable low farce, without either wit or humour, 
that I was snrpriied how all the court could sit there 
attentively for four hours to-rtlicr. No women are 
suffered to act ou the stage, and the neat, dressed 
like tbem, were such aukward figures, they scry 
ninth added to the ridicule of the spectacle. What 
•omplenied the diversion was the excessive cold, 
Which was to great I thought I should have died 
there. It is nan the very estreiuity of the winter 
here; the Dannba U entirely frozen, and the weather 
not to be supported without stoves and furs; bur, 
however, the air is ao clear, almost every body is 
Well, and colds not half ao common as in til-land. 
I am persuaded there cannot be a fwn »«, *»i 
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holcsume than ibat of Vicuna. The plenty 
cllenc* of all son* of provisions are gieate 
in in anv place I ever was before., ai 
very expensive (o keep a splendid table. ' 
a pleasure In pass through the markets, and see tl 
abnniiance of what we should tliink rarities, of fowl* 
.mil venison, I linl arc daily tronglil in from Hnogarj 
and Roheinia. Tlicy want nothing bui shell-iisb, and 
are so fond of oysters, thai they have them s»n 
from Venice, and eat them very greedily, slink o 
ii'it slink. Thus I ubey yonr commands, madam, ii 
giving you an account of Vienna, though I knov 
yon will not be satisfied with it. You chide me fo: 
my laziness in nol telling you a thousand agreeabh 
and surprizing things, that yon sav you are sine I 
have seen and heard. Upon my word, madam, 'I 
my regard for truth, and nut iar.iness, thai J do n 
entertain you with as in.oiv prodigies as other t.ravi 
lers use 1o divert their readers with. I might easi 
pick up wonders in every town I pas* through, ' 
tell you a long series of pop lab. minolei; hnt I cai 
not fancy that there is any tbin;; new in letting yon 
kurw that priests will lie, and the mob believe, 
the world over. Then as for news, that you are 
inquisitive about, bow cm it be entertaining to y 
(lhat don't know the peuple) that the prim 
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That I am. 
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1 *« now, clear litter, !t> take leave of yon for ■ 
long lime, and. of Vienna for ever, designing, to 
morrow, In begin my jiimiicv through Hungary, In 
,,! the excessive oold, and Jeep snows, which 
ii i-noue.li to damp a greater aeoxvge dun I am mis- 
tress of. Rot my principle oF passive obedience car- 
ries me thi-ori^li rn j i\ rliiiiL 1 - 1 hare had my andjence 

o be present when I wailed nil the reigning 
and after o very obliging rotivcrsatiou.bolh 
.mpei'i.il m;j ;r!-l ii-.s inviled nic (u lake Vienna in 
Gad back; but I have no thoughts of endonuj; 
a Fatigne. I delivered a letter froni 
e dntr.he.ss of ftlankeoborg. I staid but a Few days 
t, tbougli her highness pressed me very 
:> stay, and, when [left her, engaged me to write 
in her. I wrnte you a long letter from Ibeoce, which 
1 hope you have received, though you don't mention 
it : hut I believe I Forgot in « ell you uiie cnriosiij in 
nil the Germ.™ mm is, -..Inch I caiini.it forbear taking 
notice of. All the princes keep Favourite ilwarls. I he 
emperor anil empress have Iwo of ibrsc little moos- 
ten, as ugly an devils, especially the Female; bui 
Ihey arc all bedaubed will] diamonds, and stand al 
it majesty's elbow in all publiik places. The duU 
Wolfenbottle has one, and lite dutches* of Wan 

ion! hers, hut iu&eeo. >lie vno-v 
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proportionable 1 ever saw. I am told tlie ling of 
Denmark has so far improved upon thii fashion, 
thai his dwarf is ha chief minister. I can assig 
reason for iheir fondness for these pieces of defor- 
mity, but the opinion all ihe absolute princes have, 
that 'tis below them to converse with the rest of 
mankind ; and, not to be quite alone, they are fore 
to seek their companions amongst ;he refuse ol r. 

their court privileged to talk freely to Ihem. I am 
at present con lined to in; chamber by > sore throat, 
and am really glad of the excuse to avoid n 
people, that 1 love well enough to be very much 
mortified when I think I am going to p;irt with them 
for ever. 'Tis true tbe Austrian, are not commonly 
the most polite people in (he world, nor the most 
agreeable : bnt Vienna is inhabited by all natil 
and I had formed to myself a little society of si 
as were perfectly to my oivn taste; and, though 
number was not very great, I could never pick up, 
in any other place, such * iimnurr of reasonable, 
nsrcenble people. We were almost always together, 
and you know I have ever hpen of opinion, that a 
choneu con versa I ion, composed of a few that one 
esteems, is the greatest happiness nf life. Hrre are 
•onie Spaniards of both sexes, that have all the viva- 
city and generosiry of senlirm nis undent )y asci 
to their nation; and conld I belirve lb.it I be whole 
kingdom were like litem, I mnild nisi, nuihing mine 
my days there. The ladies of my ac- 
lave so much goodness for me, they cry 
"hcaever they see me, since I am determined to 
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I when I rcilrel on 
uoat every body 1 «ei 

difucully. Prince Eogen 
all things he eould tr. f 



his been 
Tsuatle c 



" fi 



I tlie 



Danube is thawed, that I may liavr the cooveniency 
of going by water, assuring me lhat tlie houses in 
Hungary are anch as are ho dclenei- against the wea- 
ther, anil that I shall be obliged ic travel three or 
four days between Bnua and Ejserk, tuition! finding 
any bouse at all, through desert plains covered wilt 
snriw, where the cold is so violent, many have been 
Killed by it. I own these terrors have made a deep 
impression en my mind, because I believe he tells 
me things trnly as thev are, and no body can he 
better informed of them, Now I have named that 
great man, 1 am nrt you expect I should say some- 
thing particular nl him. having the advantage of 
•eeinf! him very often; hut I am as unwilling lo 
apeak of hint at Vienna, as I should be lo talk of 
Hercules in the court of Omphiile, if 1 had seen him 
there. 1 don't know what coniforl other people iind 
In considering the weakness of great men (because, 

perhips,il brings tl nrart-r lo their level), hut 'tis 

always a mortiiicatijn to me, to observe thai there 
nity. The young prince of 



ton 



is the ; 






luudsoivie and polite with 

officers teil wonders of his gallantry the las 

paign. He id lodged at court with all the hi 
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jvo myjourney, too shall hear from nne t 
i sav, with great truth, in the words of Moi 
lave long learnt to hold myself as nothing;, hi 
when I think of ills fatigue my poor infant m; 
suffer, I have all a mother's fondness in my eye 
and all her leoder passion in my heart. 

P. S. I have Written a letier to my lady , On 

I believe sb' won't like j and, upon cooler reflect™ 
I think I bad done better to have let it alone ; bt 
I was downright peevish at all her questions, flu 
her ridiculous imagination, Ibal I have certainly ice 
abundance of *Ond>r* which I keep to myself 01 
of mere naiire. Shr is very angry thai I won't li 
[ike other tuwilTs I vrrilv believe she expects 
should fell bur of the anthiopcphagi, men whe 
beads grow below rh<-ir shunldurs; however, pi 
>.iy something to pacify her. 



XXII. To Bin. POPE. 

Vieona, January 16, O.S. I71J, 

I bivi not time lo answer your letter, being 
the hurry of preparing for my journey ; bn> I thinl 
I ought to bid adieu lo my friends with the si 
solemnly as if I was going to mount a breach, 
least, if I am to believe the information of thepeopii 

eed, the weather is at present such as very few 

with being frozen to death, buried in the sno 



derable escorte, so that, possibly, I may he diverted 

Willi a new scene, by finding myself ill the midst uf 

■ Utile. H«W my adveninies will conclude. I leave 

I .lin'ly to Providence: if comically, yon shall Lear 

of them. — Pray be so good a* to tell Mr. 

1 have received his letter. Mate hiiu my adieus; if 
I ttte, i will answer it. The same comphmcnl to my 
lady R— . 



XXIII. To tub CoOH-Tess of . 

Petervrai-sdin, January 3o, O.S. 17(7 

At length, dear sister, lam safely arrived wilh alt 
my family in 300 1 heal thai Peterwaradin. ; having suf- 
fered to Little fl»ta the rigour of the season (against 
which, we were all provided by furs) and found such 
tolerable ncrtmmi.ir.btir.il every « 1 1 ere. by the care of 
sending before, that 1 can liardlv forbear laughing 
niHD I recollect all the frightful ideas that were 
given me ol ibis journey. These, I sre, were wholly 
Owing (o the tenderness of my Vienna friends, and 
their desire of keeping me with tliem for this winter. 
l'erhu|>a it will unl be disagreeable to you 10 give a 
short journal of my journey, being ihrough a coun- 
try entirely unknown to you, and very little passed, 
even Ly the Hr.n^ariari tiiciiisi Ives, who generally 
elmse to take the couveniency of «,oing down the Da- 
nube. We have had the blessiog of bein.^ (a\Haie\ 
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wiih finer weather than is comnic 
the year; though the snow was 
obliged In have our own ciuii-hrs. 
neaux, wliii h move so swift and 



.lee 






iied upon trai- 
so easily,',,* by 
far the most agreeable manner of travelling post. 
We came to Boab (the second day from Vienna ) nit 

the seventeenth instant, where Mr. IV sending 

word of our arrival lo the governor, ibe best house 
in (he (own was provided for us, ibe garrison pnt 
nnder arms, D guard ordered at our door, and all 
other honour* paid to us. The governor and all other 

officers immediately waited on Mr. W , to know 

if there was any thing to be done for his service. 
The bishop of Temcswar came to visit us nilh great 
civility, earnestly pressing ns to dine with him neit 
day, which we relnsing, as being resolved to pursue 
our journey, he sent u» several baskets of witrter 
fralt, and a great variety of Hungarian winea, with 
a yoong bind just killed. This is a prelate of gicat 
power in this country, of the ancient family of N»- 
dasti, so considerable, for many ages, in t bis kingdom. 
He is a very polite, agreeable, cheerful old man, 
wearing the Hungarian habit, with a venerable white 
beard liown to his girdle. — II aab is a strong town, 
well garrisoned and fortilled, and was a long lime 
the frontier town between the Turkish and German 
umpire. It basils name from the river Rah, on which 
it is situated, just on its meeting with the Danube, 
in an open champaign country. It was first taken by 
the Turks under the command of bassa Sinan, in the 
reign of sultan Amnrath III, in the year 1 5o4. The 
governor, being supposed !o have betrayed it, w 
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r Ierward* beheaded by the emperor's cummand. The 
»f Swartienbnrg and Palsi retook il by sur- 
prize in i^oK, since which lime it Ins remained iu 
the hand* of the Germans, ibough the larks bom 
more attempted lo gain U by stratagem iu 164* Ibe 
cathedral is large and well linilt, which is all I taw 
remarkable in the town. Leaving Cumora on the 
other side llie river, we went Ihe eightccnih to Pio.i- 
muhl, a small village, nlierr, however, we made shift 

days travelling between this jilace and Boda, through 
the finest plains in the world, as even as "if they were 
paved, anil extremely fruitful; but for the most part 
desert and nuculiivated, laid waste by the long wan 
between the Turk and the ciajieror, mi ihe more 
cruel civil war, occasioned by lue barbarous perse- 
cution of tbe 1'ioleslant religion by the emperor 
Leopold. That prion bas left behind him the cha- 
racter of au extraordinary pieij, and was naturally 
of a mild mcniful temper; bul, pulling his cou- 

and treacherous lo his poor Hungarian subject),, titan 
ever the Tnrk has been lo the Christians; breaking, 
without scruple, hii coronation oath, and his laith 
solemnly given in many puhlick treaties. Indeed no- 
thing can he more melancholy tbjin, iu travelling 
through Hungary, to reflect on the former flourish- 
ing state of that kingdom, and to see tnch a noble 
■pot of earlh almost uninhabited. Such are also the 
present circumstances of Kuila (where we arrived 
very early the twenty-second), once the rc^iV w»V 
of the Hungarian kings, whose p*We vWim w» 
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reckoned one of the most beautiful buildings of the 
age, uovr wholly destroyed, no part of the town 
having been repaired since the last siege, bul the 
forliJirations and the castle, which is the present re- 
sidence of the governor general Raijnle. an officer 
□f great rami, He came immediately to see m, and 
tarried ns in hi* cioach to his boose, where I was 
received by his lady with all possible civility, and 
magnificently entertained. This citv is situated upon 
a little hill on the sooth side of the Danube. The 
ensile is much higher than the town, and from it 
the prospect is very noble. William the realls lie a 
vast number of tittle bonnes, hi rather hots, that Ihev 

^fiill the Rascian lonm, being altogether inllahited 
by that people. The governor assured me it would 
furnish twelve thousand lighting men. These towns 
took very odd; their bouses stand in rows, many 
thousand of Ihein so close together, thai they appear, 
at a little distance, like old-fashioned thatched tents. 
They consist, every one of them, of one hovel above, 
and another under ((round; these are their summer 
and winter apm lineiiis. Jtnilo wns first taken by So- 
lynian the niaj-nilieeiit, iu iSifi, anil lost tbv follow- 
ing year to Ferdinand the first, king of Bohemia, 
Solytuan regained it by the treachery of the garrison, 
and voluntarily gave it into the hands of king John 
of Hungary, after whose death, bis son being an in- 
fant, Ferdinand laid siege to it, and the queen mother 
as forced to call Solyman to her aid. He indeed 
liacd the siege; hut left a Turkish garrison in the 
>wn, and eommanded her to remove her court from 
tbence, which she ita> forced w submit to in. t5S,i. 
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esisted afterwards the sieges laid to it ity Ilir 
quis of Brandenburg, in thf year i5/ ( 3; count 
irzenburg, i5oW ; general Has worm, in iooa;and 
the dnkc of Lorraio. omrrrnrmil' v ol the emperor'* 
forces, in 1O8 4, to whom it yielded in 1G8H, after 
an obstinate defense, Apti bnssa, the governor, heiug 
killed lighting in the brrach with j roman bravery. 
The loss of ibis town was so important and so much 
resented bj the Turks, that it occasioned fthe dou- 
sing of their emperor Mahomet Ihe fourth, tbeyeai 
following. 

We did not proceed on our journey till the twenty. 
third, when we jia.wi! t.Fn-ungli A dam and Todowar. 
belli considcrahle towns when in the hands of the 
Turks, hut now quile ruined. Theremains, however, 
of someTurkisli towns -In" something of what they 
have been. This part of 'he country is very ranch 
overgrown with wood, and hitle frequented. 'Tin 
incredible what vast number of wild fowl we saw. 
which often live here tu a good old age, — and • nn 
disturb'd by gi 



oMohaicli, nudw 



five 1 

lietd near it, where Lewis, the young king o! Hnr 
gitry, lost his army and his Life, being drowned in 
a ditch trying to liy from lialybeos, general of So- 
lyiuan ihe iiiipiificcnt. This battle opened Ihe lust 
passage for the Turks into the bean of Hungary.— 
I don't name to you the little villages, ofnhich Inn 
say nothing remarkable; but I'll assure yon I have 
always Zoned a warm stove aui 1 . gi-«il pltuly, parli-- 
onlirlyof wildboar, venison, and all kn.tls of Abitr. 
The few pei.rle that inbabLl Onogat^ fcn «\-v\-i 
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■ ruiugli : i Ij ey have do money; but the woods and 
plains afford them provision in great abuudanee. 
They were ordered to give us all tilings necessary, 
even what bonMM pleased to ilemaud, gratis; hut 

Mr. Vf y would not oppress the poor country 

people, by making use of III is order, and always paid 
tbeiu to the full north uf what we had. They wore 
•u surprised at this nui-ipeoted gcuetosily, which 
they were jq little used in, thai tin -y always pressed 
upon us, at parting, a doieti of fat pheasants, or 
something of that sort, for a present. Their dress is 
very primitive, bans; only a plain sheep's slin, and 
a eap and boots of the same stuff. You may easily 
iaugUM tha lasts thorn many winters; and thus they 
have very little obtusion for money. The Lweuty- 
sistli, we passed over the froncn Danube, with si) 
our euuipage and carriages. We met, on the other 
lido, (■eiioral Veteraui, who invited us, with great 
civility, to pass the night at a little castle of his, a 
few miles olf, assuring us we shonld have n very 
hard day's journiy to rc.n:u Jissrek. This we found 
but tuo true, the woods Ijeitig very dangerous, and 
scarce passable, from the vast if nan til y oi wolves lh»t 
board in Iheiu- We came, however, sale, though late, 
to Eisi-ck, where wc stayed a day, to dispatch a cou- 
rier will! Jeliers to the bassa of lielgude; and I toot 
thai opportunity of seeing the town, which is not 
very large, hut fair bnih and well fortified. This "as 
a town ol j;reat Iradc, very rich and populous, when 
in the bauds of the Turks. It [4 situated on the 
Urave, whiih runs into the Danube. The bridge waa 
titvcmedonet.fthemosteitr.irirdinaryin thi- world. 
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lieinn; Eight thousand pirn long, anil all built o 
oak. It was burnt, and llie city laid In ashes by 
count Lesly, i6H5, but mi again repaired and for- 
tified by the Tnrks, who, however, abandoned it in 
«6»>j. General Dnnnewalt then took possession of it 
Cor the emperor, in whoss hands it has remained 
ever lines, and is esteemed one of the bulwarks of 
Hungary. The twenty-eighth we went to Bocnrwar, 
a very large Rasciau town, all built after the manner 
I have described to yon. We were met there by colo- 

uel , who wouid not suffer us to go any where 

but lo his quarten, where I found bis wife, a very 
agreeable Huaprian Uilj,and his niece and daughter, 
two prelly young women, crowded iulo three or font 
Raaeian houses, cast into one, and made as nidi and 
convenient as those places arc capable of being made. 
The Hungarian Indies are much handsomer iban 
those of Austria. All the Vienna beantiea are of that 
country. They are generally very fair and well sha- 
ped, and their dress, I think, it extremely becoming. 
This lady was in a gown of scarlet velvet, lined and 
faced wirh sables, made exact to her shape, and the 
•kirt filling to her feet. The sleeves Ere strait lo 
their arms, and the slays buttoned before, with two 
tows of little buttons of gold, pearl, or diamond:. 
On their heads tli-y wear a tassel of gold, that banes 

inr. — They gave os a handsome dinner, and I 

thought the conversation very polite and agreeable. 

hey would accompany us part of our way. — The 

entyniulb, we arrived here, wl.<:ie we were met 

the commanding officer, lit this \it»4 cA £\ *'»* 
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of the garrison. We are lodged in ihe beat 
wrlmeut of ihe governor's house, and entertained 
in a very splendid manner, lij the emperor's order. 
We wilt here Cxll all points are adjusted concerning 
out reception on iLe Turkish frontiers. Mr. W — y's 
courier, which he sent from Esseck, returned this 
morning, with, the hassa'a answer in a purse of scarlet 
saitin, which the interpreter here has translated. 
'Tis to promise him to lie honourably received. I de- 
sired him to appoint where ne should bt met by the 
nnooy. — He has dispatched the courier 
ng Betsko,a village in the mid way between 
lin and Belgrade. We shall slay here (ill we 
i answer. — Thus, dear sitter. I have given 
you a very particular, anil, I (in afraid you'll ihiul . 
a tedious account of this part of ray travels. It was 
not an affectation of shewiut* my reading, that has 
mndo me tell you some little scraps of the history 
of the towns I have passed through: I li3ve always 
avoided any thing of thai kind, when I rpoke of 
that I believed yon knew the stury of, , 



as myself, lloi 
which I belicv 



IK:;.,.;. I.. 



of ihe world, 
n you, 1 tbnu^iil \ou 



best hands. However, if you d 



I am promised to have, this letter carefully sent, 
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lo M». POPE. 



Uelgraile. February 



a, O.S. i 7 [7. 
in a long let lor 



erlij intend lo write 

Irwaradin, where I expected to stay Ihret 
or (our d:iys, but the haasa here was in moh haste 
t<-. Me us, thai he dispatched I lie cornier back (which 

Mr. W y I in J sent 10 know ihe lime lie i\r>i)l<) 

lend the eonvoy to meet us), without suffering him 
J to pull off his boo is. My letters were not thought 
important cnongh to stop our journey, anil we Jell 
Peterwarauin the next <lay, b,:ilig wailed on hy llie 
chief (.filers of the garrison, aod a considerable 
convoy of Germans and Rascians. I lie emperor hpj 
aeveral regiments of these peo|ile ; Imt, to say the 
troth, they are rather plunderers than soldiers; ba- 
ling no pay, and being obliged to furnish their own 
arms and horses; they ralber look like vagabond e.yp- 
■ie.i, or stout beggars, than regular troops. I eannii 
forbear speaking a word of Ibis race of creatures 
who are very numerous ali over Hungary. The T 
have ■ patriarch of their own at Grand Cairo, and are 
really of ibe Greek chnrch ; bot their extreme igno- 
rance gives their priests occasion lo impose several 
new notions upon them. These fellows, letting their 
hair and beard grow inviolate, make exactly ihe fi- 
gure of the Indian brauiins. They arc heirs general 
to all Ihe money of the laity, for whirl., in Mtura 
they give them formal pa— puns .igm-d and sealed fur 
heaven; sad the wives and children nnVi mftwreiv 'Ctai 
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hnn«* mil 1 rMii« In most other points the? foBow 
«h« i.t.«>: flint.-), — \11ii> httir digression has inter- 
*-P|,w,i „.* i. {up.- «,,!, wr jviism*i1 over the fields ol 
'ji'iiM'i!*. wiiftf iit« int: crrat victorv was "^^nifd 
)<« j.v.p,, ! nn«.|i« ,mtt the Turks. The marks of that 
f in» inn* l«-.i,i.-t ,:m rtt ret recent, the field being 
i-*.» *t »«-«••. I «iili th« bin:!* and carcasses of nnbnried 
n»»r. b.>*"*««*. «ti. : . opniris ] could not look without 
lv-»»ivn .a P jmrb rrwi'i-f-Js of m*Tur!ed human bodies. 
t>rtt u.tS.-ivii i-.fi... i,.i £ ,%n the ;n;ustice of war, that 
nnV** irn»i m r»«>i o^!t ncorsjarT bnt meritorious. 
^ntVi.nr f^Ttt* io W up* ncr proof of the irratio- 
na'itt •■<•' w^n. n,i % ^haion tine claims we pretend 
tn T^«<*n " tban the n»£* w th which they contest 
for » mhiIi •< .-»» of £ry> in*'. when such rest parts of 
fin«fV|l 'ai«u • r qn.te nn inhabited. T» true, custom 
ha* i»*w mi<U -| nnaTo.daMe: but can there be a 
gt f*n»f t ilrninnsti.it ion of want of reason, than a cus- 
tom hemp firmU • , *tabhshcd, so plainly contrary to 
the intr,rst of man in general? I am a good deal 
ini-lm'il tn li«|i# vi- Mr. Hnhbs, that the state of 
inr* t* n ^i.nir «vf war ; bill thence I conclude hut 
nniutr not i* imn.il, if the word reason means 
moil M-iiM-, nH 1 •» up pone it does. I have a great 
*>lm- mild' Ai-|.-ntiirtit« to »npprkrt this reflection; I 
wrtn i lnm«\ ft n-iMiMc yon with them, bnt return, 
\\\ * pUtn MXl.. k i,\ <),,< hihtoiy of mj travels. 

l\t \\«<iv m%»« «i |4«-i«ko v * ullage in the midway 

RON*** )Si r i>*.ti «n.| IVf«»rwara.lin> by an aga of 

tw* lW**«<vv ««^« ksN ,\i IN* i In. exceed in* Ac 

iWSwHw* K> ***» Kmm«Iiss< m*.^ i)»o<i£r thr Kama bad 

n K* »f*%J «-va*«> ik, **»>? »«*ibre A An mar 
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judge by this of their fears. I am really persuaded 
that they hardly thought the odds of one hundred 
men set them eren with the Germans; however, I 
was very nneasy till they were parted, fearing some 
quarrel might arise notwithstanding the parole given. 
We came late to Belgrade, the deep snows making 
the ascent to it very difficult. It seems a strong city, 
fortified, on the east side, by the Danube, and on 
the south, by the river Save; and was formerly the 
barrier of Hungary. It was first taken by Solyman 
the magnificent, and since by the emperor's forces, 
led by the elector of Bavaria. The emperor held it 
only two years, it being retaken by the grand vizier. 
It is now fortified with the utmost care and skill the 
Turks are capable of, and strengthened by a very 
numerous garrison of their bravest janizaries, com- 
manded by a bassa seraskier { i'. e. general ) ; though 
this last expression is not very just ; for, to say truth, 
the seraskier is commanded by the janizaries. These 
troops have an absolute authority here, and their 
conduct carrier much more the aspect of rebellion, 
than the appearance of subordination. Ton may 
judge of this by the following story, which at the 
tame time will give you an idea of the admirable in- 
telligence of the governor of Peterwaradin, though 
■o few boon distant. We were told by him at Peter- 
waradin, that the garrison and inhabitants of Bel- 
grade were so weary of the war, they had killed their 
haaaa about two months ago, in a mutiny, because 
*»* S« J mfFered himself to be prevailed upon by a 
" uvc purses (five hundred pounds sterling) 
permission to the Tartars to Yavt^gb ftv* 
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' ■• fi liiiiiei-j. We were very well pleased toiim 

vourable dispositions in llie people ; l>u 
when m tame hither, we fooad the rot 
heeu ill informed, and tlie rrnl irulh of llie story 14 
In' thill llie bir bum fell under the displeasure ol 
his soldiers for uo other reason bnt 
in minions on the Germans. They li 
heads, from that mildness, that he had inielli s cn 

quick enough from thence, Ihey assembled lliei 
seWps in a lumnllnons manner, and In force draggi 
ilieir bassa before the cadi and mnfti, and there de- 
manded justice in a mutinous way; one crying ont: 
VVhy lie protected (he infidels? another: Why L 
i<|ii.e7i'd them of their money? The bassa, easily 
.■Uf--iii:; rlii'lr f.niji.i^c, ^i J ' an I -i" replied tu ihi'Ul, that 
ihey asicd him loo many questions, ind [hat be hi 
but one life, which must answer for all. They then 
immediately fell upon him with their scy mi tars (wii 
nut waiting the sentence of the heads of the l;i w ;,. a 






. The 



:.^n l.n 



dared to punish tbe murder; on 1 
iiry, he affected to applaud the flctora of It, 

Fellows, that knew how to do themselves j't 
le lakes ol 1 p ret c nets of throwing money a mo 
irrison, and suffers them to mate little eici 

into Hungary, where lliey burn some poor 



:i:iy ii 



iinot be very i 
r the goyeram. 
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dismissed. after a night's l«rl«ui.; 



;' 






detains lis till ha 
which may, possibly, be 3 month a coming. In ill* 
mean lime, we are lodged Id one of the best house*, 
belonging to a very considerable (una amongst rhem 
and have a whole chamber of janizaries Co guard us. 
My ouly diversion is the conversation of our [lost 
A ill met- be g, a title something like thai, of CMal in 
Germany. His fatlier was a great pacha, and he has 
been educated in [he molt polite eastern learning, 
being perfectly skilled in 'he Arubiek and Persian 
languages, and an extraordinary scribe, v>'liieb they 
call effendi. This accomplishment makes nay to the 
greatest preferments ; Inn he tua had the good sense 
to prefer an easy, uniel, weme life, to all the dan- 
gerous honours of the Porte. He sups with u.v every 
night, and dr.nks wine very freely. You cannot ima- 
gine how much he is delighted with the liberty of 

pieces of Arabian poetry, which, 1 observe, are io 
numbers, not unlike ours, generally of an alternate 
verse, and of a very musical sound. Their expres- 
sions of love ace very passionate anil lively. I am so 
much pleased with them, I really believe I should 
learn to read Atahicti, if I was to stay here a feiv 
months, lie has a very good library of tbeii books 
of all kinds: and, as he tells me, spends the greatest 
part of his life there. I pass for a great scholar frith 
uun, by relating to him some of the Persian tales, 
which I lind are genuine. At lint, he believed 1 un- 
derstood Persian. 1 have frequent disputes with him 
ciineernrn;; ihi- difference of out customs, fM^rA- 
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l.n-li 1I11 I'liiilinciiiniil nl ut.iiieii. He insures nir the 
nothing Ht all iu il; only, any* lie, we Lave I] 
vantage that when nor wins .-heat uo, uo hody 
KIWI il. Hi' b»» *it,»Bd is more polile iLau man 



ChrUlinni 

,-,! iritli Urn. — iir bM 






II already wntf a good Human Land. H 
lliooo tmUMMtthl do mil hinder my wishing hear 
I v to bt i'ii I of this place ; though the weather 
.ulilcr ilia n i U'lirve it ever was, any where, bin 
Hen iiIiiulI. — Wvliave a Tery lai 'ge slove ronstanl 
f-rjil I ii 1 1, mill yi-l I In 1 n IndoWl of tLe rtinm artfroi 
ii llii- umiilr. — God knows when 1 may have I 
opportunity/ ofsrnctiiij; ill is letter : but I have written 
it for the discharge of tny own conscience; an 
-annol now reproach me that one of jours 1 

imefmhihAdtra. 



1. iiavp now, nia.laiD, finished 1 a journey tli. 
not been undertaken by any Christian, out 
time of the Greek emperors; and I shall Ml regret 
nil the fatigues I have aufferril in it. if it giT 
in up !!■ ii iiiniiy i.i ii musing yonr H.H. liy an i" 1 

(i) The Into queen CaroUm, 



OF LADT MONTAGUE. 7 J 

ibnssador?, anil those fcw English tha! have 
Ihcr, always going on the Danube Eo Hie* 

pdU, ii.it ike riMi mi dow fnwn.wdSlr. w_ 

hr would not defer his journey lam rl fattl r,.i,- 
veniency of Ibai passage. We crossed ilic deserts of 
Servia, almost quite overgrown with wood, though 
a country naturally fertile The inhabitant! are in- 
dnstrious; btit (he oppression of the peasants is so 
great, tlley are broad to abandon their Imuws, and 
neglect (heit tillage, all they have being a pre v to Ihr 
Janixactet, whenever (hey please lo sciie upon it. We 
had a guard of five hnudied of them, aod I was al- 
most in tears -very day, to see Iheir insolencJes in 
lilt poor villages through which m passed. — After 
days travelling ihrougb thick woods, we came 
Nis»», once the capital of Servia, situated in a line 
on Ihe river Nijvava, in ■ very good air, and 
I a soil, that the great plenty is hardly cre- 
ss certainly assured thai tlie quantity ol 
vintage was so prodigious, that ihev were 
forced lo dig holes in The earth to pu! it in, not ha- 
ving vessels enough in the town to hold it. The hap. 
pin ess of this plenty is scarce perceived by the op- 
pressed people. I saw here a new occasion for my 
compassion. The wretche* that had provided twenty 
waggons for our baggage from Belgrade hither for a 
certain hire, being all sent back without pajment. 
if their horses lamed, and others killed., with- 
y satisfaction made 'or them. The poor fel- 
ame round the lionse weeping anft \eatw;. 



10 Sin 

'■■I, mi 



pitiful manner, wiih- 






iil! hav 



n pocket, with all my heart ; 
ii i.ii-l j to tbl 
n them without 



n only giving 5. 






remorse. After four days journey from this place 
r (be mountains, we eanir to Sophia, situated in 
rje beautiful plain on the river Isca, and snr- 
mlcd with distant mountains. 'Tia hardly possible 
ire a more agreeable hnilskip. I lie city itself is 
»rrv large and eylrcni'ly [populous. Here ire hot 
lullis, very famous for 'Licir rm-drciuiil virtues. — 
I 'our days journey from hence we arrived at Pbilip- 
popohs, after having passed 'lis ridges between the 
mountains of Hirmus ainl Rhodope, which are always 
covered with anow. This town is situated on a rising 
ground, near the river Helirus, and is almostwhol- 
ly inhabited by Greeks: here arc still some ancient 
Christian churches. They have a bishop *. and seve- 
ral of llie richest fin I'ks live litre; but they are for- 
ced to conceal their wealth niih great fin-, tbe ap- 
pearance, of poverty (which includes pari of its Lu- 
■.invenienees) being all their security against feeling 
itin earnest. Tbe conolry from henoe to Adrianople 
is the iinest in ibe world. Vines grow wild mi al! 
the hills, and the pt-rprtual sprm^ rhey enjoy makes 
every thing pay and flourishing. Jim this climate, 
happy as it seems, ran never be preferred lo England, 
wiih all its frost* and snows, while we ore blessed 
easy government, under a king who makes 
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[i happiness consist in the liberty of Li 



77 



: 



iple,md chooses rather to be looked nponos their 
father than their mauler. — This theme ivoald carry 
me very far. itttl I am sensible I have already tired 
oot yoor R. H*s patience. Rnt niylrltrr is in yonr 
hands, pnd yon may make it ai short as yon please, 
□to the fire, when weary of reading 



Willi the greatest respect. 



XXVI. To tbk 



Adrianoplc, April :, 0. S. 1713 



ilo a new world, where every ihi g 
ice appears to me a change of scene : and I write 
to your ladyship with tome content of mind, hoping, 
at leas!, that yon will find the charm of novelty in 
my letters, and no longer reproach me that I tell 
you nothing eitra ordinary. I won't I rouble yOH 



■■<■! :.i 



rney; 



hut I mua 



not omit what I saw remarkable at Sophia, one 0) 
the most beautiful towns in the Turkish empire, anil 
famous for in hot baths, (hat are resorted to both 
for diversion and health, I stopt here one day, on 
purpose to see them | md cUwgning to go incognita, 
I hire J a Turkish coach. These voitures are not at 
all like ours, but mnch more convenient for the 
country, ibe beat being ho great thai glasses wonltl 
be very trotihlesome. They »re made » good deal in 
nf the Dutch itagc roicus-V ^»*™* 
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wooden lattices painted and gilded : |QC inside be 
also painted with baskets and nosepayj of flowi 
inlflrmiietlooiniiionlvivirhlinlipiK'iii'aliniiir.i/lhrt 
are covered all over with starlit clotli, lined with 
ailk, and very "(ten rirlily pNilniiidercd anil fringed. 
— This covering entirely bide* the persons in tl 
but mar be thrown hauls at pleasure, and llms 
mil the ladies lo peep through the lattice*. They 
hold four people very conveniently, sea 

In one of these covered waggons, I went to the 
bagnio about ten o'clock, it was already lull of wo- 
men. It is built of stone, in the shape ol a 
with no windows but in the re>of, which gives ligb 
enough. There were five of these dnni- a j.-.iiiln ■ u 
gethrr, the outmost being less thru the rest, and 
serving only as a ball, wli'-re I lie [hit tress stood al 
door. Ladies ofijnr.liiy gesiiTiillv give this woman a 
crown or ten shillings, and 1 did not forget that n 
remony. The neit room is a very large one, paled 
with marble, and all round it are two raised sofas, of 
marble, one above another. Then; "ere four foun- 
tains of told water in ibis room, falling first into 
marble basons, and then running on the floor in little 
channel.* made for that purpose, nhirh carried the 
streams into Ihe nut room, something less than this, 
with the same sort of marble sofas, but so hot with 
steams oL sulphur, proceeding from the bath* joining 
to it, 'twas impossible to stay there with one'sclotbes 
on. The two other domes were the hot baths, on 
which bad cocks of cold water turning into 1 
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i id my travellii 



i, tad oettainji 



V .lji|)-.n 



; habit, which ii 



riding 






at sllf'n ml 

mperlinent cariosity, Imt re- 
ceived me niili all ihe obliging civility possible. I 
know no Eurojiean court, where the ladies would 
have behaved themselves in so p.. hie a nninu-r i<> 
auch i stranger. I believe, upon Ihc whole, there 
irate two limnlivd Homos md JM none of those 
disdainful smiles, and satirical uhispers, that never 
tail ia our assemblies, nhen any hudy appears thai 
is not dressed rsneily in the f.i.-Liuti. They repented 
over and over tonic: n fruitier., pes Gciuxa l,<j which 
ix nolhing bnl i charming, very charming. ■■ — The 
first sofas were covered with cnshiont.iud rich car- 
pels, ou which sat the ladies ; and oo the second 
their slaves behind them, but \\ithnut any distinc- 
tion of rank by their dress, all being in the state of 
nature, that it in plain Ln^lish, stark naked, with- 
out any heanlv or delect concealed. Yet there nil 
not the leafl wanton smile or immodest gesture 
among them. They walked and moved with the same 
majestick grace, which Milton describes oar general 
mother with. There ivcrc many amongst them,™ 
exactly proportioned as ever any goddess was drawn 
by the pewil iif a fiuido or Titian, — I 
their skin* ihinin^ly while, only adorned by ihdi 
beautiful hair, divided into many tresses, hanging on 
their shoulder*, braided either with pMlIo 
perfectly rep res rutin;; lite (ignfes hi vne ^v.ic<:*. 
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I was facte convinced of il.e truth of ■ reflection 
t Lave often made, that, if il were the fashion ti 
naked, the 'act would be hardly observed. I pei 
Yed that the ladies of the most delicate skins and fi- 
nest shapes bad the ^realrst slinre of my admira- 
tion, though their faces were sometimes 1«1 be 
fnl than those of ibeir companions. To tell you the 
truth, I had wickedness enough to wish secretly that 
Mr. .lervaa could hive Iitec there invisible. I fancy 
it would have very mncb improved bis art, to lee io 
many line women naked in different post ores, so me 
in conversation, some working, other* drinking cof- 
fee or sherbet, and many negligently lying on their 
tnshions, while tlieif slaves (generally pretty girl* 
ofscvenlcenor eighteen) were employed in braiding 
their hair in several pretty fancies:. In short, 'lis ihe 
woman's coffee-house, where all the news of the 
towo is told, scandal invented, etc. — They general- 
ly take this diversion once a week, and stay there at 
least four or five hours, without gelling cold by im- 
mediately coiuinc; out of the hut-kiili into the cold 
room, which was very surprising to me. Tbe lady 
that seemed Ibc most i onsielerable among them, en- 
treated me to sit by bee, and would fain have un- 
dressed mefoMhefaath.teicuied mytelf wilh some 
•liffieulty. They being, however, all so earnest in 
persuading me, I was 81 last forced to open my shirt, 
and shew ihem my stays, which satisfied them very 
well : for I saw they believed I was locked up in that 

B, and that it was not io my own power I 
open U, which ronlrivanee they attributed to n 

i, — I «».« charmed with their civility at 
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and should have been very glad I( 



more time wilh (hem; bu 


Mr. W~- .solving to 


pursue his journey next morning early, I on m 
haste to seethe ruin] of Justinian's dinrch, nhi.-li 


did Tint afford me so agree 

left, being hltle more tLjn 

Adieu." madam, I am snr 


We a pimped u I hod 
I have now entertained 


saw in your life, Biid what 
be found in one of these p 


h a sight, as yon never 
no book of travels could 
than death for a man to 



I 



Adrianople, April 



.1717. 



hjt I am very exact in keeping the pro- 
mise you engaged ma to maLe. I Loo* not, however, 
■ffeether foot r.nriositv will lie intislied with the ac- 
counts I shall give you, tho' I can assure yon, the de- 
sire I have to oblige JOO to the utmost ol my poucr 
ban D»de uie very diligent in my inciniriea and 0I1- 
sti vjitiiius, 'Tis certain no baye but very imperfect 
accounts of tlit manners and religion of these people! 
this part of the world being seldom visited, hut l>y 
merchants, who mind little hut their osvn affairs; or 
travellers, who make loo short a stay to he able to 
report any thing exactly of their own knowledge. 
The Tnrksaic loo proud 10 converse familiarly with 
merchant*, who ran give no better account of the 
ways here, than a French refngcc,\oi%m^\aa qpj«- 



TRt in Greek-s 
gland. The j. 

hither euum 
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reel, coald wrile of ihe couit o: 
uniey we have made from Felj 
possibly be passed by my oM ol i 



mpany, s 



inhliek character. Tbe desert woods t 

refuge of thieves, who rob, fifty in ■ 
lhat ire bad need of nil onr guards to 
ill the villages ire so poor, that only 
force could eiton from theiu necessary [II iTIIlIlWI" 
Indeed ihe janizaries bait no mercy on their pover- 
ty, killing all rbe po^.liry lull cheep ihej ConM li:id. 
without asking lo whom Ihey belonged : while the 



I pot 






fear of being bealen. Lambs jus! fallen, geese and 
turtles big with egg, nil massacred without distinc- 
tion. I fancied I heard (he complaint) of Melibens, 
for the hope ol bis Hock. When the pachas [ravel, 

with eating all ihal it to be eaien belonging to ihe 
peasants ; after they have crammed themselves and 
their numerous retinue, ihey have the impudence 
to exact whal Ihey oil trrlli-iitonry, a contribution 
for the use of their teeth, worn with dologthem Ibe 
honour of devouring tbeir meat. This is literally 
and B aH Otty true, however exiravagant it may seem ) 
and such ii the natural conn pi inn of a mililary go- 
vernment, their religion ooi allowing of this barba- 
rity, any more than oors does. 

I had the advantage of lodging three weeks it 
Belgrade, with a principal effcndi, lhat Is In say, i. 
scholar. This set of men are equally capable of pre- 
ferments in tbe law or the church ; those two sciences 
being rail into one, and i lawyer nud a priest heine; 



I 



fool* 31 
power i 
learniof 
" tk ike; 

■K lU.- . 
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e word io llie Turkish language. They 
iralj men really considerable in the empire, 
K the profitable employments and ihuridi revenues 
are in their hands. Tile grand senior, though gene- 
ral heir to his people, never presninej In toaeh 
their h.nd.t or money, which go, in mi iiiilutrrrnp- 
led succession, lo their children. "Ti.i true, they lose 
(his privilege by accepting > place at court, or the 
title of paeha ; Lnt there are few examples of anch 
fools among (hem. Yoa ma; easily judge of lite 
I of these men, who have engrossed all the 
,st all the wealth of the empire. 
: . ibej ilt.ir iire tin- teal authors, Iho' the soldiers 
irs, of revol'J lions. The; deposed the Lite 
sultan Mnslapha, and ihcir power is so will known, 
that 'tis Jhe emperor's interest tofiuitri them. 

This is a long digression. I was going to tell yon 
that an intimate daily conversation with the eflendi 
Achmet-bcg gave me an opportunity of knowing 
(heir religion and morals in a more particular man- 
ner than perhaps any Christian ever did. I explain- 
ed to liim the diUpnotte between the religion oF 
England ami Home ;<uiil he was pleased to hear ihere 
were Christians, ll.at did not worship images, or 
adore the "Virgin Mary. The ridicule of transubstan- 

ring oar creeds together, f uiu convinced (l.al if 
our friend Dr.— — had free liberly or preaching 

rality lo Christianity, whose notions are very liltle 
diffewol from his. Mr. Winston wooM make I ret) 
good .ipostte here, i don't doubt hut \ii» wiaWAWm 
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much J ' iv 1 . 


if you communicate t| 


but lell him, be must lirst have t 


before he c; 


in possibly be oFany n 




Into as many sects Id 


the first ini 


litution as much negl. 


by interprii 


tations. I cannot her ( 


ou the natu 





e the gift of longuefl, 
tse. — Ma hornet is ni 
s Christianity, and 
ich neglected and obscured 
e forbear reflecting 
kind, !□ make tnys- 
terics and novelties. —The Zeidi, Rndi, Jabari, etc., 
put ine in mind of the Oitholicks, Lutherans, and 
Calvinists, and are equally zealous against one an- 
other. Bat the most prevailing opinion, if you search, 
into The secret of the effendil, is plain Deism. Tbia 
is indeed kept from the people, who are amused 
Kith a thousand different notions, according to the 
different in teres is of their preachers. — There are 
very few amongst them ( Aihmet-beg denied there 
were any) so absurd, as to set up for wit, by de- 
claring they believe no God at all. And sir Paul 
Rycaut is mistaken (as lie commonly is) in coiling 
the sect Mute: in ( i. e. the secret with os) Atheists, 
they being Deists, whose impiety consists iu making 
a jest of their prophet. Aehmet-beg did not own to 
me that be was of ibis oj.inion, tint made no scruple 

Irinkiug wine with the same freedom we did. When. 



I asked him how be came ti 



hcmndeai 



:, that all the ci 



himself that li- 
•s of find 



ever, that th* prohibition of wine 

\iiii, iii.il iiic-iinl for ibe roiiirn 



I Ike prophet never designed to confine those 
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1 knew how la nse ii w itb moderation; never- 
e s«id thai scan dal onght to be avoided T 
and tli.U he never drank it in pnblick. Lliitf is the 
general way of thinking amongst then), and very 
few forbear drinking nine, that are able to afford 
il. He assured me that, if I understood Arabick. I 
should be very Weil pleased with reading tbe alco- 
rau, which is so far from the nonsense we charge 
it ivilii, I hat 'tis the purest morality, delivered in 
tho vc'iy best language. I have since heard impartial 
Christians speak of it in the same ro^nuci ; and I 
don't doubt but that all our translations »:.e from 
copies got from the Greek priests, who woold not 
fail to falsify it with the extremity of malice. No 
body of men ever were more ignorant, cr more cor- 
rupt; yet they differ so little from the Romish 
church, that I confess nothing gives rue a greater 
abhorrence of tbe cruelty of your elergy, than tbo 
barbarous persecution of them, whenever they hav 



i, fur 






■i than the* 



Hot acknowledging ihc pope. The dissenting iu that 
one article has got them the titles of llercticks, anil 
Schismaticks ; and, what is worse, tin* same treat- 
ment. I found at Philippopolis a sect of Christian! 
that call themselves Paulines. Tbey shew an old 
church, where they lay St. Paul preachrd, and ho 
is their favourite saint, after the same manner that 
Su Peter bat Home; neither do they forget to give 
biro the preference over the rest of the apostles. 
"" it of all the religions I have seen, that of the 
mots seems tome the most particular; they are 
es of Arnounlhch, the ancient. M.ace&(niiB, inA 
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still retain (be courage and hardiness, though they 
have lost ihe name of Macedonians, being (he beat 
militia in ibe Turkish empire, and the only check 
upon Ihe janiiaries. They ate Tout soldiers; we had 
a guard of them, relieved in every considerable town 
we passed; they are all clothed and armed, at their 
own ex.pe.nu:, dressed in clean while course cloth, 
carrying gnus of a prodigious length, which they 
run with on their shoulders, as if they did not feel 
the weight of them, the leader singing a sort of n 
rude tune, not nnpleasaul, and the rest inaldiij; up 
ihe ebrtna. These people living between Christians 
and Mahometans, ami not briny skilled in contro- 
versy, declare thill they are utterly unable tojudge 
which religion Is best; but, to be certain of not en- 
tirely rejecting the truth, they very prudently fol- 
low both. They ^o to the mosques on Fridays, and 
to tiie church on simdays, siij-ing, f<ir their excuse, 
that at the day of judgment iliey a re sore of protection 
from the tins prophet ; but which that is, they an 
not able to determine In this world. I believe there 
is no otlifj? race of mankind, who have ao modest 

These arc the remarks 1 iiave made on the direr- 
sity of religions I have seen. I don't nsk your par- 
don for the liberty 1 have taken iu speaking of the 
Roman. 1 know you equally coui'emo the quackery 
of nil churches, as mr'li a- you revere the sacred 
truths, iu which we both agree. 

You will expect I should say somethiug to you of 
the antiquities of this country, but there are fen 
icient Greece. We passed near the piece 
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n urch which is commonly called Trajan 'a gal?, 
a supposition lliat be madi- if to shut up the 
passage over the moanlnins, between -Sophia anil 
Philippopoli's. lint I rather believe il the remains of 
sonic triumphal arch (though I could not see any 
inscription); for il lb.it passage had been shnt op, 
there are many others that would serve for (he 
march of an army ; and, notwithstanding the story 
of Baldwin, earl of Flanders, being overthrown in 
these straits, alter he won Constantinople, I don't 
fancy the Germans would lind themselves stopped 
by them ul this day. "Tis true, the road is now made 
( with great industry )as commodious as possible for 
the iu.h, h of the Turkish army : there is not one 
ditch or puddle, between :his place and lli-lgiade, 
iliat has iiol ii lar^e iiroug bridge of planks hnilt 
over it; hnl (he precipices -ire not so lerrihleas I had 
hiMi-d them represented. At these mountains we lay 
at the lil.lc village Kiskoi, wholly inhabited by 
Christians, as all the peasants of Bulgaria are. Their 
houses are nothing but Utile lints raised „1 .In t bt- 
ked in the sen, and they leave ihem and lly into 
the mountains, some months before the match of 
the Turkish army, wbu would rise entirely ruin them, 



by .hr 






their whole hocks.- 



I his 






tracts of land lying in cuuuuon, they have the lih< 
of .-owing what they please, and are generally v 
industrious husband mm. 1 drank here several si 
ot deli. ■. oils wine. The women dress Iln:luselve> 
■ great variety of coloured glass heads, and arc 
ugly, but of a tawnej coinpleiiju. I \iave uo-n \ii\i 
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joq all lb.it is -worth lellinj you, and perhaps more, 
relating to my journey. When I am at Constantino- 
ple, I'll try to pick up some curiosities, and then 
yon shall hear again from 

Yours, etc. 
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I. To THE 


Co nBT «s 


o* 


Jf . 






Adda 


nople, April 


> o 


S. 1717. 


A, 


I neve 


r can forget 


the sinlillioi 


of 


you lady- 


j]n| 


■ con 


lands, my fi 


r>( bo sines 


lie 


e has been 


to I 


iqnire 


I'lrr the sniffs you orde 


red 


me (0 look 


for. 


without being able 


o Hod what 


ron 


voultl like. 


Tha 


differe 


nee of the 


dress here 


nJ 


it London 


isSD 


git**, 


the same sor 


. of things 


are 


mi proper 


for 


eftan 


and mant 


aux. However 


I will not 






, buti 






linoplc, though I have reason to believe there i ( 
nothing liner than what is to he fonnd here, aa this 
place is at present the resilience of the conrt. The 
grand signior's eldest daughter was married some 
few days before I came Lither, and upon that oc- 
casion Ihe Tnrkish ladies display alt their magnifi- 
cence. The bribe was conducted to her husband's 
i in very f;reat splendoui 



the laic 



who v 



i tilled 



though that ought rather 
r, the g. 



called a 



with him; bow- 
t of his wealth is hers. Me had 
iting her in the seraglio : and, 
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H 


being one or tbe handsome 


st men in (he empire. 


had very much engaged lier 
saw Ibis second husband, 


ffectious. — Whc.isl.e 
who is at least fifty, 


alie conld not forbear burst 


°B 'o«> '">" 


He is in- 


deed a niao of merit, and ih 


e declared fa 


Oiirile of 


the saltan , ( which they cal 


masayp) b 


I thai ii 


net (Bongfa to make him p 
oicl of thirteen. 




eye, of, 


The government here is • 


nrirely id the 


h'ilil- il 


•he army. The grand signio 


, with all hi 


afasolnte 


and trembles at a janizary's 
di-ed, a uracil greater appear 


■Mat of .^nbje 


"j;~Jz 



■moofiat I 
net u. 

,v, : 
r.iuii. 



iter of =(ate is not spoke to, 

; should a reflection on hit 

net he dropt in a coffee-house ( Cor they have 

?ry where), the honse would he raied to 

and perhaps the whole company pni to 

No bursa inn mohs, senseless pamphlets, 

iispntcs abont politicks : 



iseipientia] iH that free-dor 



-But when 



1 



None of our harmless callinf 

displeases tbe people, in three Louis 
he is dragged even from bis master's arms- 
cut off Lis bauds, head, and feet, and throw 
before the palace-gate, with all the regret in 
world; nbile the sultan (to whom ihey all pro- 
■d adoialion) Bits trembling in bis 
lares neither defend nor rcTen^e hu 
j the blessed condition of \W t 









will. 



1 iimiiot help wishing ,in I lie loyalty of my heart, 
llial tin? parliament would aeud hither* ship-load of 
your passive obodiect men, thai tkey might in ai- 
llilrary government in its clearest strongest light, 
where 'lis hard tojndgfl whrther (he prince, people, 

reflexions on this subject ; hut I know, madam, your 
own good hoik basjilready Furnished you with better 

I went yesterday along with the i'mnch ainbassa- 
tlrrss to see the grand sjgoioT in his passage to the 
mosque. He was preceded by a numerous guard of 
janizaries, with vast white feathers on their heads, 
aa also by the spahisand bostariKees, ( Ihcse are foot 
and horse guards ) And the roycl gardeners, which 
arc a very considerable body of men, dressed in dif- 
ferent habits of line lively coloors, so thai at a <Uj- 
tanee ihey appeared like a parterre of tulips. After 
them the aga of Ihe janimriei, in a role of pnrple 
velvet, lined with silver tissue, lis horse led by two 
slaves richly dressrcl. INVil him the kyilier aga(yonr 
ladyship knows, this is Ibe chief guardian of the 
seraglio ladies), in a derp yellow cloth ( which suited 
very well to hi., black face) fined with sables. Last 
CMaa his Sublimity bimsrlf, arrayed in green, lined 
with the fur of a black Muscovite fox, which is sap- 
pr;sed to be north a thousand pounds sterling, nnd 
mounted on i Imc horse, nilhfurnilnre embroidered 
with jewels. Si* more h"isr-i, richly ciparisoued, were 
led by lii in ; iii i,i two of his [iiiitip.it uonrtien bore, 
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one his gold, and ibe other bis silver coffee-pot, on 
katftff; another ca tried a silver stool on his head for 
liira to sit on. — It would be too tedious totellyt.ur 
ladyship the varinns dresses and Inrhants by which 
their rank is distinguished ; but tbey were all eilre- 
mely rich and g,ly, to the nnmber of some Ihon- 
sauJs; so that perhaps there cannot be seen i more 
beautiful procession- 'Ibe sultan appeared to us a 
handsome man of about forry, wild something, how- 
full and black. He happened lo stop under the wi.i- 
dow where vie stood, and ( I snppo>e being told who 
we were) looked npon ns very attentively, so thai 
we had InD leisure to consider him. The French am- 
bassadress agreed with me as to his good mien. I 
see that lady very often | she is young, and her con- 
versation would be a great relief to me, if I conld 
persuade her to live wiihout those forms and cere 
monies that make lire Formal anil tiresome. Bnl she 
is so delighted with her ;; in [■'!>., lirr four and twenty 
footmen,; ;eullemen-ushers, etc., lhatshe would ralhrt 
.lie iliao uiAe mc a visit without them, not to rec- 
kon a coach fill of ,-ittcudiug damsels ycleji'd maids of 
honour. VVliat vexes me is lliat . as long as she will 

I troublesome equipage, I am sbliged 
do the same; however, our mutual interest makes 
touch together. I went with her the oilier day 
round Ibe town, in an open gill chariot, with onr 

ittendants, preceded by onr guards, 
who might have summoned the people to see what 
they had never seen, nor ever perhaps wnnld see 
again, 1 wo young Christian ami 



2" 



time. Yjui ladyship ma 

vast crowd of spectators, bnl all 91 

an j of them bad taken the liberties (■ 

any strange sight, onr janizaries had 

of falling on them wilh their scjmitars, without 

danger for so do.ng, being above law. Tfcese people 

however (I meao the jnni74ines) have some good 

qualities; they are very sealous and Taithft 

Ihey serve, and look upon it aa their bin 

light for yon on all occasions. Of ilia I ha 

pleasant instance in a village ou tin. side Philippo- 

polis , where we were met liy our domeatick guards. 

I happened lo bespeak pigeons for soppcr, npon 

which one of mv janiiuiea went immediately 

cadi ( die chiel civil officer of the town) and ordered 

him to send in some dozens. The poor man answered 

thai he already sent ahont, bnt conld get n 

jani^rv., in the height of his 7cal for my 

telling him he deserved death fur his impnd 
offering lo excuse his not obeying my command; 
but, nnt of respect to me, he won id not punish 
it by my order. According he came very gravely 
me, lo ask what should be done 10 him ;' adding, 
by way of compliment, lhat, if I pleased, he would 
me his head. — This may give you some idea 
of [be unlimited power of three fellows. 
Din brothers, and bound to revenge 
done to one another, whether a! Cairo, Aleppo, or 
any part of the world. This inviolable leflgae make* 
so powerful, that the greatest mi 
■iiHTiks in them but in a flattering 
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■ Asia, any man thai is rich it forsed ro enroll 
janiiary to secure hi* estate. — Bui I lioie 
cadj said enough, and I dare swear, dear madam, 
that, by this time, 'tis a •fry comfortable reflection 
to yon, thai there is no possibility of yonr reiieiying 
■Belt a tedious letter hut once in sin month i ; 'tis 



- _i 

gular in letting me know what pauses on your side 
of the globe, as I am careful in endeayonriug to 
amuse yon by the account of all I Me bete, Hint I 
think worth your notice. You coot.nl yourself with 
Idling me over and oyer thai the town is very dull: 
it may possibly be thill bo you. when evrry day dors 
net present yon with something new ; hut foe me, 

icems veiy stale with ynu, would be Very fresh and 
sweet here. Pray let me into more particulars, and 
I will try io swakm yonr gratitude by giving you 
tine relation of the novelties of this |ilace, 
ieof whicli woolil surprize yon marc tbnti ■ sight 
if my person, us I am now in my Turkish habil, 
ingh I believe yoa would be. of m-v B\f\isKwv,'ft»X 



Irianople, April i, 
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ibly bp coming. — I intend to send yon my 
picture; in the mean lime aceepl of il here. 

The first part of my dress is a pair of clrai 
very full, that reach lo my shoes, and conceal the 
legs mure modestly than your petticoats. They are 
of fl thin rose-coloured ilamasli, brocaded with silver 
flowers. Mr 4 [iocs are of a white kid leather, em- 
broidered with gold. Over tins hang] my smock, of 
a line nhite silk gauze, edged with embroidery. J his 
smock has wide sleeves lian-iii<; half "ay down tho 
arm, audrscloscdat the neck with a diamond buttuu; 
but the shape and colour of the bosom is very well 
to lie distinguished through, it. — The anlery is 
waistcoat, made close to the shape, of white and gold 
damask, wilh very long sleeves tailing back, and 
fringed with deep gold fringe, and should have 
diamond or pearl billions. My caftan, of the same 
stuff with my drawers, is a robe exactly fitted to my 
shape Pud reaching to inv ('eel, w irb very long strait 
falling sleeves. Over this is llie girdle, of about fonr 
fingers broad, which all that can afford it have en- 
tirely of diamonds or other precious stones; iboae 
who will not be at that eipcnce have it of exquisite 
embroidery ou sattin : but it must be Listened before 
with a clasp of diamonds. — The atrdee is a loose 
robe they throw off, or put ou, according to the 
weather, being of o rich brocade ( mine is green and 
gold); either lined with ermine 01 sables; the sleeves 
reach very little below (he shoulders. The head-dress 
posed of a cap tailed talpocA, which is, in 
, of fine velvet embroidered wilh pearls or 
ids, and, io summer, of a light shining silver 
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f. This is lixed on one side of the head, hanging 
vay down with a gold tassel, and bound no, 

>r with a circle of diamonds (as I lure seen se- 
veral) or a rich embroidered handkerchief. On the 
■dm lid* of the head, the hair is laid flat; sod here 
the ladies are at lihcily to shew lln'ir faiirirs : tome 
potting Howors, others .1 plume of heron's feathers, 
and, in short, what I hey jdrase; but the most general 
fashion is a large bouquet of jewels, maile like na- 
iiuiil Aowen, that is, ilie buds of pearl, the roses of 
differeatcolonred rubies, the jessamines of diamonds, 
the jonquils of to pases, etc.. so well set and enamelled, 
'lis hard to imagine auv ill in.' of thai kind jo beauti- 
ful. The hair hang! at its full length behind, divided 
into tresses braided nilb pearl or ribbiin. uliirli is 
aluays in fiiMl qiiiiulily. I never saw IB BTJ life so 
many iiue heads of hair. In one lady's I have counted 
i hundred aud ten of the tresses, all natural ; but it 
must be owned that everv k.nd of beauty is Don 

young n- u [ii.iii ilia I i- mil vi-iy liiinilsoiue. They have 
naturally the most bcantiful completion in the world, 
sod generally large bluck eyes. 1 can assure yon with 
great Iruth, that the court of England (though 1 
believe it the fiuvsl in Christendom ) liaei not con- 
lain so many beauties as are under our protection 
here. They general Iv shape I luir eye-brows, and both 
Greeks and lurks lia v ilur i uslniii u I putting rouud 
their eyes a black tincture, that, at a distance, or 
ly caudle-light, adds very much to the blaeknes* of 
cy many of our ladies would be overjoyed 
is secret; but 'lis too vWitteVrj Aa^.TStt-n 



»« 

die their 

enough accustom myself to this fashion, lo find any 

beauty in it. 

As lo their morality or good conduct, lean say, 
like llarlequiu, that 'til just is 'lis with you; and 
the Turkish ladies don't commit one sin the lest for 
not being Christians. Now that I am a little ac- 
quainted with their nays, I cannot forbear admiring 
cither the exemplary discretion or eitreme stupidity 
of all the writers that have given account* of them. 
'Tis very easy to see they have in reality more liberty 
tluri we have. So woman, of what rank soever, is 
permitted to go into the streets without twamurlins, 
one that covers her face all bat her eyes; and an- 
other that bides the whole dress of her head, and 
hangs half-way down her hack. Their shapes are 
also wholly concealed by a thing they call tferigre, 
which no woman of any sort appears without : th« 
has strait sleeves, that reach to their liugeiV ends, 
and it Japs all round them, not unlike a riding-hood. 

or silk, ion may guess then how effectually this 
disguises them, so that there is no distinguishing die 
great lady from her slave. 'Tis impossible for the 

most jealous husband to know his wife, when he 



nthei 



i dares touch c 



k.11,1 



'Ibis perpetual masquerade gives ibeiu entire li- 
berty of following tli.ii iiiclinntious without danger 
of discovery. The most usual method of intrigue Is 
lo send an appointment to the lover lo meet the lady 
tt a Jtiv'j ■■hop, which are as notoriously couvtuirnt 
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M oar Indian houses ; and jet, those nliu don't make 
use uf them do not scruple to go lo buy penny- 
worths, iind tumble over rich c,oods, which are chief- 
ly to be found amongst 'lint suit of people. The 
great ladies seldom let their gallants know who the y 
are; and 'tis so difficult lo lind it out, that they can 
very seldom guess at her name, whom they have 
corresponded with for abac half a year iogether. 
Yon may easily imagine the number of faiihi'ul wives 
very small in a country wber* they tun iit.iliin- W 
fear from a lover's indiscretion, since we see many 
have the courage lo expose themselves to that in this 
world, aodall lie threatened punishment of the next, 
which is never preached to the Turkish damsels. 
Neither have ibty much lo apprehend from the re- 
sentment of tbrir husbands, thus;? ladies that are 
rich having all their money in their own hands. 
Upon the whole, I look upon the Turkish wutueu 
as the only free people in the empire; the divan 
pays a respect to I hem; and the grand signior him- 
self, when a pin ha is executed, never violates the 
privileges of the haram (or wuuieus apartment), 
which remains unstarched and entire lo the w idow. 
They are qneens of their slaves, whom the husband 
has no permission so much as to look upon, eicept 
it be an old woman or two that his lady chases. 
'Tis true, tLeir law permits them lour wives; but 
there is no instance of a mau of quality that makes 
IUI ot this liberty, or of a woman of rank that 
would suffer it. When a husband happens to be 
inconstast (as those things will happen), lie keep* 
his mistress in a honse apart, and Vwls Vn re 
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p«Ytf»W «s he can, juat as 'lis w.l* 


yon. inoifit 


•U IB* great nco bert, I only kno 


n the lefteedar 


(L r. bwun) tttai keeps ■ number «f ahc-olivet 


For tus own ut ( (tat ia. on his own si<3* of the 


boon- ; fur ■ slave oote given iu 


wrve » lady U 


entirely at her disposal), and he i 


apok* of as • 


LbvrtitK, or wbat ne should tall 


rat*; and his 


•Ml* won't we him, thoogh she one 


itiurs to live in 


his house. Thus yon hi, dear sist 


r, (he miafn 


of maokinJ do no* Jjfter so width 


as our vt.wp- 


*JjteM «ould tcake tu believe. P 


ihaos il would 


■nor* entertaining to add a few mrprinn* customs 


of any own invention; but nothing 




agreeable as troth, and I believe 


POtbinE so ae- 


ceplable to yon. I conclude there/or 


■ "'.iiii HJUlfJHj' 


the great truth of bit being. 




Dear 


sister, etc. 


XXX. To Mil. Po 


rl . 


Adriaoople 


April i, O.S. 


L Dili sty yotl eljiect, at least. 


some thing very 


new in this Irttn, alter I have gon 


e a jo lit nc v not 


undertaken by julj Christian for som 


liuudied years. 


The most milri iWi ■ntideal that: 


umpeuedlome. 


was id; beinp near overturned into The Hibrus ; and. 


if I had much regard for the glories 


hat one's name 


enjoys after death, I should eirta 


aly be sorrr for 


bavin; misled the romantics: conclusion of swim- 


ming down the same river iu nh 
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i J of Orpheus repealed veci», *o many agnail 



fouuc 

„„.i ;■ 



. Gur^i!^ i.jiium medio purtans Uea^riu% llihrui 
■ Volverel, I'-urrdieeti voe ipsa, et Jrl^idn fijijpia, 
.All! miseram Euryllicen! imr.TiA f agitate vnraLal; 
" Fnrvditeu toto refertbaut flumirie rips. » 

bntsonie. of jour right wits might ha\e 
subject affording many poetical turns, 
anil have told the world in a hproi-.-k elegy, that. 



I des 
of in. 

°7. 



n for. 



cr hearing so many linn things si 
Taordinary a death would have gii 



I am at this present moment writing in a houae 
on the hanks of I lie Hid.rus, ivbich ruus 
under my chamber window. IMy garden is fnll of 
tall cypres! trees, npou the branches of which se- 
veral conple of true Inrtles are saying soft things 
to one another from morning till night. How natu- 
rally do toughs and vows come into my mind *t 
this miouie! And must not yon confess to my 
praise, that 'tis more than an ordinary discretion, 
that can resist tin 1 w i r - 1-. . - 1 1 suiyjifstions of poetry, in 
a place where tiutb, for once, luruishes all the idem 
of pastoral? The summer is already far advanced in 
part of the world ; and for some miles round 
anuple, the whole ground is hid out in gardens, 
ind the hanks of ll.e rivers arc set with rowa of 
:es, nnder which the most cmwio.traWeTn'Jfci 
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diter I themselves every evening, boi wiih walking 
thai is not una of their pleasure; but a Jet peety 
nf them cluxwe out ■ green spot, where the. shadr ii 
yrtf thick, ami there ihey spread a carpel on which 

■ W% then Co/ftC, lad are generally ai 
tended by some slave wilh a line voice, or that play* 

■ •n some iiislruniciit. Every twenty paces yon. 
tee one of these Utile companies, lisrrning to 
.U'lin.; ,.1 ihr nter; aod this laste is so on! renal 

■ hat the very gardeners are not withooi il. 1 hare 
iil'i™ situ I lit- iii and. their chihlren 5'lting 01 
liank.i ol the river, and playing on a rural inslrn 
MM, [-. ■ iii-iiy answering tha description of the 
IMJMt f'utv.ta, being composed of unequal reedj, 
wilh a limpl* bal agreeable softness in llie sou 

Mi \d.lin u might here make the experiment ha 
apeak* of In his Iratels; ihrre not heing one in 

in pi lie* UMBg lk" '"reek or Roman sla 

lli.il • •. BDl tn b< i"- > ■ i 1 1 ■ i in 'tie hands of the people 

"'" '!"■> Iiy. The jonng lads generally divert 

'be Ivrs "lib making garlands fur iheir favo 

la in 1 1.. "huh I h.ne ufieii seen painled and adorned 
frith BfftNM, Uuig »t ibcir feet, while they MUg M 

pl(T«d, Ii !• iliai ihrj ever wad n ■ 

iIum .!!,■ iln- :iiu-iiui :iiniis.-iih-iiis here, and as n»- 

i- imlpl-i'l.iyini; mid loot bull tc 
llnlnlj mmiiij; Ihr ioJDIMI and warmth of the cli- 

■ forbidding ill (Ji exercises, which were I 

M braid of aninngst them, and naturally 

I I H mid .nrrsiuu to labour, t> 

e jjit.1 jilrulj indulge*. These gardeners an 

r> rare of eountry people in Turkey. They 
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furnish all the oily Willi fiuiis fni herbs, mil mm 
to live very easily, Tbey :liv my-i of them Greeli, 
■ail have little lUMMa in rln- midst of itieir garden*, 
where their wives and daiiplillji.vliikc a liberty not 
permitted iu the towu,I mean lb «*| unveiled. Then 
wenches are very neat arid hano^^n', and nasi their 
time at llielr looms under the trcoa.""-. 

I no longer look upon Theocri tus.as a roinautick 
writer; he has only e.iven ■ plain image [if the way 
of life amongst the peasants of his ctpnitry, who, 
Lefore oppressioo had reduced ihem la want, were. 
I suppose, all employed a* [lie heller hoi 1 of tliciu 
are now. I don'l doubl, hail he been horn a JBrhon, 
hut his Idyllinms hod been Idled willi descriptions 
of threshing and churning, lioih which are uskijoijn 
bcrc, the corn being all trod out by oxen, and u,$41k[ 
( I speak it with sorroiv) unheard of. "'/-■ 

I read over yoar Homer here with no infinite 
pleasure, and iind several little passages explained, 
that I did not before entirely comprehend the beauty 
of -. many of the customs, and much of the itress 
then in fashion, being yet retained. I doo'l wonder 
to Did more remains here of an age so distant, than 
is to be found in any other country, the Turks not 
taking tliat pains to introduce their own manners, 
as bas been generally practised by other nations 
thai imagiue themselves more polite. It would he 
too tedions to you to point out all the passages tliat 

riuceases and great ladies pass llicirlime sllheir 
h, embroider rne, veils ;>-.■<[ ivb'js, surrounded hy 
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■e Hud; A:idro iii.i che and. Helen descri- 
bed. The descripii'Ui of the belt of Menelaus exactly 
resembles those thai are now worn by the sreat 
fastened with brifsd golden clasps, and embroidered 
round with rielj.ivt.rlt. The snowy veil that Helen 
■brows over.^iei-.'far.e is stil! fashionable; and I 
never see htflf* -dozen of old pachas ( >• I do .cry 
often) ivit!i"rijeir reverend beards, silting basking 
in the a(ur,*Diit I recollect good ting Priam 
his uou/fa&o'rs. Their manner of dancing is certainly 
the saine* that Diana is tung to have danced 01 
banks of Eorotas. The great lady mill leads the 
dao'c\\, and is fallowed by a "roop of jonng girls 
ivh/> iuliliite. her steps, anil if .she sings, make op 
lbp 1 c6oius. The tunes are extremely say and lively, 
; yet-lvitli something in Lhem wonderfully soft. Tlie 
"•Hepi are varied accurlling lo the pleasure of her 
' ■ (hat leads tbi: dance, hot always in eiact time, and 
"Jnlinilely more agveeabta ihan any of oor dances, it 
.' ' least in my opinion. I sometimes make one in the 
ream, but id not skilful enough to lead ; these are 
the Grecian dances, the Turkish bring very different. 
I should have tali yon, in the fir»t place, t'ni 
ihe Hastern manners give a great li^iii iuto many 
scripture passages, That appear odd lo us, then* 
jibrasi's bring toumiauly what we should call s 
Hire language. Ths vulgar Turk is ve.y different 
from what is sptikc at court, or amongst the peojile 
of figure; who always mix so much Arabick 
Persian in their discourse, that it may very well be 
■ ailed another language. And 'tia as ridicnlor 
f the uuraasioni comiuunly use 



eak broad Yoi lol.n e, or Somersetshire, in the 
drawing-room. Besides this distinction, llicv have 
what they cell the sublime, thai is a style proper 
fdr poctrv, and which is the enact scripture slide. 
I believe you would be pleaded to see a genuine 
example of this ; nod I am very glad I have it in 
my power to satisfy your curiosity, by sending you 
a faithful copy of the verses [hat Ibrahim pacha, Ihe 
reigning favooiilc has made for the yonrjg princess, 

to visit without witnesses, though she is gone home 



whether 



no he 






capable of writing good \ 
Jn.hew 






tot want the assistance of Ihe best poets 

impire. Thus the verses may be looked upon 

'e of their finest poetry; and t ilou'l dc 

he of my mind, that it is most wonderf 

.milling the aong of Solomon, which also was 



urkisli t 






■itiltm 



STANZA I. 

Her passion is Id neck roses. 

I down to admire die beauty of till 
Tin iweetuess of your charms lias ravish' 
3. Tour eyes are blwk and lovely, 
ISutrrihl inddi.ilaiiiful uthnH 'il a 
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STANZA II. 
. The wished paw —011 u deli] ed from day to day, 
The cruel Bullae Achsikt will not permit me 
To see those chests mora Termillios than rose*. 



The sweenies, of yc 



if charms has rafish'd 
md lorely, 



I tug, 



STANZA III. 

■retched Iiiiiin sighs In these Tmw, 
One dart Ironi your eyes has piere'd thro' my hearl 
i. All! when will l!,e hour of possess! od arrive? 
Must 1 yet wail a long lime ? 

1. Ah ! Spltama IslBg-ey'd — m anyel amongst angels ? 



lake .leh'ght 



rey upon mj heart? 



STANZA IV. 



is Iiol a. sulphur; — sigh, and it will (h 
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I have taken abundance of pains to get t 



my interpreters, I might spare myself the 
of assuring you (hat they have received mi 
loaches from their hands. In my opinion, 
i allowing for the inevitable faults of a prose I 






language 



) very different) there 



a good deal of heaury in them. The epithet of- staf;- 
ey'd, - ( though Ule sound is not very agreeable 111 
English ) pleases me extremely ; and 1 think it a very 
lively image of the fire and indifference in bis raii- 
trcM'i e;rs. — Munsi/mr Boilaau has very justly 
observed that we are never to judge of the elevation 
of on expression in nn ancient author by the so 



IMll, LI 



> fin. 

.t appears low 



nitli them, when, at the a 

or ancouth to us. Ton are so well acquainted with 
Homer, yon cannot lint have observed the same 
thing, and yon must have the same indulgence for 
all oriental poetry. The repetitious at the end of lha 
two first stanzas are meant for a sort of chorus, and 
are agreeable to the ancient manner of writing. Tlw 
tunsick of the verses apparently changes in the third 
stanza, where the burden is altered ; and I think he 
very artfully seems more passionate at the conclu- 
sion, as 'tis natural for people to warm themselves 
hy their own discourse, especially on a subject in 
which one ia deeply concerned; 'lis certainly fir 

ding a song of passion, with a turn which is incon- 
sistent with it. The first verse is a description of 
the season of the year; all the ccninXr^ oo« \s%\»\ 
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full of nightingales, «lu»c aiuoors with ro«s, is an 
Arabian faille, as well known hire, as any part of 

English poem sboold begin, by .saying, — « Now 
Philomela singi. ■ Or what if f turned the whole 
into the jtvle of English poetry, to see howitnooM 
look ? 

STANZA I. 

How PbiUwul renews lier lender strain. 
Indulging all tlie night her pleasing i>iiu; 
I sough i the groves to bear the wanton sing, 
There saw a lace BMJW beantnui than tlie spring. 
Your large stag-eyes where ihoussud glories play 
As bright, is lively, but be wild g? they. 

STANZA II. 



ierciug charms transfix my amVoiis heart, 
it ,-nalcii one Lis?, It. ease the smart, 



ir wretched lorcr in tJie 
m those dear h can tics ri 
be hour of wish 
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STANZA IV. 

Thelieav'ns relenting hear my piercing cries, ^ 

[ loath the light, and sleep lonakes my eyes; £ 

Turn thee, Sultan*, ere thy lover dies; J 

Sinking tu earth, I sigh tilt last adieu ; 

Call me, roy goddess, and mi lift renew. 

My queen 1 my angel! my fond heart's desire! > 

Pity that passion which thy cliarms inspire. 1 

I have taken the liberty in the second vers?, of 
following what I suppose the true seuse of the au- 
thor, though not literally tipnssed. Ily hia saying 
he went down to admire the beauty ol the vines, 
and lier clisrmj ravished his soul, I understand a 
poetical liction, of having first seen lier in a garden, 
inhere he was admiring tbu beauty of the sprinij- 
II in I ciidil not forbear retaining! the comparison of 
her eyes with those of a stag, though perhaps th« 
novelty of it may give it a burlesque sound in our 
language. 1 cannot determine, upon the whole, holy 
well 1 have socceedeil iu the translation, neither do 
I think our English proper to express such violence 
of passion, which is very seldom foil amongst us, 



W« 



:. tuns 



">:""" 



Olds V 



to I and Blrtuii- in the Turkish Intgiutg 

and, to uy tTulh, I study very hard, I wish 
studies may give hji an occasion of entertain 
yonr curiosity, which will be the utmost advanl 
hoped for from them, by 



XXXI. To Mil*. S. C. 

Adrianople, April I , O. S. 

opinion, dear S.,I ought rather to quarrel 
ivith yoa for not answering my Sirueg.ien letter of 
august, till deceinbe-, than to excuse my not writing 
again till bow. I an. sure there ia oq my sido a very 
good excuse for silence, having gone sanh tiresome 
land-journeys, though I don't tiad the conclusion at 
them so bad as yor seem to imagine. I am very easy 
here, and not in the solitude yon fancy me. The 
great number of Greeks, I'renoh, Lnglish, and Ita- 
lians, that are under our protection, make their 
i-ourt to mi' from morning till night ; and, 1 
you, are, many of thetu, very line ladies; for there 
is nu possibility for a Christian to live easily under 
this government, but by the protection of an ambas- 
sador — and the richer they are, the greater is their 
dinger. 

Those dreadful stories you have heard of the 
plague, hive very little foundation in ti 
I have much at o to reconcde myself to the sound 
of a ivoril, which has always given me such terrible 
idea* ; tboogh 1 am convinced there ia little more in 
it, than in a fever. As a proof of this, let me tell 
yen, that we passed through two or three towns 
tnoat violently infected. In the very next house 
where we lay ( in one of those places ) two persons 

dot it. LnfltiJv for me, I was so well deceived, 






bell' 



or LADT MOBHACOr. too 

cw nothing of the mutter | and I was made 
c that our second cook had only a great cold. 



it I I 



r doctor Ii 

and yesterday they both arrived here in pood health ; 
and I am now let into the secret, that be bas had 
the plague. There are many that escape It, neither 
is (be air ever infected. I am persuaded that it 
would be as easy a matter to root itont here, as oni 
of Italy and France ; bnt it does so little mischief, 
tbey are not very solicitous aliont it, and are content 
to suffer this distemper, instead of our variety, which 
tlievarc utterly unacquainted with. 

A propos of distempers, T atu Roiag to tell yon ■ 
thin;;, thai will make you wish yourself here. The 

here entirely harmless, by the invention of ingraft- 
ing, which is the term they give it. There is a set of 
old women, who make it their business to perform 
the operation, every antomn, in the month of Sep- 
tember, when the great heat is abated. People send 
to one another to know if any of their family bas a 
miud to have the siuall-pox; they make parties for 
this purpose, and when they are met ( commonly 
Gfteen or sixteen together) the old woman comes 
with a ant-shell fu'.l of the matter of the best sort 
of small-pox, and asks what vein yon please to have 
opened. She inimediatrly rips open that you offer to 
hpr, with a large needle ( nhich gives you no more 
pain than a common scratch ), and puts into tile 
:h matter as can lie upon the head of her 
1 afler that, binds np the little wound 
iw hit of shell, and in 1h.11 maims* rt^«A 
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foil) or five veins. The Grecians have commonly tie 
Mipcrslilirtu of openiuj one in the middle of the 
forehead, one in cn-li inin. run! tun- nu [he bre:tst, to 
mark the sign of the cross; but this has a very ill 
effect, all these nounds leaving little scan, and it 
not done by those that arc not superstitious, who 
chonse to hiive llie:n in the legs, <>r that pari of the 
ana that is concealed, ihcchddr.nnryonitg patient* 
play together all the rest of 111* day, and are in 
perfect health to the ei^hlh. Then the fever begins to 
seiie tlleni, and they keep their lieds two days, very 
<rli!nm thirr. They have very rarely above twenty 
i.r thirty m the : lues, which never mark, auJ in 
eight day« lime 'hey are as well as before iheirillnesa. 
Where 1 1 1 r v ire wounded, there remains running 
sines during ihe distemper, which I don't doubt is 
a -real ttUcf 'o it. Bvary year thousands undergo 
thi, operation, and the French, ambassador says 
pleasantly that ibey take the small-pox here by 
way of diversiou, at tlwy take the vN.-iters in other 
countries, 1 bete ■« no example of any one that has 
died id it, and you may believe I am well satisfied 
of the safety of this experiment, since 1 intend to 
try il on my dear little son. I am patriot enongh to 
take pains to br.mj rli ' s t'si:lu! iiiM-ntinn into fashion 
in England, and Ishould not fail to write to Homed 
onr doctors very particularly abuut it, if I knew any 
one of Ibem that I thought had virtue enough to 
destroy such a considerable branch of their revenue, 
for the goad of mankind. Jim that distemper is too 

men' the hardy might that should nmleitaVc to put 
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lend to it. Perhaps ill live to return, I nisi Jmivci 
courage to war with them. L ? pon lliii 
union, admire the hrriiism In tin- lieort of 

lour friend, etc. Ho. 



ejouv 



now tell clear Mrs. 1' , thai I iui safety ai 

sud of my very long journey. I will not 



fa the a< 



■■Ill.H, 



I hm 



suffered. You would rallii-r lie informed ortheslrauge 
things that arc lo be Km here', anil I tet**l out of 
Tur key, that luh iu>iliin:j eiliaoiiliLiary iu rl, would 
be a> great a disappointment as my visitors will 
receive at London, if I return thirlier without any 
rarities to shew tfaem.— What shall I lei! you of?— 
Ton never saw camels in your life ; and perhaps tht 
description of them will appear new to you; I can 

though I have seen hundreds of pictures or those 
animals, I never saw jlilv that *,n resembling enough 
lo give a true idea of them. I am goiug to male a 
hold observation, and possibly a false one, hastate 
nobody has ever made it before me; lint I do take 
them lo he 'if (he stag-kind; their le^s, bodies, and 
uecks, are euctly shaped like i Item, anil their colour 



jug a great 



ach larg 



higher I bin: 
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the swiftest horses, ami brought tbe first news of lbs 
luM of tbe battle lo Belgrade. Tbey are never tho- 
roughly tamed; the drivers take care lo lie them one 
to another witb strong ropes, fifty in a siring, led by 
an ass, on which ibe driver rides. I have seen threo 
hundred in one caravan. They carry the third pari 



w: bm 









them, because of the bonch on their backs. They seem 
I» uie very ugly creatnres, their heads being ill for- 
med and disproport toned to their bodies. They carry 
all the burdens ;and tbe beasts destined to the plough 
e buffaloes, an animal also you are unacquainted 



They a 



tlmsj , 



thick black horns close to their ueerU, 
hicb grow turning backwards. They say this born 
very beautiful when 'tis well polished. They 



are all black, with very short hair ou their hides, and 
have eslremcly little white eyes, that make theui look 
like devils. The century people die their rails, and 
the hair of their forehead red, by way of ornament. 
Horses are not put here to any laborious work, nor 
are they at all lit for it. They are beautiful and full 
of spirit, but generally llltlc, and not strong, as the 
breed of colder countries ; very gentle, however, witb 
all their vivacity, and alio - wifl and surefooted. I liave 
a little white favourite, that I would not part with on 
any terms; be prances under me witb so much fire, 
you would tbiuk that I have a great deal of courage 
to dare mount him ; yet I'll assure you I never rid a 
:h at my command, in my life. My side- 
•addle is ihc first that was ever seen in Ibis part of 
world, and is gaied at with as much wonder aa 
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p of Columbus in tlie (irsl discovery of Ameri- 
i. Hero are sonic little birds, iielii in a sort of reli- 
vereuce, and for that reason multiply pro- 
digiously ; turtle* on tlit'aiii'nuiit nf their inuoetuce; 
and storks, because Lbey are supposed lo make every 
winter thii pilgrimage to Mecca. To say Irulb, lbey 
are tbe happiest subjior* under the Turkish govern- 
ment, airfare in scum lib nl'tlir.r privileges, that lbey 
walk the streets without fear, and generally build in 
iheloiv parts of hi.nsrs. Happy or.- r I rose whose houses 
are so distinguished, as tbe vnlgar Turks a,-e per- 
fectly persuaded, that ihey wdl not be, thai year, 
attacked either hy Jin 1 or pestllnaoa I have ihe hap- 
piness of one of their sacred nest under my chamber 
window. 

Now I am talking of my chamber, 1 remember the 
description of the liuusi's hire will be as new lo you, 
as any of the birds nr beasts. 1 -.u^uise ji,n have read 
inmost of our accounts of Turkey, that their houses 
are the most miserable pieces of building in the world, 
I can speak very learnedly on that subject, having 

such thing. We are now lodged in a palace belonging 
to the grand signior. I really Ihink the maimer of 
building line very agreeable, and proper for the 
country. 'Tis true tbey are not al all solicitous to 
beautify the outsides of their houses, itiui they are 
generally built wiib wood, which, [ own, is tbe cause 
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tlicrilWc do man cares lo male a great expense, 
which he is not sore his family wiD be the belter for. 
All ihrit design is In bnild a home ooaunodioos and 
that nill last their lives; and (her ire very indifferent 
■ fit falls down liir year after. Every boose, great and 
small, is divided inlo tno distinci parts; which only 
join together by a narrow pasaagv. The first boose 
has a large court before it, ar.d open galleries all 
round ii, which is lo me a thing Terr agreeable. Thia 
gallery leads to all the chambers, which are com- 
monly large, and «itli i«vo rows ol windows, Uie 
lirst being of pa: Died glas.«; tlti-v seldom build above 
two stories, tmh of which has galleries. The stairs 
are broad, and not often above thirty steps. This is 
the linns* belonging to the lord, and the adjoining 
one is called the harani, thai is. the ladies' apartment 
( for the name of seraglio is peculiar to the grand 
signior) ; it has also a gallery running round it towards 
the garden, lo which all the window* are Inrncd, and 
the same number nl chambers as the otfier, but more 
gay and splendid, bolll in painting and furniture. 
The second row of windows arc very lev, with urates 
like those of convents, the rooms are all spread with 
Persian carpets, and rained at one end of them ( my 
chambers are raised at both ends) aboot two feet. 
This is the -opha, which is laid with a richer sort of 
carpet, and all round il a sort of coach raised half a 
foot, covered with rich silk according to the fancy 
or mago-licence of the owner. Mine is of scarlet clolh 
With a gold fringe: roundabout this arc placed, stand. 
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uiks display their greatest magnitlcrttce. They are 
nerally brocade, or embroidery of gold-wire upou 
ia. — Nolliiag can look mure gay anil 
splendid. — These seats ate-, also so couveniem am] 
rosy, tliat I believe I ahull never endure chairs an 
long in I live. — The rooms arc low, which I think 
oo fault, and the ccdiu; is always of wood, pens- 
rally inlaid or painted with flowers. I'hej open 
in maay places with folding doors, and serve for 
cabinets, I think, more conveniently tlinn onri. Be- 
tween the windows are little arches to set pots of 
perfume, or baskets of flowers, lint what pleases me 
best, is the fashion of hj\ lug m:uble fountains in the 
lower part of the room, which throw up several spouts 
.if water, giving, at the same lime, an ugieeab.'e 
coolness, and a pleaaaul dashing sound, falling from 
one basoo to soother. Some of these ?re very magni- 
licent. Each house hat a bagnio, whijh ennsisU ge- 
nerally in two or three little rooms leaded ou the 
lop, paved with mat hie, with basons, cocks of wafer, 
■ad all eonveiiiencies for either bol or Mild halbs. 

You will perhaps he surprised lit nn account to 
differeni from what you have been entertained with 
by the common voyage-writers, who are very fond 
cf speaking of what tUey don't know. It must be 
under a very particular cha racier, or on some extraor- 
dinary occasion, that a ChiisUan is admitted into the 
bouse oT a man of qualify, and their hnrams art! 
al way a forbidden £ round. Thus they can only speak 
if the untside, which makes uogreatappe.irai.ee; ami 
lomens oparlmenls are always lin.lt backward, 
verl from sight, and have no gth« vm.-v^"- 
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than the gardens, which an inclosed with very high 



vails. There i* none of our pa; 
< planted with high t 



, nllith gii 
.i^rn-nhle shade, and, to mv fancy, :i pl.-.i^in-j 
In the midst of the garden is the kieuckk, tit 
a large room, commonly beautiiied with a fine foun- 
tain in the midst of it. It is raised nine or ten steps, 
and enclosed with gilded lattices, round which vine*, 
jessamines, and honey- suck lea, make a son of green 
wall. Large trees are planted round Ibis place, which 
it the scene of their greatest pleasures, and where 
ibe ladies spend meat of their houra, employed hy 
tlteir musick or embroidery, — In the publick gar- 
dens, (here are publick kicitchks, where people go 
that are not so well accommodated at home, and 
drink their coffee, sherbet, etc. Neither are they 
ignorant of a more durable manner of buildiug ; 
their mosques are all of free-stone, and the uuhliuk 
Itamis, or inns, citremely magnificent, many of 
theiu taking uu a large square, built round with 
ihopa under stone arches, where poor artificer*: are 
lodged gratis. They have always a mosijue joining 
lo them, ami the body of the //aim is a most noble 
hall, capable of holding th-er 01 four hundred per- 
son", the court extremely spacious, and cloister* 
round il, tba! give it the sir of our colleges. I own, 
I think it a more reasonable piece of charily thau 
the founding of convents. — 1 think I hsve now told 
you a great deal for once. If yon ilon"t like my 
choice of subjects, lell me what you would have me 
■itc upon ; then; is iiobiniy more desirous lo eater- 
u you Hun, dear Mrs. T. Tours, etc. etc. 
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§ 



Adrianaple, April 18, O.S. 

J. wno"re toyoo, dear sister, nod to all my other 
English correspondents, by the last ship, and only 
heaven ran tell when I shall have another opportu- 
nity of sending to yon ;bnt I cannot forbear to write 
again, thoogh perhaps my letter may lie upon my 
bands these two months. To confess the troth, iny 
bead is so full of my entertainment yesterday, that 
'tis absolutely necessary, for my own repose, to 
give it some vent. Wiibont farther preface, I will 
then begin my story. 

t was invited to dine with the grand vizier's lady, 
and it was with a great deal of pieasnrc I prepared 

given to any Christian. I [bought I should very little 
satisfy her curiosity (which I did not doubt was a 
Idcrablc motive to tbe invitation), bv going iu 
:as she was used to see, and therefore dressed 
If in the eoort babit of Vienna, which is innch 
: magnificent than ours. However, I chose to go 
incognito, lo avoid any disputes about ceremony, 
and went in a Tnrlnh m.irb. only attended by my 
woman t]iat hi M up r.v Irnoi, and the Greek lady 
who was- my inTerprettss I wa* met nt tbe court 
door. by her hlaiL vuuu.ii, who helped me out of 
tbe coach with great respect, and conducted :ne 
through acvcral rooms, where fce* s\w.-&ai tx,^\\isi.-i 
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dressed, were ran-.'il on c:u:!i tide. In the iunermoit, 
I found the iady silling on her sofa, in a sable vest. 
Stu: advanced lo meet me, jnd presented mr half 
a dozen of her friends wt'h great civility. She seemed 
a very Rood noiiiiu, near lifly jears old. I wis 
surprized to observe bo Utile magnificence in Iter 

except tbe habits and number of Ik -c slaves, nothing 
about her appeared expensive. She ynessed at my 
thoughts, and laid me she mas no longer of an age 
to spend either her time or money in superfluities: 
that her whole ei pence ms in charity . and her whole 
employment praying to God. There was no affecta- 
tion in ilila speech ; both she and her husband are 
enlirelv given op to devotion, lie never looks opera 
any other woman; and what is moch mere extra 
ordinary, touches tio bribes, notwithstanding tht 
example of all his predecessors. He is so scrnpnloti; 
in this point, be would not accept Mi 












settled perquisite of his place, at the en- 
trance of every ambassador. She entertained me with 
all kind of civility, till dinner came in, which M 
served, one dish at a time, to a vast number, a 
linely dressed after their m miner, v.hii:li 1 ilmi'l think 
so bad as you have perhaps beard it rep resented. 
I am a very good jndjje of i In ir eating, Laving lived 
three weeks in the house of an effrudi at Ilelgrade, 
who gave ns very lu.i^inlieem dinners, dressed by 
his own cooks. The first week they pleased 
extremely, hut, I own, I (hen began to grow w< 
i)f their Inl'le, anil demeed ullr nun itjmb. Blight add 
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r (wo after our manner. Rut I attribute I hi* 

ami »iii Tery much iurlin.il to fat-Neve 

Indian, who had never tasted of either, huh] J 
prufer their cookery (o ours. Their sauces ate very 
high, all the roast very much done. They use a 
great deal of very rich spire. The soup is served for 
the last dish, and they have, at least, as great a 
varie(y of ragoul> II ive have. I was vrry sorry I 
could uot eat of aj many as tin- good lady would 
have had me, v. lio was very earnest in serving me uf 
every thing. The treat concluded with entice and 
perfumes, which is a Ligli mark of respect: two 
slaves kneeling censed my hair, ulothes, and hand- 
kerchief. After this cercrnony, she commanded lier 
slaves lo play mid dunce, which tiiey did with their 
ir bands, and si 



of skill. 



.:.yi !!f i : 









I returned her thanks, and soon after took my 
leave. I MM conduced back ,11 the same maimer 
I entered, and would have gone strait to my own 
house, bin the Greek lady, with me, earnestly soli- 
cited me to visit the kuhya's lady, saying he was the 
second uflii'er in tlie empire, and ought indeed to 
be looked upon (is the lirnt, the grand vizier having 
only the name, wliile he exercised the authority. 
1 had found so liltle diversion in the vizier's horam, 
tb.it 1 had uo mind to go into another. But her im- 
portunity prevailed with me, and I am extremely 
glad 1 was so complaisant. All things here were with 
ijpitc another air than at the grand viiier's ; and the 
te confessed the difference DJttHWeo m ^c. 
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devotee and a young beaoty. It was nicely clean and 
magnificent. I was met at the dour by two black eu- 
nuchs, who led me through a Ion;; gallery, between 
two ranks of beautiful young girls, will) their hair 
finely plaited, almost hanging to Iheir feet, and 
dressed iu line light damasks, brocaded wilt silver. 
I was sorry that decency did not permit me lo slop 
to consider them nearer. I'.ut that thought waa lost 
upon tny entrance into a large room, or rather pa- 
■ ill i on. built round with gilded sashes, which were 
most of them thrown up, and the trees planted near 
theiti gave an agreeable shade, which hindered the 
sun from being troublesome. The jessamines and 
honey-so ckles, that twisted round their trunks, shed 
a soft perfume, encreased by a white marble fountain 
playing sweet water in the lower part of the room, 
which fell into three or four basons, with a pleasing 
sound. The roof was painted with all sorts of Dowers, 
falling out of gilded baskets, that seemed tumbling 
clown. On a sofa, raised three steps, and covered 
with Cue Persian carpetS, sat the kahya's lady, lean- 
ing on cushions of white sittin embroideied; and 
at her feet sat two young girls ahoul twelve years 
old, lovely as angels, dressed perfectly rich, Dud 
almost covered with jewels. But they were hardly 
seen near the fair Fatiina (for that is her name), so 
much her heantv effaced every thing 1 have seen, 
nay, all ihnt has been called lovely, either in England 
or Germany. I must own thai I never saw any thing 
so gloriously beautiful, nor ran I recollect a face 
that would have been laken notice of near hers. She 
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her hand to her heart with a sweehvas foil 
ity, that 110 court-breeding could ever give. 
She ordered cushions to he given me, and took cite 
to place Die in tile conic r, which is the place of 
honour. I confess, then^h the Greek lady had before 
given me a great opinion of her bemty, I was so 
■truck with admiration, that I could out for some 
time speak to her. bring wholly taken op in gazing. 
That surprising hnrmonT of features ' That charming 
result of the whole! That exact proportion ofbody! 
That lovely bloom of complexion unsullied by an • 
The unutterable enchantment of her sinile: — But 
her eyes! — large and black, with all the soft Ian. 
guishinent of the blue. — Every turu of her face dis- 
covering some new grace ! 

After my first surpnre was over, I endeavoured, 
!y eiamining her face, to (inrt out some im- 
perfection, withonl any fruit of my search, bnt my 
being clearly convinced of the error of that vulgar 
notion, that a face esartly proportioned, and per- 
fectly beautiful, would not he agreenble; natorr ha- 
ving done for her, with mort success, what Apelles 
is said to have essayed, by a culled ion of the most 



by 



o font 



erfect faci 



Add I 



all 



this a behaviour so full of grace and sweetness, such 
easy motions with an air so mnjestick, jet free from 
stiffness or affectation, that I am persuaded could 
she be suddenly transported npou the roost polite 
throne of Europe, no body wonld lliiuk her other 
11 born ami bred to be a queen, though edn- 
■ country we call barbarous. To say all in. 
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si celebrated Kngtisl 



■.- nould 






i oi' gold brocade, 

Mid shewing to admiration the beauty of her bosom, 
only shaded by the tli:a paat of bar shift. Her 
drawers were [iale pink, her waisiooat greea and 
lilver, her slipjicrs ivbiii- ssirnn line I y embroidered ; 
her lovely >nas adorned with bracelets of diamonds, 
an J her broad girdle set round iiith diamonds; upon 
her head a rich Turkish handkerchief of pink -u<i 
silver, her own fine black trior lunging a great length 

bodkins ol j-rtels. I am afraid you will accuse me of 
rsTrav;tgjiiL i! in this Jrseription. 1 thinli 1 have read 
somewhere that "'onirn aiwavs apeak in rapture when 
they speak of beauty, and [ cannot imagine why 
they should not be allowed to do su. t other think 
it a virtue to lie able to admire without any mixture 
of desire Dr envy. The giavcst writers have spoke 
with prent uuriiith of some celebrated pictures and 
statues. The workmanship of heaven certainly excels 
all onr weak imitations, and, I think, has a much 



bam 



l>., y ,...r 



ashamed to own I was. more pl( 
I he beauteous I'atinia, than (lie lines! piece of sculp- 
ture could have given ine. She toll! me the two girls 
al her feet were her iluughlers, ihiiugh she appeared 
too young to lie theii' mother. 1W fair niaiils were 
ranged below ihe sofa, to the number of twenty, and 
e in mind of the pictures of (he undent nymphs. 
->' think all nature could have furnished tneb 
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a scene of beauty. She made them a sign to play and 
dance. Four of them immediately begun to play 
some soft airs on instruments between a lute and a 
guitar, which they accompanied with their voices, 
while the others danced by turns. This dance was 
very different from what I had seen before. Nothing 
could be more artful or more proper to raise certain 
ideas. The tunes so soft! — the motions so lan- 
guishing! — accompanied with pauses and dying 
eyes ! — half falling back, and then recovering them- 
selves in so artful a manner, that I am very po- 
sitive, the coldest and most rigid prude upon earth 
could not have looked upon them without thinking 
of « something not to bespoke of». — I suppose 
you may have read that the Turks have no musick, 
but what is shocking to the ears ; but this account 
is from those who never heard any but what is played 
in the streets, and is just as reasonable as if a fo- 
reigner should take his ideas of english musick from 
the bladder and string, cr the marrow-bones anil 
cleavers. I can assure you that the musick is extre- 
mely pathetick ; 'tis true I am inclined to prefer the 
Italian, but perhaps I am partial. I am acquainted 
with a Greek lady, who sings better than Mrs. Ro- 
binson, and is very well skilled in both, who gives 
the preference to the Turkish. 'Tis certain they have 
very fine natural voices ; these were very agreeable. 
When the dance was over, four fair slaves came into 
the room, with silver censers in their hands, and per- 
fumed the air withamber,aloes-wood,and other scents. 
After this, they served me coffee upon their knee* 
iu the finest Japan china, -wi\h. soucoupes *A *&*«* 
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plL Tbc lovely ratinu entertained m 



ill [hi. < 



in the taoM polite agreeable nunoti, calling nu often 
CtdutU Suitancm, or the beautiful snhina, anil 
desiring my friendship with, the best grace in the 
„orld. lamenting that she could not entertain me in 

■ t own Un^oagF. 

When 1 took ray leave, tno maids brought in 

■ fine silver basket of embroidered handkerchiefs ; 
she leaped I would near the richest for her uL>, 
and g*>e the others 10 my womau and interpretis*. 
— I retired through the same ceremoa.es ai before, 
and could not urln thinking I hid been some liinr in 
Mahomet's paradise, so much was 1 charmed with 
what I had seen, I know not how the relation of 
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I aat going to leave Adrian. 


pie, and 


would out 


do it without giviug you some account 


of all that 


is curious in it, which 1 ha 


e taken a 


great deal 


of pains to ire. I will not 


ruiililr -you with wise 


'!r.!„'[ -rations, whether or no 


this is th 


same city. 


that was anciently called Orcsteslt or O 


este. which 


you know belief than I do. I 


i. now called fiom the. 


tapttot .Adrian, and v.as the 


first European scat of 
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ie Turkish empire, a nil has been the favourite 

idence of many sultans. Mahomet the fourth, : 

lu-l:i]di:t. ihe brother of llie rii^niu- emperor, v> 
o fond of it, that they wholly abandoned Const 



i, that 



isiderablc 



tile rebel- 



lions that deposed them. Yet this niau serins to love 
to keep Jus court here. I can give yon no reason for 
this partiality. Tis tint the situation is tine, anJ the 
country all round very beautiful ; but the air is ex- 
tremely bad, and the seraglio itself is not free from 
the ill effect of it. The town is said to be eight miles 
in compass; I suppose they reckon in the gardens. 
There are some good houses in it, I mean large 
ones ; for the architecture of their palaces never 
makes any great shew. It is now very full of people; 
but they are most of them such as follow the court 
or camp ; and when they are removed. I am told 'lis 
□ populous city. The river Maritza (anciently the 
llehrus), on which it is situated, is dried tip every 

unwholesome. It is now a very pleasant stream. 
There •<■ - ■»:. noble bridges built over it. 1 bad the 
■'urioairy to yo to see the exchange in my Turkish 
drew, ..Inch is disguise sufficient. Yet I own I was 
not very easy when I saw it crowded with j'ani- 
■aries ; but they dare not be rude to a woman, and 
made way for me with as much respect as if I hail 
been in uiy own figure. It ia half a mile in length, 
the roof arched and kept eitramely neat. It holds 
three hundred and slilj-flie shops, furnished with 
all sorti of rich goods exposed ti 
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the new exchange in Loudon, Lai the 
pavement is kept inoch neater, and the shops arc 
all 50 clean, they seem just new painted. Idle people 
of all sorts wali heir for their diversion, or amuse 
themselves with drinking coffee, or sherbet, which 
is cried about as oranges and sweet-meals are in 
onr ploy-houses. I observed niost of the rich trades- 
men were Jews. That people are in incredible power 
in this country. They have many privileges above 
all the do (oral Turks themselves . and have formed ■ 
very considerable commonwealth here, being j edged 
by Mn'lr (inn Lms, They h;.vo drawn I be whole trade 
of the empire into their hands, partly by (lie llrni 
themselves, and partly bj llu w9l 
temper and want of indnstry in tin Turk*. Every 
pacha has his Jew, who is his homme J'ttff.iires; 
"1 his MOWU, and does all Ins husi- 
meu. No bargain is made, no bribe received, no 
mere-bandit disposed of. Lot what passes through 
their bands. They are the physicians, [he stenards, 
and the interpreters of all the great men. Von ma; 
judge lion advantageous this is to a people "ho 
never fail to niLc use of the smallest advantages. 
They have found the secret of malting themselves 
ao necessary, that they are certain of the protection 
of the court, whatever ministry is in poiver. 
Even the English, Trench, and Italian merchants, 
who are sensible of their artifices, are, however, 
loncd to trust Iheir affairs to their nejiocaiion, 
nothing of trade ln-lnp n.iin^eil uitUout them, and 
longs! toein beiog too important 
tie disobliged, since the wb'ile luidy tale car; of 
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baa ill teres is «ilh n> niudi \ igour as tiiey would those 
uf the most considerable of iheir members. They are 
many uf them vastly rich, but they take care tu make 
little publick shew of it ; ihough they live in their 
homes in ibr almost lanury and magnificence. This 
copious subject lias drawn me from my desciip'it'u 
of 'be exchange, bonded by Ali pacha, whose tiaine. 
it bears. Near it is the Tcharchu, a slreet of a mile 
in length, full of chops of all kind of line merchan- 
dise. Iiul ox.ve.iuve dear, nothing being made here. 
It is covered on the top with buurds lo keep onl ibe 
rain, ilia! men. hunts may meet comenicntly in all 
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inhere all sorts of horse ft 
a solil. c'iitK'ring enrj where r.ithgolri, t 
■oiditry ;t ml jewrls, it makes a TBry a^reeabl 
u my Turkish coac 









i to Ibe 



■era. The sultan is already gone lo his tents, and 
II bia Cent?; Ibe appearance of ihem is indeed very 
naguiliii-ut. Those of the great men arc rnllirr like 
militia th.oi Itiils, taking np a great compass uf 
round, and bring di>ided into a vast niiiubcr ol 
partmenla. They are all of greru, and the | arliiii nf 
iircc tails have those ensigna of their power placed 
eiy vlinsjiieuOOS TttTT*-* before tin- i h lit:.. 
are adorned on Hi" lop with gilded balls, 
it less. ai'iiii-JriiL' to their diflrci-m tanks. The 
go in coaches lo sec the camp, M eagerly aa 
■* did 10 that uf Hyde-park.; but 'tis verj ea»J to 
at the soldiers do not begin the emnpaigu 
i any gnat clicerfulnesa. Thts war '«. » Jimi* 
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luce, upon ilic people, I. ill particularly hard, 
the lllilinmill. iiuw ibat the grant! lipwc is 
.til lo lead his array iu persou. Every company 
of iberu is obliged, U|iun thi* occasion, lo make ■ 

I look ibr pains of rising ai six iu the morning, 
In ^,,-,i Mii' irTt'iunnv, ^hieh did Dill however begin 
lill eight. The grand signior nu at the seraglio win- 
dow, lo ten tbc procession, which passed through 
ihe principal streets. It was preceded by an effenJi* 
mounted, ou a camel richly furnished, reading aloud 
■he aleorau, IJm-ly bouud, laid npou a cushion. He 
was surrounded by a parcel of hoys, in while, 
singing lorae verses of it, followed by a man dressed 
in green boughs, i-i-prr/icnting j clean hushanilman 
aowiug seed. After him several reapers with garland* 
of ears of corn, js I'itc. i* piciuied, with scythes it) 
thcie hands, seeming lo mow. Then a little machine 
drawn bv men, in which wis a windmill and boys 
employed iu grind .in- i. i.un, Ibllowflday another 10a- 
iltine drawn by buffaloes, carrying an oven, and I m> 
more boys, one employed in kneading the bread, 
tut hioi1.it iu dialling it out of Ihe oven. These 
In. is town mil little cakes on both sides amongst 
the crowd, and w ere followed bj the whale company 
uf bakers marching ou fool, two by (wo, in their best 
tlolhes, with cakes, loaves, pasties, jnd pies of all 
■oris ou their heads, ami aftet them two buffoons or 
J auk- puddings, with their feces and clothes smeared 
With DM d, who diverted ihe mob with, their antick 
EWMn v 1 1. lUc sotuo manner followed all the coni- 
/Wij'm pf trade of the empire ; the nobler sort, inch 
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, that represent their trades, perfectly 
nl; amongst which that of the Furrier* 
: of the best figures, being a very large 
e set round with the ski as of ermines, foxes, 
etc., to will stuffed, that the animals seemed to be 
alive, and followed bjr musick and dancers. I believe 
Ihey were, upon (he whole, twenty thousand men, 
all ready to follow bis highness if he commanded 
tliem. The rear was closed by the volunteers, who 
came to hep tbe tumour of dying in his service. This 
part of the shew seemed to me so barb;irou§, that I 
removed from tin 1 wmrlow lij>,:ii [lie !i:-sl appearance 
of it. They were all naked to (he middle. Some had 
their anna pierced through with arrows left sticking 
in them. Others had them sticking in tbeir beads, the 
blood trickling down tbeir faces. Some slashed their 
arms with sharp knives, making the blood spring out 
upou those that stood dun; and this is looked upon 
as an eiprcssion of their leal For glory. I am told 
that some make use of it to advance their love ; and 
when they are near the window where tbeir mistress 
stand* Jail the women in town being veiled 10 see 
the spectacle), Ibey slick another arrow for her sake, 
who gives some sij;ns of approbation and encourage- 
ment to this ,:allanlry. Tbe whole show lasted for 
near eight hours, to my great sorrow, who was 
heartily tired, though I was in the bouse of the wi- 
dow of tile captaio pacha (admiral), who refreshed 
me with coffee, sweet-meats, iherbet, etc., with all 
possible civility. 

I went Iivo days after lo see the uins-u^o cA su\wyl 
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p in I, which is a building ¥*rj well north the ci 

Hlj of a traveller. I DM dressed in my Turkish 

hi, .mil Jilniilted without scruple, though I be- 

■aurtl who 1 was. by the extreme ofK- 

BOC-lt Hf , to sbe.v me every part 

1 - n ihe midst 

■ i'iI. making ■ 

■ ■v. The lirst court has foar gales, and 

!i-e. I'll* j lire both of ihern *ur- 

louudcd will' ■■■ pillars of tho 

. iiiiL-lv poliilied, and of verylive'j co- 

l.pun*. the wkoli pitMiiil ia al 'while marlilr, anil 

ill, i,. .1" ..( tin' «1bmNh divided inlQ several ctirtnlu 

nils on [lie lop. In i 

■ ■■ i.iaiioi ip( while re 

. . i i. .i . ■.'[ _-.irr of tlie mosqae, a p 

.i. (u.n-lilc ( .ilurs, nhii-b his live gal 

1 iiinl,v.ini.iii M utile .if wrtilwlm, I dare not i 
ajx-iiL pi the ptOpBrtiaWi ll seemed lo 

-II .■ of, it is vastly high, and 

i iii ;iii i' tfc* Mb '■-! hniWhiB I ■■■ . 

., i <-ii pillars, with marble 
" uWivtl lb* M*MMM mlao oivi'i-eil with Per 
UyMli lu my o|. num. it is a gnat addition t. 

:■.>.. i. . Mi. 'i i , . i, ■■ -'■ ■ i.!,-, I nun ;„■,.■,. aiidene 

l.ii.-.l v.iili to ■ , : i|. chonatia ; 

■.In. I, ;,,,. ,„,,,t (J |kaM .ed and 

■ tawdry im 

I ■.'!■■ r.ni'iii, i-.i'ii,.:;, t church** 

ii ,>l Hjj .(i,p|l.. I'ln- ...ill. Minna to be iulaiJ, 

in sui.ill (lowers, ll 
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of. Hut going BMW, I Mm they were crusted with 
Japan china, which has a very bejuriful effect. Tn 
the midst linn;; a vii5t lamp of silver gilt; besides 
which 1 do verily believe itirre was al least two 
thousands of a lesser size. This must look very glo- 
rious when (lie j are all lighted; but bong at night, 
no women are suffered 1o enter. L'nder the large 
lamp is a great pulpit of curved wood gill, and, just 
by, a fountain to wash, which yon know is an essen- 
tial part id their devoiion. In one corner is a hide 
gallery inclosed with gilded lattices for the gninJ 
signior. At the upper end a large niche, very like 
an altar, raised two steps, covered with gold bro- 
cade, and standing before it (wo silver gill candle, 
s(icks, the height of a roan, and iu ihein mi camlli'.i 
as thick ns a man's wrist. The Outline of the mosque 
is adorned wilh lowers vastly high, gill on the (op, 
from whence the innitinis call the people to prayers. 

contrived so artfully aj to give surpriw to all that 
tee, il. There is but one dour, which leads (o three 
different aluireDscs going to the three different sto- 
ries of the tower, in soch a manner that three priests 
may ascend, rounding, without ever meeting each 
other'; a contrivance very uvurh admired. Behind 
the mosqne is an eict.ange full ofsbops, where poor 
lodged gratis. I saw several dervises 
their prayers here. 1 hey are dressed in a plain 
of woollen, with their armi bare, and a woollen 
in (heir heads, like a high -crowned hat with- 
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■inch after (lie igme manner, bat not comparable, 
lit <iF magnificence, to this I have described, 
which is inlioitely beyund any uliurch in Germany 
or England ; I won't talk of other countries I havo 
not seen. The seraglio does not seem a very magni- 
ficent palace : but tbc gardens are very large, plen- 
tifully supplied with waier, and fall of trees; which 
is all I know of tbeiu, brvlng never been in them. 

I tell yon nothing of Mr. W y'« entry, and 

bin antlieDL'e. These thing 1 ; are always the same, and 
have been so often described, I ivoit't trouble yon 
with the repetition. The young prims*, about eleven 
years old. sits near his father when he gives on- 
1} he ba handsome buy, hut probably will not 
immediately succeed the siil'an, there being two sons 
of sol ton Musi a ph a (his eldest brother) remaining ; 
the eldest nlinut twenty years old, on whom the 
hopes of the people .ire fixed. This rr-ign lias been 
bloody and avsritions : I am apt to believe Ihey are 
very impatient to see the end of it. I am, Sir, 
Yonrs, etc. etc. 

P. S. I ml) write b you (.gain from Conslan- 
tiuople. 



Constantinople, Mil 59, O. S. 

.1. nivi had the advantatie of very hue weather all 
my jonracy, and as the summer is now in its beauty. 
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enjoyed the pleasure of line prospects: and tba 
ng full of all sorts of garden doners, 
erbs, hip berliu perfumed the air 11 it 
pressed ibem. The grand siguior furnished ns with 
thirty covered waggons for oar baggage, mad 
live coaches of the country for my women. We 
found the road foil of the great s;,abis und ilieir 
equipages coming out of Asia 10 the n:ir. J hey al- 
ways travel with tents ; bnl I cho^e to lie in houses 
all ihe way. I will not trouble yon with the usrae* 

remnrltalilr, hnt at Ciorley, where there was a conac, 
or Utile seragtio, hnili /or the use of ibe grand si- 
guior when he goes this road. I had (be curiosity to 
view all the apartments destined for the ladies of bis 
conrt. They were in the midst of a thick grove of 
trees, made fret* by fountains: bat I nas moat stir- 
priied to seo the walls almost covered with little 
distichs of Turkish verse, writ witb pencils. I made 
my interpreter explain tlirin lo me, and 1 found 
several of them very well tnrned, though I easily 
believed him that they had lost much or their 
beauty in the translation. One was literally thus in 
English: 









The rest of our journey was through fine painted 
meadows, hy the side of ibe sea or .Marmora, ibe 
nueient l'ropomis. We lay Ihe next night at Selivrea, 
anciently a noble town. — i\ is uow a good sca- 
pe rt, and neatly built enongh, atvlts* ?i WiSjyi <J> 
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thirty-two arches, lime is a famous ancient Greek 
church. — I had given one of my coaches to ■ 
Greek lady, \>bo desired the conveniriicy of trave- 
ling with me ; she designed to pay her devotions, and 
I was glad of Lho opportunity of going with her. I 
found ir oil ill-built edifice, set out with the. same sort 
of ornaments (hit Iras rich) as the Roman cHlholiok 
chnrches. They shewed .ne a saint's body, where I 
(brew a piece of money, and a pietnre of lho Virgin 
Miry, drawn by the baud of St. Luke, very little to 
the credit of bis painting : biji, however, the finest 
uitiona of llalv is not more famous for her uii- 
i. The Greeks have a monstrous taste in their 
res, which, for more liniry, are always drawn 
upon a gold ground. Ton may imagine what a good 
ir this has ; but they have Bo notii.n either of shade 
■ c jiri'poHiMn. 'I'Ijp'V lime ^ lii^inji here, who offi- 
ciatrcl in his purple robe, and sent me a candle al- 
most as big as myself for a present, when I was a! 
tny lodging. We lay that night at a town railed llujuk 
Cekiuege, or great bridge: and the night following 
a! Kujuk Cckmegr, or little bridge, in a very plea- 
sant lodging, fruim riy :i mona-.i'.-EV oi dervisea, ha- 
ving before it n large court, encompassed with marble 
cloisters, with a good fountain hi the tuiddle. The 
rospect from this place, and the gardens roond it, 
the most agreeable I have seen, and shews that 
lOnks of alt religions know how to choose their re- 
remenf?. 'Tis now belonging to a hogiit or scbool- 
laster, who teaches boys here. I asked him to shew 
lOhis own apartment, and i\ns surprised to see hint 
oint to a tall cjjiress-lrce in the j-ardrn, on tbt 
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top of which was a place for a bed for himself, and 
a little lower, one for his wife and two children, 
who slept there every uight. I was so much diverted 
with the fancy, I resolved to examine his nest 
nearer; bat after going up fifty steps, I found I had 
still fifty to go up, and then I must climb from 
branch to branch, with some hazard of my neck : 
I thought it therefore the best way to come down 
again. 

We arrived the next day at Constantinople, hat 
I can yet tell you very little of it, ail my time having 
been taken up with receiving visits, which are, at 
least, a very good entertainment to the eyes, the 
young women being all beauties, and their beauty 
highly improved by the high taste of their dress. 
Our palace is in Pera, which is no more a suburb 
of Constantinople, than Westminster is a suburb to 
London. All the ambassadors are lodged very near 
each other. One part of our house shews us the port, 
the city, and the seraglio, and the distant hills of 
Asia ; perhaps, all together, the most beautiful pro- 
spect in the world. 

A certain French author says Constantinople is 

twice as big as Paris. Mr. W y is unwilling to 

own 'tis bigger than London, though I confess it 
appears to me to be so, but I don't believe 'tis so 
populous. The burying fields about it are certainly 
much larger than the whole city. 'Tis surprizing 
what a vast deal of land is lost this way in Turkey. 
Sometimes I have seen burying places of several 
miles, belonging to veiy inconsiderable villages, 
which were formerly great tovrcfi^ woA. tftVaxo, \*» 
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gold letters. The ladies have a simple pillar, without 
other ornament, except those that die onmarried, 
who have a rose on the top of their monument. The 

planted round with trees ! those of the sultans, and 
some great men, have lamps constantly burning in 

When I spoke of their religion, I forgot to men- 
tion two particularities, one of which I hid read of, 
bat It seemed so odd to me, I conld not believe it.; 
yet 'tis certainly true that when a man has divorced 
his wife in the most solemn manner, he ran lake her 

man to pass a night with her : and there are some 
examples of those who have anhmitted to this law, 
rather than not 10 hav- back their beloved. The 
other point of doctrine is very extraordinary. Any 
woman that dies unmarried is looked upon to die 
ia a stale of reprobation. To conlirin this belief, 
they reason that the end of the creation of woman is 
In eucrease and multiply, and that she is only pro- 
perly employed in the works of her culling, when 
she 11 bringing lorih children or taking care of them. 
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which are all the virtues (I 
And indeed their way of life, which shots them o 
of all pnblick commerce, does not permit them at 
other. — Onr vulgar notion, that tliey don 
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they soy they are not of so elevated a kind, and 
therefore must not hope to be admitted into the 
paradise appointed for the men. who are to he en- 
tertained hy celestial lleaotie*. lint there is a place 
of happiness destined for souls of the inferior order, 
where all good women are to be in eternal hLsi. 
Many of them are very superstition*, and will not 
remain widows ten days, for fear of dying in (lie 
reprobate stale of a useless creature. Rut those that 
like their liberty, and are not slaves to their re- 
ligion, content themselves with t" arrying when Ihcy 
are afraid of dying. This is a piece oi theology very 
different from that which teaches nothing to he 
more acceptable to God, than a vow of perpetual 
virginity: which divinity is most rational, Ilesveyou 

1 have already made some progress in a collection 
of Greek medals. Here arc several professed antiqua- 
ries, who are ready to serve any body that desires 
them. Hut you cannot imagine how they stare in 
my face, when I enqnire about them, as if nobody 
was permitted to ieck after medals, till they were 
grown a piece of antiquity themselves. I have got 
some very valuable oues of the Macedonian kings, 
particularly one of Perseus, -1 lively, I fancy I can 
see all bis ill qnalitirs in his face. I have a porphyry 
head finely rnt, of the trne Orwk *cv.Vv*™-,>™\ 
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it ho it represents is ru be guessed ar by the learned 
when I rctnrn. For you are not to suppose these 
anti-pianes (who- are all Grceki) know any tiling. 
their todt It only UnD : lliey bare correspomlenU 
at Aleppo, Grand Cairo, in Arabia and Palestine, 
who send them all they can iind, and very often 
great heaps that are only lit lo melt into [MKH and 
kettles. 'I hey get the best price they can for nor of 
them, without knowing those thai are valuable froni 
those that are Bat. Those that pretend lo skill, 
generally Iind out the intake or some saint in Iho 

BUnab of the Or«* cities. One of shewing 

me the figure nf a Pallas with a victory in her 
hand, on a reverse, assured me it was the Virgin 
holding a craciU*. The same roan offered me the 
bead of a Socrates, on a sardonn, and to enhance 
the value, gave him the title of Saint Augustin. 
1 have bespoke a mini! my, which, I hope, will 
tome safe lo my tiamls, no^vilhslsniling the mis- 
fortune that befel a very line one drs.gned for the 
king of Sweden. He gave a great price for ii, and 
the Ttnfci look it into their heads, that he roust 
have some con*iil.-i.il>li- prnjici impending upon it. 
Tliey fancied it the body of God knous who, and 
thai the stale of their empire mystically depended 
nn llie conservation of it. Some old prophecies were 
remembered anon this occasion, a:u[ the mommy 
nil led prisoner lo the seven towers, ivheie it has 
s conlinement ever since. I date 
f my interest in so considerable a point : 
i of it ; Lr.t 1 hope mine will pais without 
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of this famous city. When I have looked a little 
about me, you shall hear from me again. I am, Sir, 

Yours, etc. 



XXXVI. To Mr. Pope. 

Belgrade village, June 17, O. S. 

JL hope,, before this time, you have received two or 
three of my letters. I had yours hut yesterday, though 
dated the third of fehruary, in which you suppose 
me to he dead and buried. I have already let you 
know that I am still alive; bat, to say truth, I look 
upon my present circumstances to be exactly the 
same as those of departed spirits. The heats of Cons- 
tantinople have driven me to this place, which per- 
fectly answers the description of the erysian fields. I 
am in the middle of a wood, consisting chiefly oi fruit 
trees, watered by a vast number of fountains famous 
for the excellency of their water, and divided into 
many shady walks, upon short grass that seems to 
me artificial, but, I am assured, is the pure work of 
nature — within view of the black sea, from whence 
we perpetually enjoy the refreshment of cool breezes 
that make us insensible of the heat of tbe summer. 
The village is only inhabited by the richest amongst 
the Christians, who meet every night at a fountain, 
forty paces from my house, to sing and dance. The 
beauty and dress of the women exactly resemble tbe 
ideas of the ancient nymphs, as they are given us 
))•$ the representations of the poets and ^aiiitev%. V>w\. 
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what persuades me more f nil j of my decease, is ills 
situation of in; own mind, [lie profound ignorance 
I am in of what passes among the living ( which 
only comes to me by cbauce ),and the great calmness 
with which I receive it. Yet I have still a hankering 
after my friends and a equal u lances left in the world, 
aceor ding to the authority of that admirable author. 

That spirits departed are wo ml pro us kiud 

To friend! and relations left behind. 

Which no bod; can deny. 
Of which solid tniili I am a dead instance. I think 
Virgil is of the same opinion, that in human soul* 
there will still he some remains of hnmau pasiious ; 



And 'tis very necessary, to make n perfect elysium, 
that there should be a river Lethe, which I US not 
10 happy as to find. To say truth, I am sometimes 
lery weary of the singing a ud dancing, and sunshine, 
and wiab for the smoke and impertinences in which 
yon toil; though 1 endeavour to persuade myself 
that 1 live in a more agreeable variety than you do; 
and that tuonday, setting of partridges; tuesilay, 
reading Eogtish ; Wednesday, studying in the Turkish 
language ( in which, by lb? way, I am already very 
learned ) ; thursday, classical authors ; friday, spent 
in writing; Saturday, at my needle, and sunday,ad- 
mitting of visits and hearing of niusick, is a better 
way of disposing of the week, than monday, a 
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wjnil's, etc., 8 perpetual round o* hearing tile tatiir 
■ iMiulil.i.inl seeing the game lollies acted o.ei and 
over, which here affect me do more than they do 
otberdead people, lean now hear of displeasing thiups 
Willi pity and without indignation. The reflection on 
the great gnlph between you and me cools all news 
lhat conies hither. I can neither be sensibly touched 
with joy or grief, wbeu I consider that, possibly, tbu 
cause of either is removed before the letter ci>m« 
to my hands. Hot, as I said before, this indolence 
does not extend to my few friendships; I sni still 
warmly sensible of yours and Mr. Congreve's, and 
desire to live in your remembrance, tliough dead to 
the world beside. 



tihe world beside. 
XXTLVII. To 
Deign 
sis.BTii.Ybeg yonr lad 



Tillage, June 17, O.S. 



beg yonr ladyship's pardon; botl really 
could not forbear laughing heartily at yonr letter, 
and the commissions yon are pleased 10 honour me 
witb. Ton desire me to buy yon a Greek time who 
is to be mistress of a thousand good qtuEtie*. The 
Greeks are subjects, and not slaves, those who am 
to be bought in that manner, are cither such as are 
taken in war, or stolen by the Ta Hal*, from Russia. 
Circassia,or Georgia,aud are such misei able auk ward 
poor wretches, you mould not think any of them 
worthy to bo yonr bonse-maids.'tii Vt10\\i»MaM>.-\ 
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sauds were taken in the Morea J )jut lhey lime 
turn moil of them redeemed lij- (lie charitable con- 
tribution* of the Christians, or rnnaomed by their 



m. The lint 



9 III at n 



upon the great ladlrs.or aerie the pleasures of the 

years old ,1 nit educated n ill* ^rciii carc» to accomplish 
tlirili in singing, duucin", embroidery, etc. They .ire 
■'■iiuiuouIt (,irrj>siuns, and their patron never sella 
them, eJt3B)ll il is as a punishment For some very 
yreat fault. If ever tbey grow weary of thein, they 
either ;.i-i, . -tii ihein to a friend, or give Iheiu Ibeir 
freedom. Tho.se thai are exposed 10 sale al ibo 
marked, are alwajs either gndty of aome crime, or 
jo entirely worthless, thai they are of no n*c at all. 
1 in. afraid yrru miU doubt Jjia truth of ihisnccoont, 
flUoh, 1 own, i.* very different from nur common 

lhat. — Tour whole lelter is full of mistakes from 
one end to Ihe other: I»e« yon have taken yonr ideas 
of Turkey from llial worthy author Dumonl, who 
ivith equal ignorance and con [i deuce. 'lis a 
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pai ■tirtiiiii- pleasure to ine here, to read the 
to ihe l.evaul. which are generally so far removed 
from truth, anil so full of absurdities, lam very well 
diverted with them. They never fail giving you an 
anpotutt of Ihe women, whom 'tis certain lhey never 
saw, and talking very nisi-Iy of I lie genius of ihe 
men, into whose company they are never admitted; 
1 vt iv often ih-tir.be niosijiiea, which they dared 
i ivrti p: rp into. The 1'nrka are very proud. and 
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red is considerable in his own country. I speak of 
the men of distinction ; for, as to the ordinary fellows, 
yon may imagine what ideas their conversation can 
give of the general genins of the people. 

As to the balm of Mecca, I will certainly send yoa 
some; bat it is not so easily got as yon suppose it 
and X cannot in conscience advise yon to make use 
of it. I know not how it comes to have such un^Mfc- 
sal applause. All the ladies of my acquaintance «t 
London and Vienna, have begged me to send pots of 
it to them. I have had a present of a small quantity 
( which I'll assure you is very valuable ) of the best 
sort, and wl th great joy applied/, to my face, expecting 
some wonderful effect to my advantage. The next 
morning the change indeed was wonderful ; my face 
was swelled to a very extraordinary si^, and all ovei 
as red as my lady H 's. It remained in this la- 
mentable state three days, during which, yoa may 
be sure, I passed my time very ill. I believed it would 
never be otherwise; and to add to my mortification, 

M. W y reproached my indiscretion without 

ceasing. However, my face is since in statu quoi 
nay, I am told by the ladies here, that 'tis much 
mended by the operation, which I confess I cannot 
perceive in my looking-glass. Indeed, if one w as to 
form an opinion of this balm by their faces, one 
should think very well of it. They all make use of 
it, and have the loveliest bloom in the world. For my 
part, I never intend to endure the pain of it again ; 
let my complexion take its natural course, and decay 
ia its own due time. I have very little, esteem ior 
medicines of this nature; but do &s ^ow ^Vvvsfc^ 



-.4 



LETTERS 



it, thit 



madam ; only 
your Tsce will not be such 
n the drawing-room (or some days after. If one »u 
to believe the women in this conutiy, there is a snrer 
way of making one\s srlf beloved than by becoming 
some, thongbyoo know that's oi.r method. Bnt 
Ibey pretend to I be knowledge of secrets that, by way 
of enchantment, give them Ibe eniirr empire over 
whom Ihey please. I'ov me, who am not very apt to 
liete in mm tiers, I cannot linrl faith for ibis. I din- 
ted the point lost night with a lady who really 
talks very sensibly on any oilier subject; but she 
was downright angry wiih me, in that she did nol 
perceive she had persuaded me of ibe truth of forty 
stories she told mc of this kind; and, a! hut, men- 
tioned several ridiculous marriages, that there coold 
be no other reason aligned for. I assured her tlmt 
in England, where wo were entirely iguoranl of all 
magick, wbere the oHmiM i- BM h^ilf so warm, nor 
the women half so handsome, we were not without 
onr ridiculous marriages; and that we did not look 
upou it as any thing supernatural, wben a man 
played the fool for the sake of a woman. Rnt my 
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in knowledge. To this she added that 
she scrupled making u*e of charms berself,bnl lba( 
she could do ii whenever she pleased ; and, staring 
me in the face, said, with a very learned air, that no 
vould have their effects upon me, and 
that there were some people exempt Cronilheir power, 
may imagine bow I laughed at this 
discount: but all the women are of the same opi- 
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•Jie devil, but only that there are certain couiposi- 
tionsadapted to inspire love. I! one could stud over 
a shipload of them, I fancy it would be ti very quick, 
way of Falsing nn estate. What H ould not some ladies 
of om^cqaninlaiice give for such merchaDiltiei'Adieii, 
my dear lady — I cannot conclude my letter will a 
lubject that affords more delightful scenes to ibe 
imagination. 1 leave yon to lignrc to yourself the 
extreme court that will be nude lo me at my return. 
1 should furnish me "ilhsuch a useful 
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XKXVI1I. To Mas. T . 

Pen of Coaslantinople, Jinuar? 4, O. S. 

liM infinitely obliged to yon, my dear Mrs. T , 

for yonr entertaining letter. You are tbe only one 
of my correspond t-ti is that have judged right enough, 
to think I would gladly be informed of the new* 
amuiigst you. All tbe rest of tllem If II me, almost in 
the same words, that they suppose I know every 
thing. Why they ore pleased to suppose in this uian- 
;uess no reason, except they are persuaded 
eed of Mtiliomet's pigeon still aobtiils in 
lis GOBntiy,and that I receive supernatant iolelli- 
I wish I could return yonr goodnew with 
iverling accrxjnts lYtuii lii.-niv : but 1 know not 
ait of tbe scenes here ivould gratify your 
:y, or whether yon liave am CMtofiMj '- , - 
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. f.n dnUDL To say the truth, I 
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in, at [his present writing- ,ml vcr ? nioeh tnrntd 
for the recollection of what is (livening, my head 
being wholly lllled aith -the preparations Dec 
sary for the enereasc of my family, which I tip 
every day. Yon may ettsily gnesa at my nnrasy 
tumion. l'ut I am, however, conforted in Mac 
gree, by the glory that accrues to me from it, and 
a reflection oo the loiiicinjit I should Dfbvrwise fir 
under. — Yon won't know what to wake of thi 
speech; but iu this country 'lis mure despicable I 
be married and not fruitful than 'lis with us to I 
fruitful before marriage. They have a notion thi 
whenever a woman leaves off bringing forth children, 
'tis because she is loo old for thai business, whate- 
ver her face says to the contrary. This Opinion makes 
the ladles here so ready to make proofs of their youth 
( which U as necessary in order to 
beauty, us it is to shew proofs of n: 
milted knights of Mal'a) that they 
themselves with using the natural means, b tit fly to 
all sorts of quackeries to avoid the scandal cf being 
(last chilil-bea ring, and often kill themselves hylbi 
Withont any exageralion, nil the women of my uu- 
r]anin1anci have iwcloc or thirteen children, and the 
obi ones boast of ha.ing h.-id five and twenty 
thirty H-piece, and art respected according lo 1 
number they have proilnecd.— When they are with 
d, 'tis their i oiuiitou expression to say, they hope 
<i"<l will I h: so merciful as to 
-1 "hen I have asked thi 
Hpectad In provide for such a flock as they desire, 
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they answer that flu' [ilriij'J' 1 H-x 1 E 1 1 urrtatuly kill half 
of them; which indeed getitj-iilly happens without 
much concern to the parents, who Hire sAt i^fieil with 
the vanity of liming brought fori!) so plcntilnlh. 
The I'lench ambassadress is foiced to comply with 
ihis fashion as "el I as myself. Shi? hai nut been heie 
much above a year, and has lain in once, and is big 
again. What is most wimderfuJ,isthe exemption they 
seem to enjoy from the corse entailed on tbi- aex. 
They aee all eumpaoy 011 [be day of their delivery, 
and at ibe fortnight's end return vigils, set out iu 
their jewels am! new elothes. 1 wish I may lind the 
influence of tin 1 climate in this psrlicuhy ; but I fear 
I shall continue an English woman in this affair, an 
well as I do in my dread of lire and the plague, which 
am two things very little feared here. Most families 
have had their houses horn! down omco or twice, 
occasioned by their extraordinary way of warming 
themselves, which is neither by tummies nor stoves, 
hut by a certain machine called a tenr/ci;<r, the licicht 
of two feet, in the form of a table, covered with a 
line carpet Ol' embroil) l iv. This il made only of wood, 
ud they put into il a small quantity of hot ashes, 
and sit with their legs under the carpet. At this table 
they work, tead, and very often sleep ; auii, iT Ibey 
chance to dream, kick down the lenJour, and the 
hot asbes commonly act the boose on lin . I tier. 
were Jive bund red Lous' ■■'■ burnt iu 'his ma unci ah on 1 
fortnight ago, anil I have seen .several of ibe owners 
ln> seam not at all moved at so common .1 
fortune. They put their goods into 1 bark, and 
their houses buru with gnu nySjaWBt^, *■*'» 
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lieing very seldom en clang ere J, bavin 






>fj<r^ lo .lescend. 

But having entertained yon with things I don't 
like, 'tis Inn just I should tell yon something that 
pleases me. The cbimate is delightful in the eitreroest 
degree. lam now sitting, this present fourth of January, 
with the windows open, enjoying the warm sbine of 
the sun, while yon are freezing over a sad sea-coal 
fire; and my chamber is -,ei <.ui .vitli i.irnations, roses, 
and jonquils, fresh firnu mv garden. I am also ohar- 
med with man; point* of the Turkish law, to onr 
shame be it spoken, better designed, and better 
executed, than ours; particularly, the punishment 
of convicted liars {triamphant criminals in oar coun- 
try, God knows). They are burnt in the forehead 
with a hot iron, when they are proved the aolhiirs 
of iiny notorious lalsehootls. How many white fore- 
heads should we sep diifignred ! how m.iovlme gen lie 
men would he forced to wear their wigs a- low as 
their eye-brows, were this law in practice with us? I 
should go on to tell you many other parts of JBatice, 
but I must send for my midwife. 
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>t written to yon, dear sister, these many 
- a great piece of self-denial. Hut 1 know 
where to direct, or what part nf the world yon 
I Ji»vr received no Inter from you sin™ that 



you are on the [mint of loving Inland, and pioi 
me a direction Cor the place you stay in ; bat I bat e 
iu vain expected it til] noiv, tod now I only learn 
from the gazette, that fou arc re turned, which indocp; 
ine to venture this letter to your bouse it London. 
I had rather ten of my letters should he lost than 
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when tbey are not necessary. I returned my vwi's 
ve weeks end, and ahuui four days ago crtiisrd 
.i which divides I his \ilare f IQJil I (ni-l.-iiihmijih , 
ke a new one, -inhere I had ibe good fortune 
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-^ bruiser, ihe reignioj; saltan, »nii 

weeL. alter, being poisoned, u it waa 

r»lW believed, VhisIaiTt was, immediately aftM 

leath, sainted with an absolute order to leave 

r sera-lio, and rhfintft hill 111 I ■ husband among 

■eil Ben al tlie I*o[<c. 1 suppose yon may im»- 

li« iwcrjojed ,11 ihis proposal- — tjnite the 

117. — These wnmrn.whn are called and esteem 

,rUrs ijueetis. ItHik npoa 'his libeiiy u tin 

rattl disgrace and aflrrint that can happen ■■> 

l. She threw herself at the sultan's feel, aud 

■ged him to poignard her rather than use Lit 

er's widow with that contempt. She represented 

u,iu agiiniesof sorrow, ibai she waa pi n ikgeil 

■ i fur [iriiicrs 

ihi- Ottoman family; bni all the boya bang 

■ iri sun ;■. ing, ihis .n use was not 

ri*, and she was compelled id made her choice. 

1 1 n u.ii. then secretary of slate, and 

riooa the world 

ii ,-br iiriuly inieuded to keep the tow she Lad 

a second husband to ap- 

■. Sell bjW h, .1 . I ..[i.v ibe i : 1 

. bo ba calkd hi*, iha would choos* 

m M a (Mth .■ «■ 1 1 was. he that 

1 pfMMMd In 1 ■ . .11 tl ■■ i'^.- Bf i< 11 jears, to her 
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1, LaOBJjb .1 15 now llflrrn years she hai 
L) i in ii. 1.', iihtiv the pmw hi r time in unin- 
TUUg, with a constancy *ery little 
ti Christendom, especial y in u widow of one 
il lirentj, for she is now bul Ihirly.six. She hi< 



no black eunnehs fur hei ^[i;n-.l, her liusliaud being 
obliged lo refiiiect bur as a queen, and nut lo enquire 
at .ill into uli.n ii done id her apartment. 

I was led into a Inryt; room, \iiili a sofa I lie whole 
length of it, adorned with white marble pillars like 
a ntelle, covered ■ ith pile blue Bgond velvet, on 
a silver grooiiil, ivilh cushions u f I lie m me, where 1 
was desired lo repose till ihr sultana appeared, who 
had contrived ihir manner of reception to avoid 
rising up at my entrance, [ln.n-li she made me an 
indication of tier bead when I rose up to her. I was 
very glad to observe a lad* thai bad been distingnish- 
ed by i In- favour of an emperor lo whom beauties 
were every clay presented from nil parts of (he world; 
l.ui ihn did not seem to me to have ever been half 
so beautiful as the fur fatjma I .saw at Adrianopb, 
though she had the remains of a fine face, more 
decayed by sorrow than time. Hut her dress was so 
anrprixingly rich thai I cannot forbear describing it 
in you. She wore a veil called dualma, which differs 
i [-in u a caftan Ipy longer sleeves, and folding over at 
the bottom :it vni of purple clolh, si rail to her shape, 
and thick set, on each side down to her feet and 
round the sleeve-, ivilli pearls o( [in: Jicst water, of 
the some size as their buttons commonly are. You 
mas! not suppose that I mean as large aa tho*e of 

my lord , hut about die bigness of a pea; and In 

these buttons, large loops of diamonds in the form 
of those cold loops so common on birth-flay coats. 
II. ii habit was lied at the waist with two Urge tassels 
of smaller pearls, aud round the arms irnbniiilcn- I 
with large diamonds. Her sniff was fastened at the 
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bottom, villi .1 great diamond, shaped lite a lozenge ; 
her girdle as broad as the broadest English riband, 
entirely covered with diamonds. Round bra Lets, 
e three chain*, which reached to her kneea; 
iDa of large ptm'l, at 'he bottom of which hung a 
• coloured emerald as big ass Inrkey-egg; another, 
iling of two hundred emeralds, close joined 
igelber,of thetuosl lively green, per rcctly matched, 
every one as large as a half-crown piece, and as thick 

perfectly round. Hut her earrings eclipsed all the 

icy were two diamonds shaped eiactly like 

s large as a big hajct-nul. Hound her to! 

poclie she had lour airings of pearl — the whitest 

st perfect in the world, al feast enongh to make 

rcklnces, every one as large as the dolrhesj of 

1 a rlbo rough's, and of the same shape, fastened with 

, consisting of a large ruby for the middle 

I round them twenty drops of clean diamonii. 

■ such, IWjidt'Nlhi*,bci head-dress was covered with 

if emeralds and diamonds. She wore large 

bracelets, and had live rings on her linger* 

•xcept Mr. Phi's) ihe largest I ever saw in iny life. 

" jewellers to compute the value of these 

rcls in our part of ihe world, her whole dres> 
isl be worth a hundred thousand pounds sterling, 
is I ain sure of, that no European tjueen has hall 
; quantity; and the empress's jewels, though very 
e. would look very mean near hers. She gave me 
linner of Jilly dishes of meat, which ( after thrir 
In. ,n) were placed On Ihe lahle hill one al • lime. 
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vered very well Ii 
the knives were of gold, anil ibr hafts set with dia- 
monds. Bat tile piece of lo.\ury which grieved mj 
eyes waa (be lable-dolll anil napkins, which were 
»ll tiffany embroidered with silk and gold, in the 
finest manner, in natoral Gowers. Ii was with tile 
ntmost regret that I made use of Hits* cosily nip- 
kins, which were as finely wrought as the lineal 
handkerchiefs ilut ever came mil of this country. You 
may he sure that they were entirety spoiled before 
dinuer was over. The sherbet ( which is the liquor 
ll,- : , drink at meals) was served in china howls; hut 
the covers and salvers massy gold. After dinner, 
water was brought in gold basons, and lowels of the 
same kind with the napkins, which I very unwilling- 
ly wiped my hands upim ; and coffee was served in 
china with gold saucaupel. 

The ultima seemed in a very good humour, unil 
talked to me with the ntmost civility. 1 did not omit 
this opportunity of learning all thai 1 poss blj could 
of the seraglio, which-is so entirely unknown amongst 
os. She assured me thai the story of the snltan'a 
throwing .1 humlbrchicf is alln^i-llicr I 'al hi I ous; and 
the manner, npou that occasion, no other than this : 
He sends the kyslicr aga In signify to the lady the 
honour he intends her. She ii immediately compli- 
mented npon it by flic miters, and led to the bath, 

gniliceut and becoming manner. The emperor piv- 

inlo her aparlnieul: neither ii lliitc iuvj wkN\'&\mv% 
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.!■> her creeping iu al the bed's toot, She said thai 
ilit first lie murle choice of, was, always after, the 
first ■□ rank, and not tbi mother of the eldeil sou, 

Hie sultan diverts himself in the company or all his 
ladies, who stand in a circle round him : and she 
..mfessed thej were ready Id die with envy and 
jealousy of the happy she, that he distinguished 
with any appearance of preference. Bnt this seemeii 
lo me neither Letter nor worse than the circles of 
most courts, where the glance of the monarch is 
watched, and every smile in waited fur with impa- 
tience, and envied by those who cannot obtain il. 

She never mentioned the eullan without tears in 
her eyes, yet she seemed very fond oftlie discourse. 

- My past happiness, said she, appears a dream to 

• me. Yet I eauuol forget that 1 was Leloved by the 

• greatest and most lovely of mankind. 1 was chosen 

• from all the rest to main all his campaigns with 
. him; and 1 would not survive bint, ii I was do! 
. passionately fond of I lie princess my daughter. Tel 

- all my tenderness for her was hardly euuugh to 
. make, me preserve my life. When 1 left him.Ipns- 

- sed a whole twelvemonth without seeing the light. 
. Time has soften eJ my despair; yet I now pass some 

• days every week in tears, devoted to the memory 

- of my saltan. » There was do affectation in these 
words. It was easy to see she was in a deep melan- 
choly, though her good humour made her willing 

She asked me lo walk in hei g.uJi.u, .mil une -i< 
her shves iromedialely* brought her a pelisse of rich 
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In lined with sables. I waited on her into the 
i, which hurl nothing in it remarkable hut llii 
lias ; ami from theme she shewed me oil her 
s. In her bed-cbauiber, her toilet was dis- 
played, consisting of two looking-glasses, the frames 
covcied with pearls, anil licr night lalpoche set Willi 
bodkins of jewels, and near it three vesta of Tine sa- 
bles, every one of which is at least worth a ihousanrl 
dollars { iwo bundled pounds English, money). I 

placed in tight, though, they seemed negligenlly 
thrown on the sofa. When I took my Irate of her, 
I was complimented with perfumes, as at ihe grant! 
vizier's, and presented Willi a very fine embroidered 
handkerchief. Her slaves were to the number of 
ihirty. besides ten little ones, the eldest not above 






. old, lliest-H 



Dike 



itifnl girls 1 



iw, all richly dressed ; and I observed that the 
sultana took a great deal of pleasure in these lovely 
children, which, is a vast eipenee -, for there is not a 
handsome girl ol I ha I age to be bought under q hun- 
dred pounds sterling. They wore Utile garlands of 
flowers, and their own hair braided, which was all 
(heir head-dress; but their habits were all of gold 
atn.fi*. These served her roffee kneeling, brought 
water when she washed, etc. — Tis a great part of 
ihe business of the older slaves to lake care of these 

them as carefully as if th*y were children t>! the fa- 
mily. Now do yon imagine I have cnlerlained yon 
■11 this while with a relation that has, at least, re- 
ceived many riiiliellishiumls fmm mi WnA. "Vavvi 
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; will My, is hut loo like lh« Arabian tales, — 
These embroidered napkins! and ■ jewel as large 
as » turkey'* egg! — Yon forget, dear sister, the 
very tales were i\riltcu li; an author of litis connh 
and (excepting the end) a Diluents) are a lea! repi 
sentation of the manners here. We travellers are 
very hard circumstances. If we say nothing but what 
lias been said before ns, we art dull, mi 
observed nothing. II v,e tell any thing at 
laughed at as fabulous and romaiiiiok, not allowing 
•'illier for the difference of ranks, which afford dif- 
ference- of company, or more curiosity, or the change 
of customs that happen every lucuty years in every 
country. — lint the truth is, people judge of travel- 
lers exactly willi the some candour, good nature, and 
imp.ii-tiriliry. rln-y jitd«i- "I llti-ir neighbours Upon all 

you, I am SO wall acijuaiuteil with the morals 
my dear friends a ud acquaintances that I an. resolved 
II them nothing at all, lo avoid the imputation 
(which their charily v. on LI ml a inly incline them to] 
of icy telhug too much. Hut I depend upon yoi 

.uowlng me enough to believe whatever I seriously 

■ ssert for truth; though I give yon l< 

iriied at an account so new to you. En [what would 
you say, if I told you that I hav< 



r ;.,,;, i 
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of pearl, ivory of dif/erei 
colours, and olive wood, exactly like the little box 
you have seen brought ont of I his country; and 
those rooms designed for summer, the walls are a 
crusted with Japan china, the roofs gilt, and the 
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floora spread with the Ctwst Persian earpeta? Yet 
iluirc is noilring i.iore tine sncli Is the palace of mv 
lovely friend, the fair Ultima, whom 1 was acquainted 
with at Adrianoplc. I went 10 visit her yesterday; and, 
if prjssiblc, she appeared 10 me hand.omer lhao be. 
fore. She mei me at the door of her chamber, and 
piviogmeher hand with the best gtaet in the world : 
Ton Christian ladies ( said she, with a smile that 
made herns beautiful as an angel ) have ihe reputa- 
tion of inconstancy. and I did nol expert, whatever 
goodness yon expressed for me at Adrianople, that 
I should ever see; on again. But I am now convinced 
iliat I have really the liappiiu.-!>* or pleasing yon; and 
ii yon knuiv Imw I apeak oljoa amongst nor ladies, 
you would he assured that you do inr justice in 
making me your Irieud. She placed me in the comer 
of tlie sofa, nod 1 speut the afternoon in her conver- 
sation with Ihe greatest pleasure in the wnrld.— The 
sultana Haliten is whnl one would naliir.illv ex perl 
to find a Turkish lady, willing to oblige, but nol 

her manner, :'uat she his lived eicladed from the 
world. lint Kaliuia baa all the politeness and good 
breeding of a court, with an air thai inspires at once 
respect and tenderness; and now that I understand 
her language, I lind her wit as agreeable as her 
beauty. She is very curious after the manners of 
1 the partiality for 



link- 



eek lira: 



(nor cnnlil have beet 
been in my train) sir, 



■ had never seen her before 
admitted now, if she had not 
icd that su-rpr'uK ivVw^twiV-i 
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aud manner, which Is unavoidable U lirsi sight, 
said to me in Italian: — . This is no Turkish li 
she is certainly some Christian. - — Fa tuna guessed 
ill.' spoke of her, anil is ted what she slid. I wooM 
not have told her. thinking she wont it hive been no 
batUr pleased with the compliment, than oni 
Tmk: but the Greet lady tnld it Is 
smiled, saying: It is not the Krst time I have heard 
so: my mother was a Polooece, taken at I he siege of 
rillliltilll i and mi father nsed to rally me. tayin^ 
he believed his Christian wife had found soi 
Christian gallant, for that I had not the air o 
Turkish pi—I assured her that, if ill the Tt 
kisti ladies were like her, it was absolutely necessity 
to eouline tbem fiom publick view for tile repos 
of mankind ; and proceeded to tell her what a nois 
surh □ face as he is ■roobl make in London or Paris, 
— I can't believe yon. replied she agreeably: if 
beauty w as 50 much valued in vonr country, as you 
say, they would never have suffered yon to leave it. 
■ — Perhaps, dear sister, yon laugh at ray vanity ii 
repealing; lliis compliment, but I only do it, fla I 
think il very well turned, and gin it you as a 
tance of the spirit of her conversation. Her home 
was majroilirently furnished, and very well faneied 
Iter winter rooms being furnished with figured velvet 
OH gold ground, and those for snmmer, with line 
Indian quilling embroidered with gold. The lions 
of the great Turkish ladles are kept clean with 
eh nierly as those in Holland. This was sllnnlril 
1 hip.li piirt of the town; and from the window 
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f her summer jipai Intent, we hud I lie prospect of 
he sea, the island-,, and ihe Allan mountains. — My 
slier is insensibly grown so long, I am ashamed oi 
I. This is a very ball symptom, 'lis well if I iloii'i 
cgenerale into a doivmiiht siory-tetler. It mny lie 
■nr proverb thaT Knowledge is an burthen, mnv 

CIV ap' tr> m.'il.c us troublesome to other yropk'. 



Vera, March, ifi, 0. S. 

J n extremely pleased, my dear lady, thai you liave 
at length found a com mission Cor Inc. that I can 
answer without dJuppoinlittg your eipeetalions ; 
though 1 must lull vim, lh.it it is mil so easy its per- 
haps you think ii : and thai if m\ Borioaifj bid nol 
hern more diligent thau any other stranger's has 
ever yet been, I must have answered you will* an 
excuse, as I nu forced to do, when you desired ius 
to buy you a Greek slave. I have got lor you, as yon 
desire, u lurkish love-letter, which 1 have pnt into a 
little boit. and ordered the captain of the Smyrnioie 
to deliver it to yon with this letter. The translation 
of it is literally as follows : The llrst piece yon should 
poll out of the purse, is a little p'arl, wbieh is in 
inrkiah e»Hcd ingi\ and must be under 



Jo ho. 
Cloib, 



VmUme derman bul 
Birlerum tahaHakat 

tfkiDterarjIunir! 

Verbis* hirumut 
Give me na< hope. 

It*-r.hn, /*■'! o!dulti zabun 

t urn sick witli love. 

Ben Olivim. sarumur 

May I dip, nnc! all my y«rs lie jnur: 

fled aglantm sen gul 



mfi>I 1 



OUm 



a 



.tl Wire, 



ofrt 
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HUH lienden ayirma 
:ad, Dnu't turn avcay your face. 
Bazmazun talch 
Crown ofmy beadl 
Beriirn iki Guzvm 
M, eves I 

Llttgorum tec ghel 
I die — come quickly . 

And by way of Postscript -* 

Bae bir dogm. fiaier. 



see this letter is all in ve 
i, there is as much fancy si 
, as in the moil studied e 
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eiigned foe this use. There En no colour, no flower, 
io (rail, herb, pebble, or feather, that has 
e belonging tt> it; and von may [jlinrrel. 

oven of new*, without ever inking yonr 
lingers. 

I fancy you are dcw wondering at my profound 
leaiWBg ; but alas, dear madam, I am altuost fallen 
into the misfortune so common to the ambitious; 
while they :tre employee! on distant UBipnSmnl 
conquests abroad, a rebellion starts np at hone; — 
I am in gHW danger of losing my English. I find 'tis 

twelvemonth ago. I an. forced to study for expres- 
sions, anil 1 must leave off all otiiet \uifpaf,** w& 

HHHM 
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irn my mother tongue. — Human antler- 
is as ranch Sir*** as hu uian power, or 
roan slrenglh. The memory lsm retkln bat a eel 
number of images; am! 'lis as iiuptrislble for one Ira- 
nian creature lo be perfect maslcr of ten different 
languages, as to have iu jarfecl subjection tea diffe- 
rent kingdoms, or lo Bght agaiust tea rucn at a t 
I am afraid 1 snail at last know none as I should do. 
1 hie hi ,i place that very well represents llie tower 
■.< Babel ; in Pern they speak. Turkish, Greek, He- 
brew, A rioeoian, Arahick , Persian, Russian, Sclavo- 
nijn, Walla.hin, German, Daub, French, i:n«li*li. 

of these languages spoken in my own family. Mj 
grooms are Arabs, my footmen Trench, English, 
Germans ;niy nurse an Armenian; my honse maids 
Kusiiuni: half a lloxen oilier servants Greeks; my 






.Turks; : 



live in (he perpetual I tea ring of 'his tucilley of sounds, 
which prodticcs a very exlraonliuaiy affect upon 
the people thai arc born bore; for Ihej learn all 
these languages at the same time, atn! without 
knowing any of ihem well enough to write or 

ilren hew, that have not the same compass of worils 
in live or six of tllciu. 1 know myself several infants 
uf three or four years old, that speak Italian, French, 
Greek, Turkish, and Russian, which last limy Irani 
of their nurses, who are generally t.f ilui OMHKryi 
seems almost incredible lo you, and is, in 
I, one of the most curium things iu this c 
ujti tale* off very much from the nrcrtf of 
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ladies, who set up for such extraordinary geniuses 
upon the credit of some superficial knowledge of 
French and Italian. 

As I prefer English to all the rest, I am extremely 
mortified at the daily decay of it in my head, where, 
I'll assure you (with grief of heart), it is reduced to 
such a small number of words, I cannot recollect 
any tolerable phrase to conclude my letter with, and 
am forced to tell your ladyship very bluntly, that I 
am Your faithful humble servant. 



XL I. To THE COUNTESS OP B- 



A. t length I have heard from my dear lady B , 

for the first time. I am persuaded you have had the 
goodness to write before, but I have had the ill for- 
tune to lose your letters. Since my last, I have staid 
quietly at Constantinople, a city that I ought in 
conscience to give your ladyship a right notion of, 
since I know you can have none but what is partial 
and mistaken from the writings of travellers, 'lis 
certain there are many people that pa.ss years here 
in Pera, without having ever seen it, and yet they 
all pretend to describe it. Pera, Tophana,and Galata, 
wholly inhabited by Trench Christians ( and which, 
together, make the appearance of a very fine town ) 
are divided from it by the sea, which is not above 
half so broad as the broadest part of the Thames ; 
but the Christian men are loth to hazard the adven- 
tures they sometimes meet with. &mon%*\ ^B&»\ctwdx* 
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01 srjinfo (noise monsters than our watermen) lad 
the women mast cover their faces (o go there, which 
they have a perfect aversion to do. 'Tis true, ihey 
near veils in Pera, but they are such as only serve 
to shew ibeir beaut; to more advantage, and would 
not lie permitted iu Constant in ople. These reason! 
deter almost every creature from seeing it ; and the 
French ambassadress "ill return to France (I believe) 
withoat ever having been there. You'll wonder, 
madam, to hear me add that I hove been there very 
often. Tbe asmack, or Tnrkish veil, is hecome not 
ouly very easy* but agreeable, to me; and if it was 
not, I wonld be content to endure .some incouvc- 
niency to gratify a passion tliat is become so power- 
fill with me as curiosity. And indeed, (he pleasure 
of going in a barge to Qielseii is not comparable to 
that of rowing upon the canal of Ihc sea here. where 
for twenty miles together down ibe liospborus, the 
most beautiful variety of prospects present themsel- 
ves. The Aslau side is covered with fruit trees, vil- 
lages, and tbe most delightful landscapes in nature; 
on the European stands Constantinople, situated on 
•even hills. — The unequal heights make it seem a* 
large again as it Is ( Iho' one of the largest cities i> 
the world) shewing an agreeable minture of gardens 
pine and cypress trees, places, laoscjnes, and pu 
Mick buildings, raised one above another, wirh as 
much beauty and appearance of symmetry as yonr 
ladyship ever saw in a cabinet adorned by (lie most 
skilful hands, where jars shew themselves above 
iicd with canisters, babies ami candlesticks, 
a very odd comp^.ison; b t it gives me an 
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act idea of the thing. I have taken care le see a* 

ich of the necaglio as is to tie seeu. It is on a poiul 

land running into the sea. a palace of prodigious 

eitent, bat very irregular. Tile gardens take iu a 

large compass of ground, full of high cypress tree*, 

which is all I know of them. Tile buddings are all 

of while atone, headed on top, with gilded torrets 

and spires, which look »BCJ magnificent; uud indeed 

I believe there is no Christian king's palace half so 



;. There 



it, ailbdilt r> 



ml 



whicl 
•own 



md set with trees, having gallerie 
those/or theguard^nother for the slaves, another lor 
Ihe oflicers of the kitchen, another for the stables, the 
liflll for the iV van, and tbesiith lor the ft pa: tmeut deb- 
Lined for anrlienoes. On the Indies' side tliere are, at 
least, as many more , witli distinct courts belonging 
jnebs and attendants, their kitchens, etc. 
remarkable struetn re is that of St. Supbia, 
ieb 'tis very difficult to see- 1 was forced la send 
:he aimocan ( ills governor of (lie 
sembled the r.hief effendis, or beads 
the law, and enquired of the mufti, whether it 
was lawful to permit it. Tiny passed soma days in 
this important debate ■ In it i in- i sting on my request, 
permission was granted. I can't be informed why Ihe 
Turks are more delicate on the subject of this mos- 
que, than on anv of ihe others, where what Christian 
pleases may enter without scruple. I fancy they 

pretence of curiosity, might pr.iphane it with 
era, particotarly to those saints, who are still 
vi.sible iu mosaiek work, uud 110 aV-Wfnx^ SitV*- 
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■cd brl by ihe decays of time; lor it is abMlUdjI 

(b>, iln.ii;:h so u uiVersal I j asserleJ, that the Turks 
lefzceu alJ Ihe images thai they found id the cily. 
Ihe dome of St. Sophia is s.ii.1 lo he on,- hundred 
mil thiricru loot diameter, built upon arches, ios- 
ained hy vast pillars of inarble, the pavement and 
,niir-case marble. There iire two rows of galleries 
npporled mill pillars of pa ttl-co loured marble, and 
he whole roof mosaiek work, part of which decays 
(cry fast, and drops down. — They presented ine ■ 
i-iuUful of it; its composition ecems lo ine a sort of 
; lass, or that paste with which they make caunter- 
rit jewels. They «hcw here the tomb of the emperor 
.lonstaatiue, for whith they hnve a great veneration. 
This is a dnll imperfect description of this celebra- 
ihitectore so little, 
ideavouring 



i speak of it particularly. Perhaps I 
nrkish mosqae 



IllheH: 



reus. 



te better. Tfci 

lowe"s in Ihe angles ; in the raids? is a noble cupola, 
supported wilh beautiful marble pillars; two leasers! 
■ he ends, supported in the Mow manner; Ihe pave- 
ment and gallery round Ihe mosque of marble; un 
der Ihe great cupola is a fountain adurned with stieh 
line coloured pillars, that 1 can hardly limit than 
natural miirhle; on one lide is ihe pulpit of while 
marble, and on the other a little ;;;dlerj' Lor the grand 
signior. A line stair-case leads lo it, nud it is built up 
with gilded lattices. Al 'he upper em! is a sort of al- 
lifr, where Ihe name uf Gon is written ; and before it 
ilaai\ two rand I ci ticks, as high as a iujiu, wilh wai- 
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candles as thick as three flambeaux. The pavement 
is spread with tine carpets, and the mosque illumina- 
ted with a vast number of lamps. The court leading 
to it is very spacious, with galleries 6*f columns of 
green marble, covered with twenty-eight leaded cupo- 
las, on two sides, and a tine fountain of basons in the 
midst of it. 

This description may serve for all the mosques in 
Constantinople. The model is exactly the same, and 
they only differ in largeness and thickness of mate- 
rials. That of the sultana Valida is the largest of them 
all, built entirely of marble, the most prodigious, and, 
T think, the most beautiful structure I ever saw, be 
it spoke to the honour of our sex, for it was founded 
by the mother of Mahomet the fourth. — Between 
friends, Paul's church would make a very pitiful fi- 
gure near it, as any of our squares would do near th« 
atlerdan, or place of horses {at signifying a horse in 
Turkish ). This was the hippodrome in the reign of 
the Greek emperors. In the midst of it ia» a brazen co- 
lumn of three serpents twisted together, with their 
mouths gaping. 'Tis impossible to learn why so odd 
. pillar was erected ; the Greeks can tell nothing but 
fabulous legends when they are asked the meaning 
of it, and there is no sign of its having ever had any 
inscription. At the upper end is an obelisk of por- 
phyry, probably brought from Egypt, the hierogly- 
phicks all very entire, which I look upon as mere an- 
cient-puns. It is placed on four little brazen pillars, 
Upon a pedestal of square free stone, full of figures 
in bas-relief on two sides ; one square representing 
a battle, another an assembly, \\ifc o'taex*\ANfe*v&» 
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•eriptions in Creek pud Latin; ike list I took In my 
il-book, and is js follows : 

DilTieilis fjimndaniduiniuisparereSereni) 

Cfeonia Thcodosio cedunr, soholique|iercnni. 

ir lord will interpret these lines. Don't fancy ihey 

lII the Injures have their heitds on, and I rinnOL 
■ rbear ri'llcetin^ il^liU i.'ii (tie impmlen^e of authors, 
all say they have no!; hul 1 dm swear the greal- 
est pun of them never saw ihein, but took the re- 
port from the Greeks, who resist, with incredible for - 
tilade, the conviction of their own eyes, whenever 
nted lies to the dishonour of their ene- 

worlh seeing iu Constantinople, hnt sanctaSophia* 
though there are several larger, and, in my opinion, 
more beautiful mosques in that city. Thai of sultan 
met has this particularity, that its gales are ol 
i. Id all these mosques there arc Utile chapels, 
■e are the tombs of the founders and llicir iiiim- 
with wax-caudles burning before them. 
le exidiangis are all noble building*, full of fine 
alleys, the greatest part supported with pillars, ami 
kept wonderfully neat. Every trade has its distinct al 
ley, where the merchandize is disposed in tbe saute 
urder as iu tile new exchange at Loudon. The bices 
ellera' quarter, shews so much rich i-.s, sin h 
tliyof diamonds, and all kind of preeiuus 
i*>, thai liiey daille the sifilit. The rmbroitlrrers: 
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is aUo very glittering, and people walk bi:re as much 
Tor diversion as business, "1 be markets are most of 
theru handsome sqnarrs, and admirably well pro- 
vided, perhaps belter than in any other pari of I lie 
world. 

I know yon'U expect I should say something par- 
ticular u/ the slaves; and you will ■imagine me half 
a Turk, when I don'l Apeak of it with the same hor- 
ror other Christian* Lave ilnnr before me. Hot I can- 
not fm bear applauding the humanity of the Turks to 

very is, in my opinion, no worse than servitude alt 
over the world. Tis true they have no wages; hut 
they give them yearly clothes 10 a higher value than 
ordinary servants. But yon'll ob- 
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and sold as publicUy and 
□ famously in all our Christian great cities, 
must add to the description of Constantinople, 
t the Historical pillar is no more. It dropped 
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the world, i bave seen no other footsteps of a 
ijuity except ibe aqueducts, which are so vast that 
I am apt to believe they are yet more ancient than 
the Greek empirr. The Turks, indeed, have clapped 
in some stones with Turkish inscriptions, to give 
their natives the honour of so great a work ; but the 
deceit is easily discovered. — The other publiek 
buildings are ihe Uarms and mon 
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itiou of the derviscs, which are as whimsical as any 
ne. Those fellows have pel-million Id marry, 
,■ ri-ritijii-rl to an odd li.'ilnl. *iliroh is only a 
of coarse while cloth, wrapped about them, 
ivith their legs and arms naked, Tln-fi- oritur has few 
* tales, eicept Ihat of performing tlirir fantas- 
-itcs, every tnesday and friday, which is done 
is manner: They meet together in a Urge hill, 
i! ihey all stanil with their eyes fixed on the 
Fid attd their arms across, while tin- imanm or 
j.i.'.,liir rends pari rif the alenran from ii pulpit 
placer! in the midst; and when lie has done, right 
en of them make a melancholy ronnrl mil. 

n he reads .''Rain, anil makes a short cvrmsilimi 
ii wti.il In 1 lias read ; after nliicli they sing and play, 
ieir superior ( Ibe only cue of them dressed in 
l) rises and begins a -nil of solemn diner. They 
stand ihnnt him in a regular figure, and while 
lie play, t lin other* tie their robe (which is very 
le) fast round [heir waist and begin to turn 
■run! with an amazing awiftne s, :iin! i -■! v.iili pn .n 
gurd to the mosick, niuving sbiwer or faster as 
fl tone is played. This taut* above an hour, ivilh- 
it auy of lUcln shewing the least appearance nf 
ddincss, which is not to he wondered at, when 
11 considered they are all nsed to it from their 
fancy; most of Ihcni being devoted (o this way 
life from their birth. There turned amongsL ihcni 
me little dervisea of six or seven years old, who 
emed no more disordered by that exercise than 
c others. Al !he end of the ceremony ihcy shout 
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out ; .. There is no oilier God, bat Coil, and Ms. 
haniet his prophet ■ : alter which [hey kiss the so- 
pvriora hand, ami retire. 1 be wliulc is performed 
with the tuoat solemn gravity. Nothing can lie more 
austere than the form of these people; they never 
raise their eyes, ami seem demoted to contemplation. 
And as ridiculous, its this is in description, iht-re 
it something Touchiu^ in the ait of submission and 
mortification they assume. — This leltir is of a 
orrible length; liut you may bur 






preparing to leave Constantinople, and 
rrhaps you will ocense me of hypocrisy, when 
I tell you 'tis with regret ; hut as I am used to the 
air, and hate learnt ihc language, I am easy here; 
and as much a? I love travelling, I tremble at thr 
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nil;-, and a little Infant hanging at 
the breast. However, 1 endeavour, ujiou ibis occa- 
sion, to do as I have hitherto done in all the odd 
turns of my life ; turn them, if I can, to my diver- 
sion. In order to this, I ramble every day, wrajine I 
up in mj ferigec and asmtick, about Constantino- 
ple, and aiiiiis>- myself willi siuiug all that is curious 
ill it. I know you will expect tbal ihis declaration 
should be ful lowed wil'ii wine account of what I have 
■.eon. Rnt I am in no humour Ui Wjf% ytVa\'Njias,\jw«i 
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writ so often over. T« what purpose should I irll 
JOB that Oinstauliuople Is (tie im-itnl i.iiantium ' 
that "lis at pmcnl the confines t of a race uf people, 
• opposed Scytbiana; tint there are live or ill lliDo- 
t ami moMjoe* in it ? "brit St. Sophia was founded liy 
Justinian, Mb? I'll assure yon 'tis not for ninl of 
[riming. Thai I forbear writing all these bright 
things. I coulrl also, with very little irooble, mm 
over Knolles and sir Panl Ryraut. to give yon a list 
of Turkish emperors; but I will not tell yon what 
ymi may Had in every author that lias writ of tli.r. 
country. I am more inclined, out of a trne female 
spirit of contradiction, to tell von the falsehood of 
a greet part of what yon find in authors; as for 
instance, in the admirable Mr. HiiJ, who so gravely 

pillar, very l.u.sarnick for disorders! bends liters 
is not the least tradition of any rncli matter; and 
1 suppose it was revealed to him iu vision, daring 
hit wonderful stay in the 1'gyptian catacoinhs; for 
lam suit he never heard of any soch miracle heie. 
'Til also very pleasant to observe how tenderly he 
and all his brethren voyage- wri I ers lament tin: mi- 

perhups more free than any ladies in the universe, 
and are the only women in the world, that lead a life 
or uninterrupted pleasure, exempt from caves; their 
whole time being spent in visiting, bathing, or the 
ible amusement of spending money and iniem- 
■w fashions. A husband would be thought mad 
j of eeennomy from his wife, 
way limited but by her own 
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fancy. *TU bis business to get money, : 
spend it; and Ibij nohle prerogative ei 
in the very meanest of the aei. Here is a lellow thr 
carries embroidered li:iii'lk'.Tf!iicfs upon his back li 
•ell; anil as miserable a figure a! yon may supposi 
such a mean dealer, yet I'll assure yon his will 
scorns to iwr any thing less than doth of gold 
has tier ermine furs and a very handsome set ol 
jewels for bei- bead, "lis Imp, they have no pnblick 
places bnl the bagnios, and these can only 
bv their own sex ; however, lhat is a diversi 
,.pu 
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layi ago, at one 
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ami bad the opportunity of seeing a Turkish 

received ihere, and all ihe ten dj used on 

suasion, which made me recollect thi epitba- 
a of Helen, by Theocritus ; and it teems i" 
lat the same custom* have continued BWi 
aince. All the she-friend- - rcla irons and arnuaintanch 
of the two families, newly allied, meet at the bagnio 
several othen go, out of curiosity, and I believi 
:re tbal day two hundred women. Thosr 

md the rooms on ibe warble sofas; but the vii 
I gins very hastily [brew nrf I In ir L'loalbs, and appear 
^ed nithont other ornament or covering, than then 
mg hair braided with pearl or ribbon. Tw- 
in met Ihe bride at ibe door, conducted by b" 

Jful maid of about seventeen, very richly dressed. 
i shining with jewels, but wo» presently radorcd 
tale of nature. Two oibtM vAVA* ffiw V 
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pjls n-ith perfumes, aud beyuu the procession, the 
rest follou'iug iu pairs, lo the number of thirty. The 
leaders sung an epithalamiarn,aiisivcrcd by the other* 
iu chorus, anil the two last ltd the fair bride, her eye* 
iiied on the ground, with a charming affectation 
of modesty. Iu this order they marched round the 
three lar^e rooms of the bagnio. 'Tis not easy to 
represent to you the heanty of this sight, most of 
them being Hell proportioned and whiteihinned ; 
all of them perfectly smooth, and polished by the 
frequent use uf bathing. Alter having made their 
lour, the bride "as again led to evrry matron round 
the room*, who saluted her with a compliment and 
a present, smut at jewel*, others of pieces of stuff, 
handkerchiefs, 01 little Kalian tries of that nature, 
which she thanked Tin in for. by kissing their hands. 
I was very well pleased with having seen this cere- 
mony; and jou may believe me, that the Turkish 
Ladies have, at least, as much wit and eivdity, nay 
Liberty, as among ns. 'lis true, the same customs 
that give Item so manj opportunities of gratifying 
their evil inelinutious ( if they have any ), also put 
it very fully iu the power of tbeir husbands to re- 
venge themselves, if they are discovered ; and 1 do 
not doubt hut they suffer sometimes for their iu- 
diMMttoAl in a very severe manner. About two 
months ago, there was fuuud at day-break, not very 
far from my house, the bleeding body of a young 
iman, naked, only wrapped in .1 coarse sheet, with 
rounds of a knife, one in her side, and another 
r breast, She was not quite told, and 1W 10 
tfhuDjtj beautiful, iliat then were VCTJ few men 
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in i'era dial dill not go to look upon her ; but il was 
not possible for any body To know her, do woman's 
facto being known. Slui was supposed to have been 
brought ia tbe dead of night from the Constan- 
tinople side, aud laid lliere. Very Utile enquiry was 
made about llie murderer, and the corpse was pi i ■ 
lately buried without noise. Murder it. never pur- 
sued by the king's officers, as with m. Tis ibe hn- 
ainess of the next relations lo revenge the dead 
person i and if ihry like butter to compound iho 
matter for mc.aey ( as they generally do ), there is 
no more said about it. One would imagine this delect 
in their yoverujueul should inakesueh tragedies very 
frequent, yet they are extremely rare; which ia 
enough to prove the people not naturally cruel. 
Neither do I ibink, in many other particulars, they 
deserve the barbarous character we give there. I am 
well acquainted with a Christian woman of quality, 
who made it her choice to live with a Turkish hus- 
band, and is a very agreeable sensible lady. Her 
story is so extraordinary I cannot forbear relating it; 
but I promise you il shall be in as few words as 
1 can possibly express it. 

She in a Spaniard, aud was at Naples with her 
family, wben that kingdom was part of the Spanish 
dominion. Cuming from thence in a felucca, accom- 
panied by ber brother, they were attacked by lUe 
Turkish, admiral, boarded, and taken. — And now 
how shall 1 modestly tell you the rest of her adveu- 
i nt happened lo her, tli.il linp ■ 
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I liraihcnish Rom.n, did. Tbe admiral wai » 
ii:h i harmed irilL the beauty anil lor,g-anFferings 
of (he fair captive, that, as ilia brsi compliment, he 
gave immediately liberty tu hci brother and allend- 
ants. Who W,4a haste to Spain, anil in a few months 
sent tbe soiu of four thousand pounds sterling, as 
a ransom for bis sister, llie Turk took Ibe mmitj. 
which he presented to hit, anil [old her she was at 
liberty. Bui lite lady very discreetly weighed the 
different treatment she mi likely lo find in her na 
live country. Her relations (as the kindest thing 
they conld do for Iier in her [irescnt circumstances) 
would certainty conline ber to a nunnery for the rest 
of her days; — Her infidel lover was very handsome, 
very tender, very fond of her, and lavished al her 
feet all the Turkish magnificence. She answered him 
very resolutely, that her liberty was not so precious 
to her as her honour : that be could no way restore 
that, but by man, iug her : anil *bc Lbtrelore desired 
him to accept tbe ransom as her portion, and give 
her the satisfaction or knowing that no man could 
boast of her favours without being her husband. The 
admiral was transported at this kind offer, and sent 
bank the money to her relations, saying he was Ion 

look any other wife, and (as sbe aays herself) she 
never had reason to repent the choice she made, lie 
left her, some years after, one of ihe richest widows 
in Coustantinople. But there is DO remaining ho- 
nourably a single wuman, and ibat consideration has 
obliged her to marry the [(resent capitan paeh.i 
nil '.bis successor. — lam afraid ilint you 
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will think my friend leJ in Inn: v,,\h her ravisher; 
but I am willjoj! to lake her ward foe it, Ibal she 
acted wholly on principles of honour, i hough 1 ihmk 
^he niighl he rrasoiuMv rmnMi.-i! ;it his generosity, 
which is often found among ihe Turks uf rank. 

'Tis a degree of generosity to lell the Irulh, and 
'tis very rare that any Turk will assert a solemn 
falsehood. I ilon't sneak of ihe lowest sort; for, as 



Out 



. Ami 



much cheaper than in Christendom, those wretches 
not tiling punished (even when ihey irt publickly 
detected) with the rigour Ihey ought lo be. 

Sow I am speaking of their law, I dou't kuow 

peculiar lo their country: I mean adoption, very 
common amongst Ihe Turks, and yet more amoug.t 
Ihe Greeks and Armenians. Not Luring it in I hen 

Iation, lu ovoid its falling into the grand signior's 

dren of their own, they thuse snuie prclly child 'if 
eilher sen, amongst the meanest people, and cany 
llie child and ils parents before the cadi; and there 
fesian th*5 receive it for their heir. The pareuts, ti 
the same time, renounce all future claim to il : a 
writing is drawn and witnessed, and a chdd thus 
ndnpted cannot be disinherited. Yet 1 have seen MOM 
common beggars, thai have refused to part wilh 
iln ■!!■ bbildien in iMs manner to some of the richesi 
among Ihe Greets (so powerful is 'he instinplivc 
affection that is natural lo ptrteWsY 1 ) itoai^Q \Vc 
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ing father* MS generally very leader to tl 

en of their souls, as they call llieui. I own this 

m pleases hu uiuuh better than our absurd one 

f following our name. He thinks, 'tis much more 

asonablt to make happy and rich an infant whom 

tl' J fill Hi y IllWi iilLMLIllT, llim.glit up (in ill I' 

nrkish phi'ase) upon my knees, and who has learnt 
to look upon me with a filial respect, than to give un 
estate to a creature, without other merit or relation 
to me than that of a few letteca. Yet this is an ab- 

I surdity we see frequently practised, — Now I have 
mentioned, the Armenians, perhaps it will bo agree- 
able to tell yon something of that nation, with which 
1 am sure vdu are utterly unacquainted. 1 will not 
trouble you with ihe geographical account of the 
litualion of their country, which you may «ee in 
the maps; or a relation of their ancient greatness., 
which yon may read in the Roman history. They are 
now subjects lo tin: Imts. mill, being very iudus- 
iriotts in trade, and enorcunu* and multiplying, are 
dispersed in great number.', tlirungh all ilie inrki-h 
dominions. Tiny were, as iliey say, converted to the 
Christian religiun by St. Gregory, and are perhaps 
the devoutest Christiana in tbe wbote world. Tils 
chief precepts of llir-ir priests enjoin the strict keep, 
iogof their lenls, which arc, at least, seven mouths 
in every year, and are not to be dispensed with 
nn the most emergen! necessity; no occasion what- 
ever can excuse Ibeiu if they touch any tiling more 
than mere herbs or roots (without oil), and plain 
dry bread. That is their constant diet. — Mr. W— y 
lija aiic of lus in let prefers of this nation, and llie 
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poor fellow was brought so low by the severity of 
his fasts, that his life was despaired of. Yet, neither 
his masters commands, nor the doctor's entreaties 
( who declared nothing else conld save his life ), were 
power fal enough to prevail with him to take two 
or three spoonfuls of broth. Excepting this, which 
may rather be called a cnstom than an article of 
faith, I see very little in their religion different from 
ours. 'Tis true, they seem to incline very much to 
Mr. Whiston*s doctrine; neither do I think the 
Greek church very distant from it, since 'tis certain 
the holy spirit's proceeding only from the father, 
is making a plain subordination in the son — But 
the Armenians have no notion of tr an substantiation, 
whatever account Sir Paul Rycaut gives of them 
(which account I am apt to believe was designed 
to compliment our court in 1679), and they have 
a great horror for those amongst them that change 
to the Roman religion. What is most extraordinary 
in their customs, is their matrimony, a ceremony, 
I believe, unparalleled all over the world* They are 
always promised very young, but the espoused never 
see one another, till three days after their marriage. 
The bride is carried to church with a cap on ber 
head, in the fashion of a large trencher, and over 
it a red silken veil, which covers her all over to 
her feet. The priest asks the bridegroom whether 
he is contented to marry that woman,, be she deaf, 
be she blind ? These are the literal words ; to which 
having answered Yes, she is led home to his house, 
accompanied with all the friends and relations on 
both sides, singing and dancing, andVt ^\»^ou ' 
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a in the corner of a sofa ; but her veil is not 
I even by her hu..band. There is soine- 
c! and monstrous in these wbts, that 
I could not believe litem till I had enquired of se- 
veral Armenians myself, who all assured me of llie 
truth of [hem, particularly one young fellow who 
le spoke of it, being promised by hi* 
mother to a girl that he must marry in this man- 
;r, thongh he protested to me he hod ralher die 
nil to this slavery, having already figured 
to himself, with all the deformities in 
- t fancy I mh von bless yourself at ibis 
Tiblc relation. 1 cannot conclude my lelter with 
e surprising story, yet 'tis as seriously true, 
i iii. si I am, dear sister, 

Yonrs, etc. etc. 



Constantinople May ig, 0. S. 1718, 

■ etlreinely pleased wilh hearing from vou,and 
■aniljfjhe'darling frailty of human kind ) not 
le flattered by the uncommon cjaestioDS you ajlt 
me, I bough I .Tin utterly incapable ol "answering them. 
And imlceil, were I as good a mathematician as En- 
•■lid bilrself, it requires on age's stay to make just 
icrvations on the air and vapours. I hove no! yet 
n a full \c.i i- here, and am on the point of ro- 
ving: such is my rambling destiny. This will 
nr/irire joil, and can rarurixr: nobody sc murh as 
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myself. Perhaps yon will accuse toe of laiinesi- or 
dulness, or both together, that can leave lliis jilar* 
without giving you some account of tlie Turkish 
court. I can only tell you, lhat if yon please to read 
lil Paul Ricaut, yon will there find ■ full and Iran 
account of the visdcrs, the brglerhys, the eivU and 
spiritual government, (he officers of the seraglio, el c. 
things that 'tis very easy to procure} lists of, and 
therefore ma; be depended on ; thoo^h oilier stories, 
God knows — I say bo more — eveiy bodj is *i li- 

people may change, or some of Ibeni escape the ob- 
servation of travellers; but 'tit Jot the same of I he 
government, and foe thai reason,siime 1 can tell you 
nothing new, I will tell you nothing of it. In the some 
silence shall be passed over the arsenal and seven 
towers; and for mosijoes, I have already described 
one of the noblest 10 yon very particularly. ISut I 
cannot forbear taking notice to you o/a mistake of 
Gcuiclli ( though 1 hononr him in a higher degree 
lliau any other voyage-writer). He says that there ate 
no remain! or Cbalcedon : this '■ certainly a mistake ; 
I was there yeslerday, and went cross the caual in 
my galley, ibe sea Icing very u a rroiv between that city 
and Constantinople. 'Tis still n large town, and ha- 
several mosques in it. The Christians still call it 
Ghalccilonia, and the Turks give it a name which I 
forgot, hut which is only n corruption of the suiie 
word, I snppese this is an error, of his guide, which 
his abort stay hindered him from rectifying; for I 
have, io other matters, a very jn^t esteem for bis 
veracity. Xothioge.m be oleasao.l*t\.u:in\)s\«c 
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rlie Turks are so *eLJ ac.jiiaiulcd will. Ul beauties,, 
■Lit all their pleas nrr-seats ore built upon its banks, 
where ill.- y have, 31 the same time, the most beau- 
tiful prospects in Europe pad Asia; there are near 
nne another sonic hundreds of magnificent palacca. 
Unman grandeur being here yet more unstable than 
.ny "here else, 'tis common foi' the heirs of a great 
three-tailed pacta, noi 10 be rich enough to keep in 
repair the house lie built ; thus iu a few years they 
■11 fall to ruin. 1 was yesterday toscclhiit of the late 
,'rand viiier, who was killed at 1'elerwiiiadin.lt was 
buWt to receive his royal bride, daughter of the pie- 
ml suhau, hut he did not live to see her there. I 
have a great mind to describe it lo you; but I check 
that inclination, knowing very well that I cannot giro 
rou, with my ben di-.eri|'iinii, such an idea oF it at 
i ought. It b siinated on one of the Uoal il< li-lnful 
pits of ihe canal, wilh a line wood on the aide of 
j bill behind it. The eilent of it is prodigious ; Ihe 
guardian assured me there are eight hundi-ed room*. 
In it : I will not, hoiveyer, answer for thai number, 
since I did not count them ; but 'tis certain the num- 
ber is very large, and ihe whole adorned ivith a pro- 
fusion of marble, gilding, and the tuost exquisite 
painting of fruit and turners. The windows are all 
sssh-d wilh the linest crystalline glass brought 
from England ; and here is all ihe expensive inagnifi- 
cebce tbal yonciUi siip|>"si' in a |>alnre founded by a 
vain luiunous young man, wilh Ihe wealth ofa tast 
■ at his command. Hut no port of it pleased iue 
limn i lie ..|.;irtmcnls rh-stinitd fur Ihe bagnios, 
Tinrt are two iniili UORtlj n ilir »«ni manner. 
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I Id oat' anolbel ; the bath*, fonii 
ts all of white marble, the iwofi .: i 
tied trilli Japan china. Ailj. 
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iovo a sofa^and in the fonr corners are falls of water 
from the vei-j ruof, from shell to shell of while 
marble, (o the lower end of the room, where it fall" 
into a large bjson surrounded with pppa tba! ihrow 
np the water as high as the room. The walls are in 
I lie nature of Unices, and on Ihc outside of them, 
there are vines and woodbines planted, th.it furni a 
kind of green UputtT, and give >n agreeable obirn 
rtty to Ihose delightM chambers. ( chi'iiilr! pn iw, 
and let you into some of ihe other apartments ( all 
worthy yunr curiosity ), but 'lis jet harder lo dts- 
oriba a Turkish palace than ati) cilher, being hnilr 
entirely irregular. There is nothing ihat ran he pro 
perly callei front or wing.'. : and though such con- 
fusion is, I think. |>l<-,ih<ti<j to die sight, jet ii would 
be very unintelligible in a lctler. I shill only add 
that the chamber destined for the saltan, when ht 
visits bis daughter, is nninscotlid with inolher of 
pearl, fastened with emeralds like nails. There arc 
others of mother of pearl and olive-wood inlaid, and 
several of Jauau china. The galleries, which arc nu- 
imimis .iii.I very large, are adorned with jars ol 
flowers and porcelain dishes of frnil of all sorts, so 
well done in plaster, and coloured in so lively* man- 
ner, that it has an enchanting effect. The garden is 
suitable to the house, where arbours, fountains, and 
walks are thrown together in an agreeable onnfnsien. 
There ii no ornament manli ng esccpl. tWv iA «««"-■ 
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Thus JOB see. Sir, th: se people are not so unpolished 
as we represent ihem. Tis true, (heir DugniflCctUM 
Li of a different tnsle from dots, and perhaps of ■ 
[ am almost of opinion they hare a right no- 
!:ht ronsuroe il in luoiick, gardens, 
nl deueau eating; while "a are tormenting 
•■ii'.c ieheme ofpaIi£cka,ar studying 

nul persuade nlhct people 10 set tlial value 
we .lo ontselves. 'Tis certain, what we feel 
is properly ( if any thing is properly) oor 
ni the good of fame, tlir folly of praise, are 
hardly pirn-based, and when obtained, poor recom- 
pense for loss of lime and health. We die or grow 
old before we ran reap the fruit of oar labours. 

: any study so beneficial as the shirt, of our 
present pleasure ■* 1 cJare not pursue th>s theme ; per- 
haps 1 hare already said too uiticli: but I depend 

le true knowledge yon have of my hart. I 
don't expert from you the insipid railleries I should 

ram mother in answer lo tlii* letter. Ton know 
how to divide the idea of pleasure from llial of vice, 
and ihey are only matjleu in the heads of fools. — Rut 
I allow you to laugh at me for the sensual declara- 
tion, in saying thai I had rather be a licit effeudi 
with al! his ignorance, than Sir Isaac Newton with all 
his knowledge. 

iam.Sir,ete.etc. 



Tunis, July.3i,0.S. 171°- 

t Constantinople the siith of thelasi month, 
and this ia the first post from whence I could send .1 
letter, though I hate often wished for the opportu- 
nity, that I mig hi inipnrl v>me of the pleasure J fourjd 
in this voyage, through the most agreeable part of 
the world, where every scene presents me some 

1 Waria'il wiili [nx-ti'-k 1 j . . l . - 1 -. i-n - r , I (.urrey 

« 'TV immortal islands, aud [he well JulKra *;a. 

• Far here to oft tlie muse her harp UMitnllig, 

I begyonc pardon for this sally, and will, if I c»u, 
continue the rest of ray account io plain prose. The 
second day after we set sail, wi pased GlllllpoJi*, ■ 
fair city silualcd io the Lay of Cbersonejns, and much 
respected by the Torts, being the first town they 
took io Enrope. At live the neit morning, we an- 
chored in the Hellespont, between the castles of 
Sestos and Abydos, now called the Uardanelli. These 
are now two iitlle ancient castles, but of no strength, 
being eoinniandeil by a rising ground behind them, 
which I confess I sbonld never have taken BOtire 
nf, if I had not heard it observed Ly our captain 
•nd officers, my imaginalion being wholly einjiWed 
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by Ihe iragiek ilury thai yon a 






Verse again .' I >m certainly infected by ihe poetical 
air I have passed througb. That of Abydos ii nn- 
doubtedly very imormt. since thai sod passion 
belrayrd the castle into the hands of iha Turks, »i,o, 
besieged it in the reijm of Orebanes- The gaiemor't 
danghier imagining 10 have wen her futon husband. 
in a dream ( ill' in gb I don't I'm J sbehad ellher ilapi 
upon bridecake, or kepi Si. Agues'* fail), fancied 
she san the dear figure in ihe form of one of her 
besiegers, and being wilhng to oliev her destiny, 
lotsed a note to him over the will, With the offer of 
ber person and the delivery of the castle. He shelved 
it to his general, nbo consented to tiy ihe sincerity 
of her intentions, and withdrew bis army, ordering 
the voang man to return with a select body of men 
at miduighl. She admit lid him at the appoinled hour; 
he destroyed the garrison, took ihe lalher prisoner, 
and made ber bin wife. I bis Town is in Asia, first 
founded by the Milesians. Srslns is in Europe, anil 
was once the principal city of ChersoneBus. Since 1 
hare sren this aireighl, I find nothing improbable 
in the adventure of Leender, or very wonderful in 
ilic bridge of boats of Xerxes. Tis so narrow, "lis 
nol sorpriiingn j'mnn lover shuuU ntinnpt to swim, 
or an ambitious ting Irj to pass bis iir-iuy over it, 
Itui then, "lia so tuljecl to storms, 'tis no wonder, 
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« And III* world's mailer lay subdued by lino - 

Not many leagues from hence, I *»>* the point of 
land where poor old Hecuba was tinned, and about 
a league from that place is cape ,laiii«iry, ilie famous 
promontory of Sigajom, where HO anebored. Myru 
riosily supplied me with itreugth to rlimb to the lop 
of It, lo see Ibe plate where Achilles was buried, and 
when Alexander ran naked lonnd hit tomb, iti ho- 
nour of liint; which, no doubt, was a great conifon 
to lii- ;:l:nii . I saw there the ruins of a very lar^r 

city,aud found ustouc onwhiehMr. W y plainly 

distinguished the words of Sigien pzlin. We orrle 
red this on board the shi|i, but were shewed others 
much more curious In a Creek priest, though a very 
ignorant fellow, thateould give no tolerable account 
of any thing. On each side the door of this lull, 
church lie two large ltoues, about ten Teet Ion.' 
each, live iu breadth, and three in 'hicWss.— That 
ou the right ia a very line white marble, the aid* ol 
it beautifully carved in lias relief: it represents a 
woman, who scents lo be designed for some deity 
titling on a chair with a foot-stool, anil before bei 
another woman weeping and (presenting to her a 
young child that she has in her arms, folio ivetl by a 
procession of women with children in the same man 
ner. This is eerluinly pail of a very ancient toutb; 
but 1 date not pretend M give Ibe Ime e.irilanatioii 
of it, On the stone, on 'lie left aid*, u, » >vvn Im 
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iriplion, bat the Greek i$ too ancient fur Mr, 
i very sorry noi lu have 
ic original in my possession, whir h might have been 









chased ol~ the poor inhabits 
lu. -ni-y. liu' our captain assured 
having ma' hints made on pnrpos 
lo bear it to (he sea-side : and when it mi ibcre. Ilia 
long boat wonld not be large enough la hold if. 

Thc ruins of this greal city are nnvi inhabited by 
poor Greek peasants, who wear the Sciote habit, the 
women being in short petticoais fattened by strap* 
tnund their shunldcrs, and large smock-sleeves of 
white linen, wi'h mat shoes and stockings, and on 
their heads a large piece of muslin, which falls in 
large folds upon their shoulders. — One of my coun- 
trymen, Mr. Sands, { whose hook I doubt not yon 
Lave read as cue of the best of its kind) speakin'gni 
these ruins, supp.wes them in have been lie funnila 
lion uf a rity begun l>y Conabmtiae, before hia build- 
ing Byiantinm ; but I see no good reason for llul 
imagination, and am apt to believe them much more 

We saw very plainly IV .m this pi niuontorythemer 
Simois rolling from mount Ida, and running through 
a very spacious valley. It is now a considerable river, 
and is called Simons: it is joined in the vole by the 
Keamander, which appeared a small stream half 
ciioaked with mnd, but is perhaps large in the winter. 
Tbiiwas Xuathvi amount the gods, as Homer tells 
us,and'Iinby thai heavenly name the nymph Oenooe 
virgin.- 



medio offer Iheii 






OF LADY MONTAGUE. i.ty 

mauder, 'till the adventure, which Monsieur dt 

la J-ontaine has told so agreeably, abolished ihat 

heathenish ceremony. When ihe slrcnm ii in in lj !cl 

Willi Ihe Simois, they run together to the sea. 

AilthatisnowleliofTroyisthe ground omvhieb 
it stood ;for I am firmly |irrsuaded whatever pieces 
of antiquity may be found round it, arc much more 
modern, and I think Straho says the same thing. 
However, then ia some pleasure in seeing Ihe valley 
where I imagined the famous duel of Mennl.nu and 
Paris had been fought, ami where the greatest city in 
the world T.M silonled. Tis certainly the noblest 
situation thhl can lie found for the head of a great 
empire, much to he preferred to tbat of Constanti- 
nople, ihe harbour here being always convenient for 
ships from all parti of the world, and that of Cons- 
tantinople inaciessible almost six moniha in iheyear, 

North of ihe promontory of Sig^nm we saw that of 
Rluetenm, famed for the sepulchre of Ajai. While I 
viewed these cel.brali'l lields and rivers, I admired 
the exact geography of Homer; whom 1 had in my 
hand. Almost every epithet be gives to a mountain 
or plain is still juil for il ; nod I spent several hours 
in as agreeable cogitations as ever Don Quixote had 
on mount MoDtesinos. We sailed next Bight 10 the 
shore where 'tis vulgnriy reported Troy stood, aud 
I look the pains of rising ot t" o in Ihe morning, 
to view coolly those ruins which are commonly 
shewed to strangers, and which the Turks call Esky 
Slamhotd{\. c, old Constantinople ). For thai reason, 
others, I tonjecVan dicmAoW- 




I nib ubick an of > i 
N llil l l of 1 rullt OB ■ bill. 
I «/ —rlWr :» a valley, i-inil Lrnlni pilbn, 
nkicti I look |L«* Latio in 
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place are the r aim of ooe dedicated to Augustus, an J 
I km™ not why Mr.Smi.U calls ila Christian temple, 
ei noo the Romans certainly built hereabouts, Here nre 
many toinhs of tine marble, and vast pieces of granite, 
which are daily lessened by Ebe prodigious balls dial 
I lie Turks make from them for flair cannon. We 
passed thai evening tits isle of Tcnedos, once under 
the patronage of Apollo, as he gave it in, himself, in 
the particulars of his estate, when he courted DapllDe. 
tt is lint ten miles in circuit, but in those days very 
rich sud well peopled, still famous for its eieellent 
wine.Isay nothing of Term, From whom it was tailed, 
but named Mitylrai-, where \\r. passed lies:!. I cannol 
forbear mentioning Lesbos, where Sappho sung and 
Pitlaons reigned, famous for the birth of Alca!us,Theo- 
phrastos, and Arion, those masters in poetry, philo- 
sophy, and mosict. This was one of ihe last islands 
(hat remained in the Christian dominion after the con- 
quest of Constantinople by the Turk i. Rut need I talk 
to jouof Caiucmrno, etc., — princes that you are as 
well acquainted with as f aniP 'Twos with regret I saw 
us sail from this : sL;unl into she Itiigcau >ea,now the 
Archipelago, leaving Seio ( the ancient Chios) on the 
left, which it the richest and must populous of these 
islands, fruitful in cotton, corn, and silk, planted with 
grovca of orange and lemon trees, and the. Arvisiau 
mountain still celebrated for the nectar that Tirgil 
mentions. — Here is tin bul minnfacture of silks in 
all Turkey. The town is well built, (be women famous 
for their beauty, and shew their fares, as in Christen- 
dom. There arc many rich families, though Oiey con- 
line their magnificence to the msius of ilveii \vwosei. , 
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to avoid tbr jealousy ut rh« Tin Is. i\bo hove 

here: however they enjoy a reasonable liberty, ani 

indulge the genius of their country ; 

And eat, and ting, ind dance anay their [imp, 
Fresh as their grates. Hud Iiapyy as their clime. 
Their chains hang lightly on tb era . though 'tis 
long since they men imposed, not being under the 
Turk, 'till 1 566. Rut perhaps it is as easy to obey the 
grand s junior as llic slate <if ("it'iniu, to whom they 
were sold by the Greek emperor. Rut I forget myself 
in these his lor it a! murine. which ;uvvery itnpertinen 
when I write to you. Passing she si reipht between Lb 
islands of Audros and Achaia, now Ubadia, we sai 
the promontory of Luniom, now oalleil cape Colon*, 
where are yet standing the Test pillars of a temple of 
Minerva— This venerable sight made me think wilh 
double regret on a beau lif ill temple of Theseus, which 
I am assured was almost entire it Athens till the list 
campaign in the Morea, that the Tnrks filled it with 

powder, and it was lidenuul] blown np. Yon out 

believe I had a great mind to land on lb, h 
luponuesns, though il wire only lo look on I 
of A ■.»,,,,.,. Feneus, Inachns, and En tolas, the fields 
of Arcadia, and oilier scenes ofaueienlmithology: but 
instead of demigods and heroes, I was credibly 
formed 'tis now over-run by rubbers; and that I should 
run a great risk of falling into (heir hands by 
derlaking such a journey through a tlesflrt country, 
for which, however, I have so much respect, that I 
have much adnto hiuder myself from iroobling yon 
With its wbolehistory, iron the foundation of Nycaul 
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ami Corinth to the List campaign [hen : but ! 
the inclination, as I d.d that oT landing. W< 
. | ii let !y by c:ipe Augclo,ouce Malta, where I 
remains of the famous temple of Apollo. Wcca: 
evening iu sight nf Hindis : it is very mount; 
we easily distinguished that of Ida. — We ha 
gil'e aathorily llut there were a hunched citie 

The chief of them— the scene of monstrous pi 
—Melellus first conquered this birth-place of J 
it Ml afterwards ioto the hands of — 1 am rum 
to the very siege of Candia, and I am so son 
.nysi'lf, thai I will pasi 
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any thing 

have been 1 

after drinking a dish of 
have gone the same evei 
Homer ill Olios, anil passed 111 

ilea of statuaries, and corners! nj 
and most gay of nisnkiud. Alai 









«,, would 

h iili S,.j.pii'.i, I might 

with the most polite 

J art is extinct here; 

as Willi 



vast pleasure I observed those of mount Etna, whose 
flame appears ybtj br ghl in the nii-litmaoy leagues 
off at sea, and Ells the head witha iLousaud ooojec- 
I ii re 8. However, I honour philosophy too much to 
imagine it could turn lh:il ot liiupcdoclesiand Lucian 
shall never make mc believe such a scandal ofa man 
of whom l.nrrc-l Ins says: 
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We passed Trinacria witbout bcariugany of the Si. 
cn> iliat Iloiurr describes, and, bring thrown on 
either Scylla nor Cbaiibdis, came sate tu Malta, first 
called Mrlita, From till- abundance of honey. Hf*l 
whole i wl covered wiiL vn-y link earth. The grand 
matin- Uvea hen- in (lie slate of a sovereign prim 
but hinlrenglliatsea now is very small. The forth? 
cations are reckourd the best in the world, 
the solid rock with infiii lie evpence and labour. — Off 
this island we were tossed by a severe storm ,aud Wei 
very glad, after eight days, lo he able to put vol 
Porta Farine^oa the African shore, where our ship 
noiv rides. At Tunis we were met by the 1 Mulish con- 
sul who resides here. I readily accepted of the offer 
of his house there lor some days, bring very curious 
lo see this part of the world, anu particularly the 
ruins of Carthage. I set ont in hia chaise at nine at 
night, the nioonhcing at fall. I saw the prospect of 
I he country almost as Hell is 1 could ban. done by 
day-light, and the heat of the sun is now so intole 
s impossible to 
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fruitful of date, olive, and fig- trees, which grow 
withuut art.yel afford the most delicious fruit in the 
tvorld. Their vine-yards and melon fields are inclosed 
by hedges of lli.it plant we cr.l! Indian fig, which is 
an admirable fence, no wild beast being able to pass 
it. It grow a great Jiriglii, very thick, and the spikes 
or thorns are as long and as sharp as bodkins , it hears 
a fruit much eaten by the peasants, and which has 

II being now the season of the Turkish rnmadan. 
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or lent, and all here professing, at least, the Maho- 
metan reli6' n "> they fast lill the going down uf Iho 
sun, and spend the night in feasting. We saw, iiii.Ui 
the trees, companies nf the country people, rating, 
singing, aud dutonf Is their wild nutsick. Thiy in 
not quite hUct, but all mulat toes, imd.be most fright- 
ful t matures thai can appear in an human iigure.Tiipy 
are almost naked, orih wearing a piece of coarse serge 
wrapped about thorn. — P.ut the women have their 
arms to their very shoulders, and their necks and 
faces, adorned with llowrrs, stars, and rations sorti 
of ligores impressed by gun-powder, a considerable 
addition to their native dctVinniiy. which is. however, 
esteemed very ornamental amongsi them, audi be- 
lieve ilicy suffer a Rood deal of pain by it. 

About six in I Iri Iioiii I'liuis M aaw I lie remains of 
that noble aqueduct, p lilrh carried the water to Car- 
thage, over several high mountains, the length or forty 
miles. There are si ill uiauy arches entire. We spent 
two hours viewing it with great attention, and Mr. 
W — j assured me, that of Rome is very much infe- 
rior to it. The stones are of n prodigious sine, and yel 
all polished and so eiactly lifted to each other, very, 
little cement has been made, nse of to join them : yet 
they may probably stand a thousand years longer, if 
art U not rnade use of to pull them down. Soon after 
day-break I arrived at Tunis, a town fairly built of 
very white stone, but quite without gardens, which 
they say, were all destroyed when the Turks first took 
It. none having been planted since. The dry sand {jive. 
■ very disagreeable prospect to the eye, and I he wan 
of shade contributing to the iialiu»\\iMVcA 'Can «K* 






iyC LETTERS 

mate, renders it so excessive that 1 have much a Jo Is 
support it Tis true, here is every noon [he refresl 
meat of the sea- brerM, without which it would lie in 
possible to live ; 1ml no fresh water, hut what is pn 
■erved in (he cisterns of tin: rains thai fell in Hie month 
of September. The worarn of the I'.v.in :,"_> veiled from 
head to foot under a black crape, and being rr 
with a breed, of renegadocs arc said lo he inai 
them fair and handsome. This oily was besieged in 
1170 by Lewis, Xinp of France, who died tinder the 
walls of it, of a peslderilial fever, Mtec his death. 
Philip, his son, and our prince Hi I ward, ton of Henry 
ihe ihird, raised 1 In- sie^'i' un ln-uunralile terms. It re- 
mained nridcrits naliira! yfrio:ii> kin^s , till betrayed 
into the hands nniarli.in.nsa. admiral o( Solyman the 
magnilicent. The emperor Charles V expelled l'.arba- 
rossa, but it was recovered by the Turks, under the 
conduct of Sinan par ha, in tiie rei-u nl 'Seliin II, From 
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S rand senior, governed by a hey, v 

name of gubjuct to the Turk, but has renounced the 

subjeoliou, being absolute, and very seldom paying 

■ny tribute. The great city of Hagdai i 

in the same circumstances ; and the grand signior 

connives at the loss of these dominions for fear of 

losing even the titles of them. 

I went very early yesterday morning ( after 01 

night's repose) to see the ruins of Oirlha^e. — f » 
■ver half broiled in the sun, and overjoyed la 1 
ito one of ihe subterranean apartments, which 
called ihe stables of the elephants, hut which X 

cannot belicTe were ev 
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any of them broken pieces of colum 
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tnd some ef porphyry. I cannot think any 
Wily woalil take tin- insipiiilii^inl pains of carrying 
them hither, and I cannot imagine such tine pillar* 
were designed for the use of stages. I HD apt W bo- 
lieve they were snminer apartments under tlicir pa- 
lates, which [he heal of the climate rendered neces- 
sary. They are now nscd ■■ granaries Ijy 'he country 
people. While I sot here, from the town of Tents, not 
far off, many of the women flocked in to see me, and 
we were equally entertained with viewing one another. 
Theirposlore in sitting, the col oororibeir skin, their 
lank black hair falling on each side of their faces, 
their features and the shape of their limbs, differ H, 
little from their cnnnlry people the baboons, 'tis bard 
to fancy them a distant race; I could not help think- 
ing there had been some ancient alliances between 
them. 

When I was a little refreshed by rest, and join. 
milk and exquisite fruit they brought me, I went up 
the little hill where once stood the castle uf Byra, 
and from thence f had a distinct view of the sanation 
of the famons city of Carthage, which stood on no 
isthmus, the sr a coming 00 each sid.^ of it. 'Til now 
a marshy ground on one side, where there arc salt- 
ponds. StH. 1)0 colls Csrtblft for ly lui lir.-H in liivnni- 
ference. There rre now no remiiiis of it, but what I 
have described : anil (lu-lii.iioi \ fjfil is too well known 
lo want any abridgment of it. Ton see, Sir, that [ 
think you esteem obedience b< iter than compliments, 
vcredyoiirhller by giving you the accounts 
you desired, and have reserved m-jtViTiks In iVt ws» 
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I intend to leave this place to-morrow, ami 
e mj journey through Italy and FraDie. Ill 
.hose plates, I hope In tell vim Lv word of 
Jutlua 

Tour honible servant, da, 



Cent*, itigwl 18, O. S. ,~iS 

I hi; your pardon, my de*r slater, thai I did nnl 
write to yon from Tunis, the uuly opportunity 1 have 
I1.1J since 1 left Constantinople. Rot the heat there 
nil v> excessive, »oJ the 11 j; 111 so bad lor the sight, 
I was half blind by writing one letter 10 tlie abbot 

•m .. and dorst not go to write 1 jjnv others I bad 

. .:>.'< i'.i .-.mid I have entertained you 
hit well out of that barbarous country. I jni sow 
surrouuiM -nh subjects of pleasure, and so much 
* -lurnwil with ihc beauties oi Italy, ih« 1 should ihiul 
it a kind of ingratitude not lo offer a little, praise in 
return tor the diversion 1 have had here. — I am in 
■he house of Mr.. IVAv MM, at St. Pierre ,/ViV™, 
and should be veil unjust not lo allow bcr .1 share of 

that fnm 1 tfm \ of. liMM li.r g .1 hiiun.ursnd 

j(.«jd rowpativ U.ive Hi \ Ii eAMrsbatad in lender 

tlus |>!«ee aRreeable to me. 

GaaM 11 situated in a irr; lint bay, ,111 d bpinR hcill 

on a flung lull interiuiwd v.ith gardens, and lirauti- 

lt .irrtiitrt-tm-e.{<iv**a veiy 

Oar pnvptcl olf al lea; though it Iwi much of ill 
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beauty in lay eyes, hm i' 1 ^ lirinj- a.-vusiumed 10 thai 
of Constantinople. The Genoese were once luaslcri 
of several islands in the Archipelago, and ill thai psrt 
of Constantinople which is no™ culled Gain la. Their 
betraying the Christian cause, by rscililarin.; the ta- 
king of Constantinople I. < ihcTurk.drservud what has 
: happened to them, even the In.* i>f allihciiion- 
U on that side to those infidels. They are atpre- 
far from rich, and arc despised liy tlic trench, 
: their doge was forced by the laic Ling to go in 
)n to Paris, to ask pardon for iu«h a trille as the 
, of France over ibe house of the envoy being 
:ercd with dung in the uighl. This 1 suppose w.'is 
i by some ol the Spanish faction, which still 
wakes up the rii.ipi.iy line, ihcingli they dare not 
ipenly declare it. The ladies affect the French babil, 
□ dare more genteel than those they imitate. I do mil 
lonbt but ibe enstaui of ciasicis has very much 
iipr'.ved thai airs. I taM mil whether you ever 
.(raid of those annuals. Upon my moid, i olbing but 
ij aim ejes eould have convinced nic there were 
y such npon earth. The fashion ln-iiu Inn-, ami is 
now received all over Italy, where llie husbands arc 
not snch terrible creatures as m represent theui. 
Xberearenone.imrjiijT I hem such hntMMU [irclenil 
10 liud fault with ■ custom so wtil established, anil 
so politically loumleil, since I am IMSrod llial il HM 
au enpediijii lint found ont by Ibisenale to pin an 
end to ibosc family hatreds, which tore their stale 
to pieces, and to find employment lor those young 
men who were forced lo rut one another's throats, 
pour passer Ic temps; wa>\ iilian *uec»»Aeft mi >kv\S. 
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that since the inslitution of citisbcts, there 
heen nothing but pence ami good humour amongst 
them. These are gentlemen who devote ibemselvei 
to tlirr service ol" a particular lady I mean a married 
one, Tor the virgins .ire all invisible, and confined 
to convents). They are obliged to wait on her to 
all pnblick places^ such as the plays, operas, atld 
assemblies (winch ace called here conversation* ). 
where they wait behind her chair, take care of her 
fan and gloves if she p lays, have the privilege of 
whispers , etc. — When she goes onl, they servi 
instead of lacqnics, gravely trotting hy her chair. 
Tis Iheir bns'oess lo prepare for her a present 
;iy.nillsl ;mj il.iy (.if j.iiLJiri-. :i|.|.c:iiiiiir.', nnl forget- 
ting that of her own nnne(i): in short, they are 
to spend all iheir time and money in her service, 
who rewards thi-m accord :nglv ( fi>r opportunity 
they want none); hnt the hnshnnd is not to have 
the impudence 10 suppose this any other than pure 
l'latonick friendship. "lis troe they endravoor to 
give her a aMLsbei of Iheir own 1 busing : lint when 
the l.idy happens not 10 he of the same taste, as that 
nfien lifijijii'tis, she never fails to bring it about to 
hove one of her own fancy, In former times, one 
beauty used to have eight or ten of these hnmlde 
admirers: lull those days of plenty aud humility 
are no more. Men grow mure scarce and saucy, anil 
every lady i> forced 10 content herself with one at 
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"Yon mny see in this place the glorious liberty of 
a rrpiihlick, or, iiiiirn properly, an aristocracy, the 
common people lieing litre as arrant slaves as the 
French ; hnt ihp. old mililc* pay In I,, respect to the 
doge, who is hnt two years in his office, nnii whose 
ivife, at thai very lime, assumes no rank above an- 
other nohle lady. 'Tin tme, the family of Andres 
Doris ■ that -teat man mho restored them that li 
brrjy ihpy eu;oy) have some parlicntar privileges. 

Whe •• m sate found it necessary to pill a slop 

to the luxury of dress, forbidding the weariug of 
jewe's and brocades, they left them at liberty to 
make what expencc ihi-y phased. I look with great 
pleasure on the stains of ihat hero, which i* in the 
court belonging 10 the house of dufce Dona. This 
puts me in niind of their palaces, which I can never 
describe as 1 ought. Is it not enough lli.nl I -:iv ihry 
are most of them the design of I'alhiiW The atKCt 
called Strata iVwoeo is perhaps the most beautiful 
iine of building in ihe world. I must particularly 
meutioa the vast palaces of Dnrario, thuso uf the 
two Halbi, joined together by o niagnilieetil colon- 
nade, th.il of the Imperiale, at this villaj>n of St. 
Pierre d' Arena, and another of the Doria. The 
perfection of archilcctnre,and the utmost profusion 
" rich furniture are lobe seen here, disposed willi 
aost elegant taste, and lavish m a gni licence. II n I 
charmed w-ilb nothing so much as the oolleo- 
of pictures by Ilic pencils of Raphael, Paulo 
nese, Titian, Caracci, Michael Angelc, Guidy, 
•nd Correggio, which two I meution last as mv niiri 
r favourites. 1 own I ran 6,nA no ^biob« 
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objects ofhorror ; and, in my opinion, the more na- 
turally a crucifix is represented, the more disagree- 
able it U. These my beloved painters shew nature, 
and shell it in the moat charming 1'Rbt. I m parti- 
cularly pleased with a Lucrdia in the house of llalbl; 
the expressive ln-anty of lli.it face ;.nd bosom give* 
all the passion of pity and admiration, that could 
be raised in tile soul by the lines! poem mi that sub- 
ject. A Cleopatra, of the same hand, deMrvta to be 
mentioned; anrl 1 should say more of her, if Lu- 
crctia had not first engaged my eyes. — Here are 
also some inestimable mirii-ti! luiflos. — The ebnrch. 
of St. Lawrence is built of black arid white marble, 
where is Kept that famous plate of a single emerald, 
which is not now permitted to be handled, since 
a plot, whioh, they say, was discovered to throw it 
on the pavement, and break it; a childish piece of 
malice, which they ascribe to the king of Sicily, to 
he revenged for their refusing to sell it to him. The 
church of the Annunciation is finely lined with 
marble; the pillfirs are of red and white marbic 
That of St. Ambrose has been very much adorned 
by the Jesuits; but I confess all the churches ap- 
peared so mean to mc, after that of Sancla Sophia, 
I can hardly do them the h.uunir uf writing down 
their nnmes. i'.m 1 hope yon will own I tutva maile 
a good use of uiy time, in seeing so much, since 
'tis not many days that we have been out of the 
quarrantine, from which nobody is exempted coining 
from the Levant, tines, indi-cil, *v;is vrry nioch shor- 
tened, and verv ^i-'imIiIy jussit] in Mrs. d'Avenant 1 * 
ajjany, in the Tllap of St. Pierre d'Arena, 
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about a mile from Geuoa, in a house built by Pal- 
Udio, so well designed, and 10 nuhly proportioned, 
'twas u pleasure u. walk in it. Wo were visited bam 
only by a few English, in ihe compan; of a noble 
Crimen 1 , commissioned 16 jee we did nol touch one 
mother. — I shall slay here auw days longer, and 
could almost wish it were for all my life ; hnt mine, 
I fear, is not destined to so much tianquillil y. 
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Turin, September ta, O 



.7.8. 



1 oil, in two days, from Genoa, through Ann 
roads, to this place. I have already seen what is 
shelved to strangers in [he town, which indeed is nol 
worth a very particular description J and I have not 
respect enough fur the holy handkerchief, to speali 
long of it. The chunhes are handsome, and so is the 
King's palace; hnt 1 have lately seen such perfection 
of architecture,! did nol give much of my attention 
to these pieces. The lo sin itself is fuiilylmilt, situated 
in a flue plain on the banks of the Po. At a little 
distance from it, we saw (he palaces of la Peneris 
and la Valentin, both very agreeable retreats. We 
nere lodged in the Piatea royalt, which is one of 
the noblest squares. I ever saw, with a line portico 
of white stone quite round it. We were immediately 

visited by the chevalier , whom yon knew in 

England, who, with great civility, \ic-geS. win""- 
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quce uo ,11 court, which is ooiv kept it Rivoli, aboi 
i league from Turin. I mil thither yesterday, an 
Hail the honour of waiting on the ijneen, being 
presented to her by her first lady of ht 
found her majesty in a magnificent apartment, with 
> train of handsome ladies all dresj 
among which it was easy to distinguish the fair 
princess of Cari^nan. The queen entertained me with 
■ world of sweetness and affability, and seemed 
mistress of a great share 'if good sense. Shu did not 
forget 10 put me iu mind of her English blood; and 
added that she always felt in herself a particular in- 
ebriation to love llie English. 1 returned her civility, 
by giving ber the title of majesty as often as I could, 
ivbieh perhaps she will not have the comfort of bear- 
ing many months longer. — The king has a gnat 
deal (if vivacity in his eyes, Hud the young prince 
of Piedmont is a very handsome yoang man; bnl 
the great devotion, which this court is at present 
fallen into, does not permit aijy of those 
ments proper for his age. Processions ai 
are all the magnificence in fashion here, and gallantry 
is so criminal, thai the poor const 
was our acquaints nce-al London, is very seriously 
disgraced for some small overtures he presumed 

morrow, and to pass those dreadful Alps so rati 
talked of. — If I come to tue bottom, you shall h< 
of me. I aui, etc. etc. 
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Ljons, September a5, 0, S. 1718, 


1 .«., 

tellers, 
from Ma 


ed, ut my arrival hero, bulb your obliging 
ad also letters from many of niy other 
designed to Constantinople, and sent me 
rseitles hiihcr ; our merchant • litre know- 



ing me were upon oar return. 1 am surprized to 

hear mj sister has left England. I suppose what 

I wrote to her from Tucia will be foal, and where 
to direct I know not, having no account of her af- 
fairs from her own hand, for my own part, I am 
confined to my (.handier, having kept my bed till 
yciterdny, ever since the 17th, lhat I came to this 
town, where I have had so terrible a fever, 1 be- 
lieved for some lime that all my journevs were end- 
ed here; and I do not at all wonder lhat such fa- 
tigues as I have passed should have such an effect. 
The first day's journey from Turin to Nuvalese is 
through a very liue country, beautifully ptnn'cdand 
euriched by art and nature. The neit day we began 
a ascend mourn Cruis, hfin^ rarrird iu little seals 




, (liCll 



.<]>:<;, 



>tik,..i 









The prodigious prospect of mountains covered 

with eterual snow, of clouds hanging far below our 

feel, and of tusI cascades tumhliirg down the roiJis 

confused roaring, would Vw«it W™ ium- 
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towing to me, il I bad mtttmA lew from the ex 
cold that reigns here, hut LUe misty rains which 
fall perpetually, penetrated even the thick fur I was 
wrapped in; aud 1 m half dead with cold before 
we ■■■ir in rlii- foot of the mountain, which was not 
[id two hl»DM after fork. This bill Las a spacious 
plain ou llie tup of it, anil a line lake there j Lu[ the 
de.ae.enl is so steep aud slippery, 'lis surprising to 
these chairmen g<> so steadily as they do. Yel 
,s uot lialf to much afraid of breaking my neck . 
as [ was of Falling .sick: and ili< e»etjt has shewed 
i Inn 1 placed my fears right. 

The other mountains are now all puttbh (W .h 
ehaise, anil very fruilfnl in vines arid pastures. 
Amongst them it a breed ol the lines! goats it! tlie 
world. Aeoueliellet is the last, and soon after we 
entered Pont Beauvoisin, the frontier town of 
France, whose bridge |iarts this kingdom and liter 
doiuiuiom of Savoy. The lume night we arrived 
late at this town, where I have had nothing to do 
hot to take care of my hcaltt.. I think myself already 
out of any danger, and am determined thai the sore 
throat, which still remains, shall uot conline me 
long, I am impatient to see the cariosities of this 



a city. 






journey 1o Paris, from whence I hope to write yol 
a more diverting letter lhan 'tis possible for uie ?< 
do now, with a mind weakened hy sickness, a beat 
inddlcd with spleen, from a sorry inn, and a chain 
rr crammed with mortifying objects of apothecaiic! 
alsauil botlles. 

1 am, etc. etc. 



I 



^^m 
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1LTIII. To Mr. 



Lynns, Sep (ember nS, O. S, 171B- 

X niciiviD ypurs here, and. should flunk you for 
1I10 pleasure yon MCmO tnjoj fifOBI my riinrii ; but 
I rail banlly forbear belnj; an;;ry at you, for re- 
joicing at nlint rlispl«asi<> hip «i much. Ton will 
(Link (ii i* In 1 r an jni'l compliment un 11.7 S'dc. I'll 
assnre yoo 't'S not from insensibility of the jay of 
sceinp my frirnik; but when I ':r.n.,i.ki' that I must 
at the same time see and near a thonsaud disagree- 
able iin pertinents ; dial I must receive anil pay vi- 
sits, make curtesies, ami assist at lea-lflblei, nhef* 
I shall be half killed with questions; and on tbe 
other jiart, that I am a creature iliat caunul serve 
any body but with insinii.ilir.itii good wishes ; and 
that my presence is nnl a m'.''.'**,bvY ;;ond to any one 
member of my native country. I thiuk I inipht much 
better have jlaid where ease and quid iiiade up the 
happiness of my indolent life. — I should certainly 
be melancholy if 1 pnrsurd ibis ibeme one line far- 
ther, I will i-.ther Jill the remainder of this paper 
with the inscriptions on the tables of brass thai are 
Ich siilr of tbe town-house 

I. TABLE. 
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. primam. oecurso ram . mlbi. provideo. de- 
]i recur, nr. quasi. noTam. islam, rem. introdnei. ei- 
hurrrscalis. sed. ilia, potins. co^ilctis. quam. mulia. 
id. hac. cititalt. Dovata. aim. el. qnidem. sTatim. ab. 
origine. urbis. uostrse. in. quod, formas. staiusque. 

Q hod da m. rt»ea. banc. tennere. u 
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t. prist (juitn). vari.i. fnrluna. 
ibus. roliquis. csliani. esercitoj. 
jiiciti -in. O.'lium. occupavit. et. a. 
. nppellifatus, iiiDTatoquc.uornini'- 
la. vi. noroen. crni. ila. appcllatos. 
num. snmma. rum. rcip. m.litaif. 
optianil. delude, postqnani. inrrpiini. Rupcrbi. mo- 



. filioi 



"J» s 



nroipc. perta 



I. reip. IranslaU. ti 



Quid, niiou. ctuuineinoreiu. dictatura. hoe. ipm. 
■ -.ii«i.".iii iuiuenuiii, val'n I lot. rrjurtpm. (pud, 
majorea. noaltoi. quo. in. ssppriorihui- bellis. ain 
m. livili. moio. djffiriborr. ulerentur. auL in 
auxdinjn, plpbia. crpatna. rttbunfts. plebm. quid, a 
i.^.im. iii ad. dpcpm 1 1 roa . irjnv.iinm imprnum. 
aolntocjcte, pettea, dprpmviraji. rpgno ad. i-urtole* 
■ ursu*. rediCum. quid, im : : v. rift* djslnlioturo. 
cutuu'are. impenuiu. Iribunosque intlituiu. ronao 
l-'fi. intperiu- Hji|n-l-3ii^. *ioi- s«m. tt. octonj crto 
rctUur. quid, cumiuurkii-H*o', p'-sijpra<i. cum plrb*- 
limure!. non. .roperi. solum, aid. sauprdot<irun. 
qnoqoe. jimii. uairrtn. bells, a. quilmv Mrpcncl 

i.itii.n. inaoUolior. eaie. iidpsr. tt. qsaataM jb< u 
tioaeni- |>lnritr. prulaii. imptn. altrs. r. 
Jto. C Porio*. reverter, civiiaum. 

I I. TiBli. 
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ler. murines, raajornm. inornin. Allot roglci. nc 
Irgrre. quod. ii. bxc. it*, cur. canienli. is. quid, 
nltra. dciidcnlis. qnam. at. voliu. digito. aetnoat- 
Irrm. tolnro. ipsnm. nltra. lirwj, pr.iTinci3P- N»tbo- 
nfinit pro. tabu, scutum. BlUCTC qnanuo. n. 
Lngdano. hjLere. noj. noilri. orrllnis. viros. boo. 
p<rnilet, timido. qaidnn. p. *. egrcsmj. adsEctoa. 
famjliarciqae. voliis. pinviochrnrD. Icrmino*. sum. 
MtL rfestrirtr. jam. comma. Gallic, caim. agenda. 
ril. in. qua. si. ^tur,. line, intilotnr. qm.d. bello. per. 
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Ktiuinmqne. mnltis. t rep id is. rebns. nostras, plus- 
qu.iia. expertnm. illi. patri. meo. llrnso. Germanism, 
sobigenti. tntam. qniete. bos. securamqne. a. tergo. 
picem. prasstiteruui. et. quidem. cnm. ad. census. 
doto. Inm. opere. et. in. adsucto. Galliis. ad. bellum. 
advocatns. putt, ijuoii. opus, qnsm. ■rilnotu. sit. 
□obis. nunc. cum. maiime. qiuni'is. nibil. ultra, 
quam. CI. pnblicr. notte. slot, facultates. noitM. pi- 
quirattir. minis, inagno. cxperimento. coguosciuios. 

I was also shewed, withont the gate of St. Jiisti- 
niu.i, Jonie remains of n Roman aqueduct; and be- 
hind the monastery of St. Mary, there are the mini 
of tin: imperial palace where the emperor Claudius 
was born, and where Severni lived. The great ca- 
thedral of St. .tohn is a food gothick building, and 
its clock much admired be the Germans. Ill odc of 
the most conspirunas ports of tbe limn, is die late 
king's statue «c 

statues (for I never intend to mention any more of 
them! with their gilded fu]l-bo;tnmed wigs. 1/tbeir 
king hail intruded to express in oik image ignorance, 
ill laste, and vanity, his sculptor) could have mau> 
no other figure, 50 [.lopi-i fur i hit puipose, as this 

I statue, which represents ibu odd uiijtnre of au old 
beau, who bad > mind to be a hero, with a J.nslie] 
of curled hair on his head, and a gilt ImnrW.,,, ... 
his hand. — The French hare, been so voluminous 
unth» history of 'his town, f need soy nothing of it. 






,,* LETTERS 

1 br houses ire lllhwWj well bmli. and the Belle 
caur well planted, from whence is seen the celeh rated 

joining of the Saone and Rhooe- 

• I'bi fiiodanos ingeo- inrnt przrapide Unit. 
■ Araqne dgbiiaas qui* *uo> nnctui agaL* 

I have had time to lee every ihicj with great leisure, 
Iiariu* been confined several clay.- to this town bj a 

sioned by a cold I got in the damid of the Alps. 
The doctors here tiireaten ne with all sorts of dis- 
tempers, if I dare to leave them: but I. that know 
the obstinacy of it, think it just as possible to con 
rinne ray nay 10 Paris with i% as to go about the 
streets of Lyons , and am determined to pursue my 
journey to-morrow, in spite of doctors, apothecaries. 

V li.-n yoti tee 1 ,nlv R -, tell her I have re- 
ed ber letter, and ivill answer it from Paris, 
ing that the place thai she wonld nm-.! uiilin-iv 
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uiplimcnts, that it is full employ men I enough 
ken, whether one answers or r.ot. The French 
sadress at Constantinople has a very conside- 
rable and numerous family here, who alt come to see 

oi Paris has already hail a good effect on me; for I was 
never in better health, though I have hcen extremely 
ill all the road from Lyons to this place. Ton may 
judge how agreeable the journey has been lo me, 
which did not want that addition 10 make me dislike 
it. 1 thiuk nothing so terrible as objects of misery, 
except one had the pod-like attribute of hcing capo 
ble to redress them ; and all the country villages of 
France shew nothing else. While the post-horses »re 
changed, I he whole town comes out to beg, wiib socb 
miserable starved faces, and thin loitered rloalhs, 
they used no other i loiprnee to persuad: one of ihe 
wretchedness of Iheir condition. — This ii all the 
French munificence, till yon tome to Foutainehleau, 
where yon are shelved one thousand five hundred 
ronms, in the king'* hnnting-i alace. The opattments 
of the royal family are very large, and richly gilt ; bui 
I saw nothing in the aiehitciture or painting wortli 
remembering. r lhn' I, hi;; ■.mINc li'iiil by" Henry l"V has 
prospects of all Ihe king's hrjoses. Its walla ore rlesi- 
gned after the taste of those times, but appear now 
very mean. The park is indeed linely nooded and 
watered, the trees well groin and planted, and in tha 
fist ponds are kept tame earp, said to he some of them 
eighty years of ape. I lie laic kinp |,.i>;rd some months 
■ very year at this seat ;and all the rocks around it. 
bj the pious sentences inscvibe-1 on. V\itm , iVws A' 
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itiou in fashion at this court, ivliiuL I lirli' 
with him; at least I see no exterior marks ol il at 
Paris, where ail people's thoapliis seem !o lie on prc- 

The fair of St. Lawrence is now in season. — Hew 
may lie (lire I have hern curried thither, and think i) 
much better disputed that ours of bai tholomew. The 
shops bein;; all set in rows so regularly and wcll- 
lightetl, Ihty made up a very Igreci 111 e spectacle. But 
I was tint at all satisfied .villi i[* grossieretc of their 
luuliijiiiii, no mure than willi their mnsick at the 
which was aho in in ably prating, after being 



;othat of Italy. Their 



a boolh 



compa- 



red to that of the Hay-market, and the p'ay-hoo»e 
not so neat as that of Lincoln's -Inn -fie Ids ; hut then 
it must lieonn'J, to their praise, their tragedians are 
much, beyond any of ours, I should hardly allow 

O — d a boiler place than to be cmilidnne to 

. I have seen the tragedy of liajaiel so well 

represented, that I think our bell KtOM cu he onlj 
" to speak, lint these to feel ; aud i t is cerlaiuly ju- 
linitely more moving to see a titan appear unhappy, 
than to bear him sny that he is so, with a jolly face. 
and a stupid smirk in bis countenance. — A propai 
"I cminii names, I must tell yon something qJ the 
French ladiei ; I have net-n all the beauties, am! sneb 
( I can't help making use of fhecoarse word ) nauseou* 
creatures, >o fantaitieally absurd in their dress, so 
monstrously uunaintal in ilieii paints, their ltaircut 
abort, and curled round their fines, and 10 loaded 
li powder, thai it makes it look like white wool, 
I on Ihejr cherts tn their cliius, unmercifully laid 
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sliininj; red japan, that glistens in a most flaming 
aei.so llial thcj seem to Lave no resemblance lo 
an faces. I am apt in believe that they toot the 
lirst Uint of their dress froiu a fair slierp newly rud- 
dled. It iswith pleasure 1 recollect my dear pi ettycoliu- 
i ry- women ; a nil if I mas writing to any body else, I 
.should, say iltat tln-se pionisijui' d;mbers give me a 
still higher ester in ofthe natural charms sfrjtaf L»dj 

II 's auburn hair, and lbs lively colours vf lirr 

unsullied complexion. 



: 



P. S- I have net the Abbe here, who den 
ike his compliments to you. 



HIT "Of 



" y<-- 



Ml| i"" 



loot add, very much pleased. She .is 
little expected to ace me as I her (having not received 
lUy laic letters) anil Ibis meeting would shine in the 
hands of Scn-lery ; but I shall not imitate his style 
so far U to tell JOB how often we embraced, how she 
enquired by what odd chance I returned from Con- 
stantinople ; noil I answered her by asking what nil- 
venture {iroujtht her lo Paris. To shorten the story, 



isaudr. 



I ■lime tils being o 



■a agreed, uponti 
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r, and hare seen Tcnulln, Trianon, ] 
and St-CiooJ. We hat! at order fcir the inter to 






th* Euajfeh 11 Paris. I aim "Versailles appeared to 
rather last duo bcautif nl : and, liter hieing Ken 
uact proportion* of the Italian building, I iLoo| 
the irrrgularirv of it sho>-kin£. 

The kings cabtne ti >>f antiquities lad medals a 
indeed. very richly fnrniihfd. Amotujsl thai eollee 
lion. nr4w pleased me so nil as the apotheosis o 
Grnnanicns. on a large *£***, which is one of lb 
most delicate piece* of the kind that 1 remember ti 
bare seen. I observed some ancient statues of grea 
nine. — flat the nauseous flattery and tan dry peno 
of he Brim are equally disgusting ill the gallery. 
•ill not pretend to describe to you the great apart 
ment, the vast variety of fountains, the theatre, th 
grove of Aesop's fables, etc.. all isbich yon may reai 
very amply particularized in tome of the Freud 
authors, that have been paid for these description] 
Trianon, in its littleness, pleased me Letter tha: 
Versailles; \larli, better lhan either oiihrm, and Si 
ClonJ, best of all, having the advantage of the Sein 
running at the bottom of the gardens, the great cat 
radr, etc. You mnv find infonuarmn in the afoiesai 
books, if yon have a mind to know the ciact nnmbe 
of the statues, and how many feet they cast up lb 

Wrsliv the king's pictnreiin the magnificent House 
of the duke d'Antin, »hu has the care of preserving 
•hem till his niujcsiy i- of a^e. i lure ire not many, 
it o! the brit hands.! looked with grf a t p'casure On 
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the Areli-augel of Raphael, where the sentiments ol 
superior bemgs arc as well expressed as i" Milton. 
You won't (orgiv* me, if I say nothing of the Tuil- 
leries t mt>r& finer than nor Mall, and the Co»r more 
agreeable than our Hyde-Park, ihe high trees giving 
shade iu the hottest season. A.iiiinLoupre,lhadt]ie 
opportunity of selling the king, accompanied by ihe 
duke regent. He is tall and well shaped, lint lias not 
the air of holding the crown so iiuif. j years as ins 
great grandfather. And now I am speaking of the 
court, I must say I saw nothing iu Krauce that delight- 
ed me so much as to sec an Jinglijhman (at least » 
II ri ton ) absolute at Paris ; I nicao Mr. Law, who treats 
their dukes and peers extremely delimit en bas^ 
anil is treated by them with the ntmust submission 
and respect. — Poor souls! — This relied ionr on their 
abject slavery pnts me iu mind of ibe plate lies 
fictoires; bnt I will not lake up yonr time anil 
my own with sneli dmiiripiions, whieh are too nu- 

In general, 1 think Parti bas the advantage of Lou - 



ol tl 






ir Lighting of tbcm lit nigh ts, in ibe proportion 
slre-jts, the houses being all built ol stone, ai 
it of those belonging to people of goaUty beii 
u tilled by garden. 1 ., ilut we certainly m.iy ijnnsl 
wn very near twice as large ; and, when I havesa 
t, [ know nothing else we surpass il in. 1 shall D 
limit here long ; if you have anything to cm 
ad me during my short stay, write soon, and 
II liiki- pleasure in obeying you. 



LI. To mm Audi 

Dover, Oclober3i, 0. S. 1718. 

I » h nilling to take your nord lor it, that I *U 
really oblige yoo Ii; halting too know, as soon as [iria- 
■■ble, m j safe passage over the water. 1 arrived thii 
morning al Dover, after be ing tossed a whole nighl in 
[he packet-boat in so violent a manner, dial the ; 
ler, considering the weakness of bis vessel, thought 
it proper (a remove the mail, anil gate ns Di 
the danger. *Ve called a Utile fishing-boat, which 
could hardly nuke up to os; while all the people 
board ns were crying to heaven. 'Tis hard lo imagi 
one's self in a scene of greater horror than on such 
in oceasiun, and yet (shall I own it 10 youP ) Ihongli 
I was not at all willing 10 he drowned, I could not 
forbear being enlerlaincd it the doable distress of a 
Ml ow- passenger. She was an English lady that 1 1 
met al Calais, who desirru me 10 let her go over with 
in. She had bought a 
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■ this head-dress.- This easy transition fro in her ion] 
to her head-dress, anil the alternate agonies thai liolh 
gnve her, made it hard to determine which she thought 
of gnat est vain e. But, however, the scene was not so 
diverting but I was glad to get rid of it, and he throivu 
into the little boat, though with some, lisiaidol break- 
ing my neck. It brought me safe hither, and I cannot 
help looking with partial eyes on my native land. That 
partiality was certainly given us hv nature, to prevent 
rambling, the effect of an ambitious thirst after know- 
ledge, which we are not formed 10 enjoy. All we get 
hy it is a fruitless desire of iniiing the different plea- 
sures and conveniences which are given to the diffe- 
rent parts of the world, and cannot meet in any one 
of them. After having read all that is to be found in 
the languages I am mistress of, and having decayed 
niy sight by midnight studies, 1 envy the easy peac* 
of mind of a ruddy milk-maid, who, undisturbed by 
doubt, hears the sermon with hnmilily every Sunday, 
not having confounded the sentiments of natural 
duty in her head hy tbe vain enquiries of the schools, 
who may he more learned, yet after all must remain 
as ignorant. And after having seen part of Asia and 
Africa, and almost made the tour of Europe, I think 
the honest English 'squire more happy, who verily 
believes the Greek wines less delicious than marcb- 
heer, that the African fruits havenotsoliue a flavour 
as golden pippins, that the beccajtgiias of Italy are 
not so well tasted as a rump of heef.and that in short 
there is no perfect enjoyment of this life out of old 
Kngland. I pray God I may think so for the rest of 
my life; and, since I must ho cou^enwi -flWi ot* 



manly allowance of ilny lipl. [, that 
enlivening son of Constantinople. 



-, November i, O.S. 1718. 



me from Par 



e received * letter o! joun w 
mevc and hope I ihali very 101 
r. Congreve ;bnt a.i 1 ua lirrt 
an inn where we stay Id regulate our inarch to Lo: 
don, o»j» and baggage, I shall employ ionie of n 
leisnrelirneiuansiveringlh.il part of yours that Men 

Imust applaud yonr good natareinsupposlugtli, 
your pastoral lovera (vulgarly called haymaker* 
wonlil have lived in cvcrlasliu;; joy and harmony, 
|)ia lightning h.iit not uMemjtttd iheir ichenn; 
happiness. I see no reason to imagine that Jol 
Hyghes an J Sauli Drew were eithar wiser or nw 
virtuous than -heir neigh hours. Thai a welUet in; 
of twenty-live should hove a fumy to marry a brown 
wotuan of eigulr.en, is nothing 
eaunot help thinking that, had they married, ihei 
lives would hive passed in Uie common irack 11 it! 
tlieir fel Ion -parishioner!. Ilia endeavouring to shieh 
her from a storm was a natural action, and what h< 
would have certainly done for his horse, if he hail 



been bmOiei 

that their auddcu death w 



,. Neither ,l 
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e. Ton know ilie Jews were rqirovcd fox ibiuL.- 
vilb;;e destroyed by lire more wicked thunlhunr 
caped the thunder. Time aod chance hap- 



Mil ,. 



ilapb, 1 think the f oil w 

!, though not 50 poetical as yours. 



a try my Mill 



Ml .* 



On that poor couple that are dead. 
Oil Sunday MX* they should lure marri 
lint see llow oddly tilings are carried I 
On tbursdav- Until riiirTd niuf li^hiti.'d. 
These lender loteri -..,11 ) frighten 'd, 
ockiufibay, 



it hopes to pais ihetii 



i ■:■<■! 



f CjmmUiiun'd for that eod do dmiht ), 
And, seitiug on their trembling breath. 
CnnsignU them in the shades of death. 
Who known if 'twas not kindly done? 
Kur, had ibey seen the next year's sun, 



I confess tbcas sentiments are not altogether so lie- 
ruick aa yours ; but I hope yon will forgive them iu 
favour of the two last Ijnei. Jtia nee how much 1 es- 
teem the bononr you have done them ; though 1 am 
nut very impatient to have the umt, MiA \ni\ niCVtct 
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to be jonr stupid, living, humble ■ 
tbau be celebrated by all the pens in fcnrope. 

I would write to Mr. C .but suppose yon will 

d ibis to him, if he enquires after m 



Mrs. D— 



all, by your leller of yesterday, that 






"' '^ 




li.ri.il! 



is always high church ii 
gcee, and you know she used lo speak of Sacheverel 
apostolick saint, who nss «onhy Lo sit in the 
place with St. Paul, if uot a itffp above him. It 
la Her, however, very doubtful to me, whetberit 
t still more the man than tile apostle that Mrs. 
— looks toiu the present alba nee. Though at the 
age of forty, sue is, I assure you, very far from being 
oold mid insensible : her lire may be covered with 
isnotexlingoished. — Don't be deceived, 
my drar,by that prinli^li uud saiicLilii-i! air. — Warm 
devotion is no equivocal mark of.ivarm passions; be- 
lles, I know it is i fact, ol which I have proofs in 
hiind, which I will tell you by word of month, thai 
r learned and holy prude is exceedingly disposed 
use the means supposed in the primitive command, 
let what will (Out of the end. The curate indeed is 
very filthy.— Sueli a red, spungy, warty nose i such a 
squint ! in short, he is u^ly beyond expression; and 
irbtit Mrjjjlii naturally to tender him peculiarly dia. 
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to one of Mrs. D 'i c 

ilies, he is stricken in years. Nor do I really 
know bow I he j will liie. II. bu bnl fortj-Iive pounds 
a year — she hut a trilling sum ; so lhat they are likely 
to feast npou lose anil ecclesiastical history, which 
will be very empty food without ,i pi oper mixture of 
beefand pudding. I have however engaged our friend, 
wilo is Ihc curate's landlord, to (;ive them a good 

lease; and if Mrs. D , instead of spending whole 

il.iys reading (Jollier, Hicks, and vile translations ol 
1'lalo and Epictetus, will bul form the resolution ol 
taking care of her house, anil minding bur daily, 
things may go tolerably. It i? not likely lhat their 
lender loves will give them many sweet habes in 
provide fur. 

I mi-i the lover yesterday, going to the ale-housi 
in his dirty nighl-gown, with a book onder his ara, 

to enterloin the clnh ; and as Mrs. D was with tin 

at the time, I pointed oul to her ibe c La ruling crea tun- 
she blushed and looked prim, but quoted a passa^i 
out of Herodotus, in which it is said that the Persian;. 
Worn long night-gowns. There is really no moir 
aceouuting for the taste in marriage of many of our 
sex, than there is fur the appetite ol jour neigbboui 
miss S — y, mho makes such waste of vbitlk ar.d char- 
coal when they fall in her way. 

As marriage pi'tidutes iliiiiln ri, so children pro- 
duce care anil disputes; and wrangling, as is sai'l 
(at least by old bachelors and old maids J, is one oJ 
thesweelsof the conjugal state. Ion tell me that our 
friend Mrs,— is at length blessed with a ion, anil 
■r husband, who is a great ^liUnMiyAwv ',A\..- 



your fji . 
ind places. 
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uuuy Is to be depended upon), 
iug it herself. You Ink my ad™ 
id, to give it you fraukIy T I really think ibi 
■ demand is unreasonable, as his wife 
consiiiQlioD is lender, and her tern per fretful. A tri 
phdosuphcr would consider these ci re um stances ; bi 
a pedant is always throwing his sysl 
and applies it equal It to ail things, t 
just likeattylorwbo would make a 
own hei!ri,witbont any regard lo the bnlk and figure 
of Ihe person thut mnst wear it. All ibose fine-spun 
arjtumeirl* thai he has drawn from nature 
your mouths, weigh, I must own to you, bat very 
Utt!c with me. — This same natnre is indeed a specious 
word, nay, there is a git'al ilr ij i rt it, if it is proprrli 
uuderstood and applied ; hot I cannot bear lo hear 
people using it to justify v 
disavow. Is not mil ore moililini byarl in many Ihinp.-j 1 
Was it not designed to he so ? and Is tt not happy lot 
human society that it is so? Would yon like tos« 
your husband let his heard grow until be would be 
obliged to'pnt the tad of it in his pocket, bemuse 
this beard is the gift of nature? The instincts of oa 

te don't ron naked like the Hoi 
ander from the subject — I gran 
■ished I lie mother with milk I. 
nourish her child; but I inainlain, at the same tim- 
t if she can fiud better milk elsewhere, she ouj;li 
ir.U r ii n.ihout hesitation. I don't >«« tvhy sh 
.ild hate more scruple to do this, iban ber bin. 
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is To leave (be clear fountain which naiure 
Ti to quench his thirst, For stent October, 
i-larel. Indeed, if Mrs.- was a buxom, 

1'iim.in, \i In i lived on plain fund, took regular 



, enjoyed proper i 



tsofrt 






is free. 



from violent passions (which you and I know 
the cue), she mi-llt be a good nurse for her child; 
but, as matters «tand, I do verily think that the 
milk of a good comely cow, who feedi quietly in her 
meadow, never devonrs ragouts, nor drinks ratalia, 
nor frets at quadrille, nor sits up till three in the 






with los 



do think that the milk of such a cow, or at a nt 
that came as near it as possible, would he like]; 
nourish Ihc young 'squr 



child ii 



mother 



m, lk n : 



pasai 



i 

not! 



he cow, unless yon may be afraid that the young 
lire may become a calf: hnt bow many calves 
there both In slate and church, who have been 
brought up with their mother's milk? 

se faithfully to communicate to no mortal 
yoo wrote me last. — What you say of the 
lords, I believe lo be true i but I can do 
nothing ia ihc matter. — If my projects dou't fail 
in the eiecatiou, I itiiil! see you before a month 
passes. Give my services to Dr. lllackbeard. — He 
is a good man, but I never --aw in my life such a 
persecuting face cover a humane and tender heart, 
1 imagine (within myself) thai the Simthtield priests, 
who burned the protest ants in the time of queen ' 
Mary, had jost such faces as tt« AuGWk*. T& n »» 
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e papists, I should like him very much for my 
fessor; his seeming austerity wunld gtrcj you and 
ii great reputation for sanctity, and hit good in- 
gent heart wonld he the very thing that wonld 
us in iheaffj.ir of penance anil {i host ly direction. 



Vat 



mil. 



irlady,< 



Tlenna, January a, O.S. 1717. 

1 ±x redly almost tired with the life of Vienna, 
I am not, indeed, an enemy 10 dissipation and hurry, 
tunch less lo amosement and pie 



™ P 1 ™ 



s fetter 



Oro- 



I have had here some rery agreeable 1 

and, what will perhaps rarpme you, Lav 

pleasure in my Spanish acquaintances, 

pesa and general Pnebla. These two noblemen are 

much in the good graces of the emperor, and yel 

they seem to be brewing mischief. The court of 

tories that were cut off from Ihe Spanish monarchy 
by the peace of Utrecht, and it teems to he lofting 
wishfully out for au opportunity of getliug them 
baclt again. That is a matter about which I trouble 
myself very Utile : lei the court be in the right or in 
the wrong, I like mightily the two counts, its mi- 
nisters. I dined with them boih some days ago al 
it Wurmbrand's, an aulick. counsellor and ; 




of It 
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versaily esteemed here. Bot the 



n point of knowledge and 
abilities, is certainly count Schliclt, high-chancellor 
of iioberoia, whose immense reading is accompanied 
with a line taste and a nolid judgment: he is a de- 
clared enemy to prince Engene,nud n warm friend to 
the honest hot-headed inarshiill Sfimuumg. One of 
the most accomplished men I bare seen at Vienna^ 
is the voting count Torrocco, who accompanies the 
amiable prince of Portugal. I am almost in love with 
them hnlh, and wonder to see inch do- ml manner, 
and inch free and generous aentinienta in two young 
men that have hitherto seen nothing hat their own 
country. The count ia jut* anch a Roman catliolick 
as yon ;he succeeds greatly with llie devout beauties 
here; his first ovcrtorcs in gallantry are disguised 
under the Inscious strains of spiritual love, that 
were sung formerly by the sublimely voluptuous 
Fene/on and the tender mr.Jame Guian, wbo 
turned the lire of carnal love to divine objects : thni 
the count begins with the spirit, anil ends generally 
with the flesh, when he makes his addressea !o holy 
virgins. 

I made acquaintance yesterday with the famous 



wlm liv,- 



ere under the 






rntection of prince Eugene, by whose liberality 
lbsist*. lie passes here for a free-thinker, and, what 
still worse in my esteem, for a man whose heart 
oes not feel the encomiums be gives lo virlne and 
onont in his poems. I '.ike his odea mightily ; tiny 
re nioch superior lo the tyriek pi 
nets, few of whom have i 




* «--■-- n. ^ 
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tiUic m«4«. ^*«.**i {iwito* oti 'iie art or -^ar. mat % ere 
biHItttlttAtb tlw >i..ii» ai ^hioi» J"u ;^ni»f.«: mil 
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tLis jest, which was indeed elegant, raised a smile of 
pleasure on the grave countenance of the famous 
warrior. The prince, w^io is a connoisseur in the fine 
arts, shewed me with particular pleasure the famous 
collection of portraits, that formerly belonged to 
Fouquety and which he purchased at an excessive 
price. He has augmented it with a considerable num- 
ber of new acquisitions, so that he has now in his 
possession such a collection in that kind as you will 
scarcely find in any ten cabinets in Europe. If I told 
you the number, you would say that I make an 
indiscreet use of the permission to lie, which is 
more or less given to travellers by the indulgence 
of the candid. 

Count Tarrocco is just come in:— -he is the only 
person I have excepted this morning in my general 
order to receive no company. — I think I see you 
smile, — but I am not so far gone as to stand in need 
of absolution ; though, as the human heart is deceit- 
ful, and the count very agreeable, yon may think 
that, even though I should not want an absolution, 
I would nevertheless be glad to have an indulgence. 
— No such thing. — However, as I am a heretick, 
and yon no confessor, I shall make no declarations 
on this head. — The design of the count's visit it a 
ball;— --more pleasure. — I shall be surfeited. 

Adieu, etc. 



%& 



i.ivr vv.ws 



'".-. Mr. *- 



">« pii'inber i, 17*7. 

A V 
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mblick contempt. Such of ihera a 
straggling and Fugitive parties to the metropolis. 
Lave not spirit nor credit enough 1o defend them- 
selves from the insults of the mob ; the very children 
taunt theni, and the populace spit in their faces as 
lliey pass. They refnsed daring the battle to lend 
their assistance to save the baggage and the military 
chest, which, however, were defended by the pachas 
and their retinue, while the janizaries and spahig 
were nobly employed in plundering their own camp. 
You sec here thai I give yon a very lllllllmllll 
return for your obliging letter- Yon entertain isir. 



with a 



.. :>■■! 



cable i 



1 of 



iritfc men of li 



>■'"» 






„.l .. 






rural shade ; and I exhibit to you iu tciuru the bar- 
barous spectacle of Turk* and Genua us cutting one 
another's throats. But what can yon expect from 
such a country as this, from which the Mnses have 
fled, from which li-! ri-rs seem i-n mally banished, and 



Htlie rdine.i 



s ol .„ 



tuousness, and where those who act upon the 
ilick tbealre live in uncertainty, suspicion, and 
roc? Here pleasure, to which I am no enemy when 
s properly seasoned and of a good composition, 
rarely of the cloying kind. Veins of wit, elegant 
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luscious passion of the seraglio ii the oolyanc jliuosi 
ih.it is gratiiied here to the full; but it is blended 
to with the surly spirit of despotism in one of the 
parties, and with the dejection and anxiety wbioli 
this spirit produces iir"the otbrr, that 'o one of my 
way of thinking it cannot appear otherwise lhao u 
a very mixed kind of enjoyment. The women here 
■ re not, indeed, so closely confined M> many have 
related ; they enjoy a high degree of liberty, even 
in the busoru of seivilnde. and lliey have methods of 
evasion anil disguise that are very favourable to gal. 
lantry:bnt after nil, ihcy ore still under oncasy ap- 
prehensions of being discovered; and a discovery 
exposes them to the most merciless toga of jealousy, 
which is here a monster thai cannot lie satiated but 
with blood. The magnificence and riches that reign 
iu the apartments of the ladies of fashion here, seen 
to be one of their chief pleasures, joined with Ibei 
retinue of female slaves, whose musick., dauring and 
dress amuse them highly.— Hut there 
of form and stiffness amidst this graode 
it from pleasing me at long run, he 
danled with it at first sight. This stilfne*s and for- 
mality of manners arc peculiar to the Turkish ladies 
for the Grecian belles are of quite another chamctt 
and complexion ; with them pleasure appears in mor 
engaging lorms. anil their persons, manners, con vei 
sation, and amusements are very far from being dc; 
titnte of elegance and ease. 

I received the news of Mr. Addison's being di 
clared secretary of state with the less surprize, i 
Ibal J know that post was almost offered lo him hi 




ilo not seem lo lie, in prurience, eligible for a man 
that is aslbmalick, aud vie may see the day when lie 
will lie heartily glad (o resign them hatb. It is well 
that he laid aside the thoughts of the voluminous 
dictionary of which I have heard you or somebody 
else frequently make mention. But no more ou that 
subject; I would not have said so much, were I 
not assured that this lelter will come safe aud un- 
opened to hand. I long mnch In tread npon English 
ground, tllat I may see yon and Mr. Con;;reTe, who 
render i liar ground rlassiek ground ; nor will you 
re-fuse ourpiesent secretary* part olth.it merit, whal- 
ers; reasons you may have lo he dissatisfied with bint 
in other respects. You ace I be three ha jipjesl poets 1 
ever heard of; one a secretary of state, the oilier en- 
joying leisure with dignity in two lucrative employ- 
ments; and tnu, though your religious profession is 
an obstacle to court promotion, and ilisqualiues ye* 
from filling civil employments, have found the phi- 
losopher's slone, since by making the Iliad pMa 
through your poetii a I itneiljie imo au r'nglish form, 
without losing aught o! its original beauty, yon have 
drawn the golden current of Pactolns to Twickenham. 
I call this finding the philosopher's stone, since you 
alone found out the: secret, and nobody else has got 
into It. A — n and T [ tried it, bni their experi- 
ments failed, and the; lost, if not their money, at 
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imbibed hi* ansa*. I hope w* shall 

oon 6m yoar happy hand, anal I 

snail follow with, angular pUmim 

Cryssss* who was an observer of aw 

what he tfavcls in ▼oar harmonuoas 

hint much better than the hot-headed 

who bedliert his general, cried for his 

on. It is true, the excellence of the Iliad 

depend apon his aunt or dignity ; but I 

▼ertheleaa that Homer had chosen a hero 

leas pettish and less fantastic*. : a p e r fect 

an i 'mil and mmatnraJ, and consequently 

tivr ; bnt A is also tme that while the epic*, hero 

ought to he drawn with the infirmities that arc- the 

lot of hmnanity., he ought never to be represented 

as extremely absurd. Bat it becomes nc ill to play 

the critic* ; to I take my leave of yon for this time, 

and desire yon will believe me, with the highest 

teem, Toots., etc, 




LVL To tk* Cocstess or .(i) 

Saturday. — Florence. 

1 set out from Bologna the moment I had finished 
the letter I wrote yoa on monday last, and shall now 

(i) As this letter is the supplement to a preceding 
one, which is not come to the hands of the editor, it 
wan, probably on that account, sent without a date. It 
teems evidently to hare been written after lady M. W. M. 
hnd fiied her residence in Italy. 
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id you of the tilings thai haTcsl tucli 




I tie flowery paths of pleasure, or the thorny ones of 
■a ill-judged dcv otion. Hut of the tiro sorts of fools, 
[ thai} always think ili.it the merry one has ilie moat 
c.igihte fate ; and I cannot well form a notion of that 
spiritual and exs la tick joy ihnt is miied with sighs, 
groans, hunger »nd thirst, and the other comn lice ted 
miseries of monastic discipline. It is a strange way 
of going to work lor happiness, lo excite an enuiiiy 
between soul and body, which nature and Providence 
have designed 10 live together in union and friend- 
ship, and which we cannot separate like man and wile 
o they happen lo disagree. The profound silftjee 
is enjoined upon the monks of la Trappe, 
singular circumstance of their unsociable Olid 
iitui'al discipline ; and were this injunction never 
he dispensed with, it would he needless to visit 
i in any other character than as it collection of 
latues : hut the superior of the convent suspended 
)Ur that rigorous law, and allowed one of 

icstions. He told me that the monks of 



this order in France ace still inore austere thao those 


of Italy, as they never taste wine, flesh, Cab, or eggs, 


lull live entirely upon vegetables. The ttOfJ lluji ia 


told of the institution of this order is remarkable. 


and In well attested, if my information be pond. It. 


founder was a French nobleman whose name was 


BoiUhiUicr i/e P.once,!. man of pleasure and gal- 


lantry, which were converted into tlir deepest gloom 


of devotion by ibe following incident. Ilia a flair* 


obliged bim tu absent himself, for sonic lime, from 


i lady with whom be had lived in the must intimate 


and. tender conneiiou.s of successful lose. At his 


rftnrnto Paris, he proposed to snrpri seller agreeably. 


and, at the same time to satisfy bis own impatient 


desire of seeing her, by going directly and without 


ceremony to bar apartment by I back (tail which he 


was well acijuain led with. — Hut think of the spectacle 


that presented itself to him at his entrance into ibe 


cli.inilici-lli.il had so often been ibe scene of love's 


highest raptures I his mistress dead — dead of the 


smallpox — dislipiiri'd beyond expression— a lonth- 


tome mass of nullified matter; — and the surgeon 


separating tile bead from the body, because Ihe 


coflin had been made too short! He stood for a 


moment motionless in amaiement, and filled wit* 


horror — and then retired from the world, shot 


liimself ap in ihe convent of la Trappe, where he 


passed the remainder of his days in Ihe most cruel 


and disconsolate devotion — Let us qnit this sad 


■object. 


I nut not forget lo tell you that before I raHJ* 


tu Ihis monastery, I went to see the burning mono 
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lain mm I'ioi-iiiiimta, of which the naturalists speak 
as a great curiosity. The flame it sends forth is m- 
thont smoke . and resembles brandy set on lire. The 
ground about it is weli cultivated, and the fire op- 
pears only in nne spot where thiire is a cavity whose 

nn. (inc. is small, hut in il are several crevices 

nhoM depths are nnknowo. It is remarkable that 
wliro a piece of wood is thrown into this eavily, 

■ is cunsnmed iu a moment; and that, though 

the ;. I . I ■nit it be perfectly cold, yet if a atck 

he run bed witb any furce against il, it emits a flame 
nlicli, however, is neither hot nor durable like llinl 
(.■' the volcano. If you desire a wore circumstantial 
account of this phi'inim-non, and have made a suffi- 
cient progress iu Italian Iu read father Cnraizi's de- 
scription ol it, yuu need not be at a loss, for I Lava 

seut Ibis description to Mr. F , and you have 

only to ask it of him. After observing the volcano, I 
scrambled up all the neighbouring hills, partly on 
horseback, parlly on foot, but enuld find no vestige 
of lire in any of them, though common report would 

I hope yuo have not taken it in your head In 
eipeet from me a description of the fatuous gallery 
here, where I arrived on t handily at noon; this 

besides, I have as yet seen but a part of this immense 
treasure, and f propose employing some weeks more 
to sui'Vey the whole. Yon cannot imagine any si- 
tuation more agreeable than l-'lorenre. Il lies in a 
fertile and smiling valley watered by the Arno, which 
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derstand that Ovitl'.-H iTiiiijiiiiln^ ;i line woman to a 
statue, which I formerly though r a very disobliging 
similitude, was llle nicest and highest piece of Bat- 
tery. The Antinona is entirely naked; all its parts 
are bigger than nature; but the whole, taken toge- 
ther, and the fine attitude of the figure, carry such 

words can describe. When I saw the Venus, I was 
wrapped in wonder, — and I maid not help casting 
a thought hack upon Auihanua. They onght to be 
placed together: they arc worthy of each other. — If 
marble conld sec and fed, the separation might be 
prudent : — if it cool d only see , it would certainly 
lose its coolness and learn to feel; and, in such a 
ease, the cbarnis of these two fignres would produce 
an effect quite opposite to that M the Gorgon's head, 
which turned flesh into stone. Did I pretend to des- 
cribe to you the Venns, it would only set yonr ima- 
gination at work to form ideas of her figure, and your 
ideas would no more resemble that figure, than the 

Ponugnese face of miss N , who has enchanted 

oar knight, resembles the sweet and grncefnl coun- 
tenance of lady , his former flame. The descrip- 
tion of a face or figure is a needless thing, as it never 
conveys a true idea : it only gratifies the imagina- 
tion with a f.mlnatiek one, until the real one is seen. 
So, my dear, if you have a mind to form a true 

iuilir f i In' divine f. rniis and features of the Venus 

and Antinom, come to "lorence. 

1 would be glad to oblige yon and your friend 
Vertue, by ex', rating your commission with respect 
In the sketches of Raphael's cartoons at Hampton- 
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gives decent vent to his hatred of in*u anil woman 
kind. — But I must quit tins contemptible subject on 
which n fust indignation would render my pen sa fer- 
tile, tliat,afler having fatigued yoij witha long letter, 
I should surfeit you with a supplement twice aa long. 
Resides, a violent head-acb advertises me that it is 
tiioe to lay down my pen and get me lo bed. I shall 
say some things toyonto my next, that I would have 
inge man as from yourself. My 
eiably quiet: if ii mere as dead 
to sin, as it is to certain connexions, I should be a 
great saint. Adieu, my dear madam. 

Tonrs very affectionately, etc. 



with my sister, and strange sights have we seen. They 
are. at Least, strange sights to me : for, after having 
been accustomed to the gravity of the Turks, I can 
scarcely look with an easy ant! familiar aspect at the 
levity and agility of the airy phantoms that ire dan- 
cing about me here, and I often think that 1 am at 
a unppet-sheiv amidst the representations of real 
life. 1 stare prodigiously, but nobody remarks it, 
for every body stares here; staring i» a la mode — 
there is a stare of attention and intcret, a stare of 
' y, a stare of expectation, a stare ofsurpriic; 
lonld grpatly am are yon to see what trifling 
■si-iti all Hi sstarin-. This staling would have 
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il pleasure, lmt 



:allj abews urfflirn 
of mlut.li 1 * that 






ii stranger langh n ally, as they laugh artificially. The 
French grin is eooally remote from the cheerful se- 
renity of a smile, and tie cordial mi nil of an honest 
English horse- laugh. I shall not perhaps slay here 
lung enough to form a just idea of l-'renck manners 
nnd characters, though lliis I believe would recpiin' 
bat Hide study, as there is no great depth in either. 
It appears, on a suprrlicial view, to be a frivolous, 
restless, and agreeable people. The abhot is my 
guide, and I could not easily light upon a better; he 
lells me that here Ibe women form the character at 






mpauy . 






enter. Tier 



faui^y and manhood; for as soon as the hoy has quit 
bis leading-strings, lie is set agog , a the world : the 
ladies arc his tutors; they make ihc first impressions, 
which generally remain, and they render the men 
ridicnlons by the imitation of their humours and 
graces, so that dignity in manners is a rare thing bere 
before the age of sixty. Does not liing David Kay 
somewhere, that man walhttk in a -vain skew? 
I think he does, and I am sure this is peculiarly trne 
of Ibe Frenchman. — But he walks merrily, and seems 
to enjoy the vision; and may he not therefore hs 
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meoli and decorations, thai ia jnst the opposite ei- 
tremc to whal appears in our royal gardens: Ihi* pro- 
digality is riming to the levity ami inconstancy of the 
French taste, which always pants a ftr rsoinet hi ngnew, 
and ihna heaps ornament upon ornament without 
end or measure. It is time, however, Lhat I should 
pill an end to my letter; so I wish you good night, 



Translated from the French. 

I. i m charmed, Sir, with yonr obliging letter; and 
you may perceive by the largeness of my , paper, that 
I intend to give punctual answers to all your ques- 
tions, at least if my French will penalties; for, is 
it is a language I do not understand to perfection, so 
I much fear lhat, for want of expressions, I shall 1m 
quickly obliged to finish. Keep in mind, therefore, 
that 1 am writing in a r--i ri i> la n^ little, and he sure 
to attribute all the ijiij>t-r>.iin'r.iivn :ind triflings drop- 
ping from my pen, to the want of ptojier words for 
declaring my thoughts, but by no means to dulneas 
or natural levity. 

These conditions being thns agreed and settled, I 
begin with telling you lhat yon have a trnc notion 
of the alcoran, concerning which the Creek priests 
{ who are the greatest scoundrels in the universe ) 
have iovented ont of their own heads a thousand ri- 
diculous stories, in order to decry ihe law of Ma- 
homet; to run it down, I lay, without any exami- 
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a, or so much as letting the people read it: 
being afraid that if once they begjulosift the defects 
of the alcorau, they might not stop (here, but pro- 
cecd lo make use of their judgiueui about their oivn 
legends and fictions. In effect, 1 tie re is nothing so 
like as the fables of the Greeks and of the Maho- 
metans ; and the last have multitudes of saints, .11 
whose tombs miracles are by them said Lo be daiU 
performed ; nor are the accounts: of the lives ol 
those- blessed Jluj-ulmnns much less stuffed wild 
extravagancies than the spiritual romances of the 

tainly false, though couimonlv believed in our part 1 - 
of the world, thai Uahomet r.sdmles women from 



.my .si 



i/ororehj 
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« gentleman, and loved the hit sex loo well, to u 
them so barbarously. On the contrary, he proioisea 
very line paradise to the Turkish women. He sa; 
indeed, that this paradise wiil he a separate pla 
from that of their husbiiuds; hat I fancy the mo 
part of them won't like it the worse for that, at 
thai the regret of ibis separatioi 















ich Mahomet 
icrit the enjoyment of future happinei. 



less to the world, but to employ themselves, ;■ 
i(.i possible, iu making 11 1 tic Mussulman.-*. Thi 
who die virgins and the widows who ma 
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■age the affair* of state, nor i-» support the fj 
of war, God has not ordered them to govern, or 
form the world ; bat he has entrusted them wifn an 
office which is not less hononranle, even that of 
multiplying the human race ; and such as, oat of 
malice or laziness, do not make it their business to 
bear or to breed children, fulfil not the duty of their 
vocation, and rebel against the commands of God. 
Here are maTim* for yon, prodigiously contrary to 
those of your convents. What will become o/yonr 
St. Catharines, your St. Theresas, your St. Ciena, 
and the whole brad- roll of your holy virgins and 
widows, who, if they are to be judged by this system 
of virtue, will be found to have been infsmoni 
creature*, that passed their whole lives in a most 
abominable libertinism ? 

I know not what your thoughts may be concerning 
a doctrine so extraordinary with respect to us; but 
I can truly inform you, Sir. that the Turks are not 
so ignorant as we fancy them to be, in matters of 
politicks or philosophy, or even of gallantry. It is 
true that military discipline, such as now practised 
in Christendom, does not mightily spit them. A long 
peace has plnnged them into an universal sloth. Con- 
tent with their condition, and accustomed to bound- 
less luxury, they are become great enemies to all 
manner of fatigues. But to make amends, the sciences 
flourish among them. The effendis ( that is to say, 
the learned men ) do very well deserve this name : 
they have no more faith in the inspiration of Maho- 
mer, than in the infallibility of the pope. They make 
u frank profession of deism among themselves, or 
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(i those they can trust, and never speak of the 1, 
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roduced by poll 



If I remember right, I ihb.k 1 Love 
mide former letter, tbat jl Picljiraile we lodged willi 
a great anil rich elfeudi, a msn of nil and learning, 
and of ii very Ogrccable hnmonr. We were in his 
boose about a month, and hi' dii! Hi Ml Mil} eat 
with ns, drinking wine ivil limit :ioy scrapie. As I ral- 
lied him. a little on this anlijeel, he answered hip , 
smiling, tlut all creatures in live world were made 
for tbe pleasure of man, and thai God would niit 
have let the vine grow, were it a din lo taste of 1 In 
juice: hut that, nevertheless, the law which forbids 
the ase of it to the vnl(J»r wo* very wise, because 
smell sort of folks have nut sense enough lo take ii 
with moderation. This e.'lenili appeared no stranger 
to the parties that prevail among us may, be seemed 
t knowledge of our religions disputes. 



oim 



lim ask, an 
-My paper 
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eeruing which you ask me news. 
Their mix lure produces surprizing effects; but nhal 
is lo be observed most surprizing, is the riperi- 
inents of which you apeak concerning animals, and 
which is tried here every day. The suburbs of 1'era, 
Jopbaoa, and Gala la, tl e collections of streupers from 
all countries of the universe. They hove so often 
irilerinan led, that ibis forms several Mu«h(Bifit, 
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I'uliloi imaginable.. Then is no! one single family 
natives, thai can value itself on bring unmiied. 
n frequently sec i person whose father was born 
Irecian, the molber (in Italian, the grand-father n 
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nary than yon can imagine ; nor could I ever donbt 
but there were several different species of men; since 
the whites, the woolly and Ihe long-hai red blacks, 
the small-eyed Tartars and Chinese, ihe beardless 
Rrasilians. and ( to Dime no more ) the oily-skinned 
yellow Nova-Zemuliaus, have as spccilick difference! 
under Ibe same general kind, as greyhounds, mas- 
riffs, spaniels, bull-dogs, and the race of tny lillie 
Diana, if nobody is offended 1 at the comparison. 
Now, as the various iolermii-io;! of these Inner ani- 
mals causes mungrets, .so mankind have their ninn- 
gnls too, divided and subdivided into endless sorts. 
We have daily proofs of it here, as I told you before. 
In the same animal is not sel dom remarked the Greek 
j.erlidioosness, the Italian diffidence, the Spanish 
arrogance, the French loquacity, and all of a sudden 
he is seized with a fit of English tlioiiglii.ru.Iiir.tt.. 
bordering a little upon dulurss, which ninny of us 
have inherited from the stupidity of out Bkxon pro- 
i.'enitors. But the family which charms me most, is 
(bat which proceeds from the fantastical conjunction 
of a Dutch male with a ISreek female. As these are na- 
ture's opposite in extremes, 'tis a pleasure to observe 
how the differing atoms are perpetually jarring to- 
gether in the children, even so as to produce effects 
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visible in their externa! form. 1 Jmy liave the large 
black eyes of the country, with tile fat, while. lishy 
flesh of Holland, and a lively air streaked with dul- 
r ness. At one and the lame time, tlit-v shew that lave 
<>f expeusivcuess, so universal among the Greeks, 
and an inclination lo the Dutch frugality. To give 
an example of this, young women ruin themselves 
to purchase jewels for adorning their heads, while 
ilny bava not Ihe heart to buy new shoes, or rather 
alippHC* for their feet, which are — "— irT-lj in a 
i condition; a tiling j< 
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neatly their feet arc dressed, i 

only, they are so passionately euamonred with theii 

hoop-petticoats. I have abundance of their singnlari 



both of my 1': 
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my paper. 
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Concerning Monsieftr de la Roci 
Maxim : « That Mam 
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It may he thought a presumptuous attempt in me 
to controvert a maxim advanced by such a celebra- 
ted genins as monsieur de la Rochefoucauld, and 
received with such implicit faith b\ a nation which 
boasts of superior politeness to the rest el the world, 
and which for a long time past bas prescribed the 
a of gallantry to all Europe. 
Nevertheless, prompted by that ardour wLirli 
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■ 

3rt««r rj.a« ;■»&; .ui-X&i t£> Kt 
iitwr*. »a-i. .:«ia » :o.-v x«E-ii^£ «~I^ uoove of her 
:r.-".\>\** u • .cm. -*i^i.a ir<s -»-f*^ •»»• 3MMC lim the 
:.Lvn«^x*-s .* !_'•». wks. :i*rr rrs 3.cj*iex«d a* the 

m 

ex^a-j*:.? :V-j»:.tr. 

iz-s iV^cltt occurs aloe* :a. :'raes»isaip io nn aed 
oa m«raa oc-c. £i*»i st i7*-_:sie .supported br 
ikvjul.c *c- acuk^cc It r*« tender 
of Lo«e. «h?n the ancient* b**e ada>iralKy 
bed nader the appearance of a beautifa! infant : it is 
pleased w.th iufaotiae anasenients : it is delicate awl 
«:icct-onalr, incapable of nusehieJ. delighted with 
trifles; its pleasure* are gentle aud innocent. 

have gmn a Terr different representation 

*u too gross to be mentioned, bnt 

in funeral are susceptible. This 
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Jiey have described nndi-r ilir lifjureofa satyr, who 
has more nf the bran than of the man in his com- 
position, lly tlii- hlxilciiih animal they have expres- 
sed a passion which is iln real foundation ol all the 
line exploit* of modish gallantry, and which only 
endeavours to glut in appetite with the possession 
i>f the object which is nuisi lovely in it* estimation; 
■ passion fonnded in injustice, supported by deceit, 
anil attended by crimes, remorse, jealousy, aod con- 
tempt. Can sneb an affection be delightful to a Tir. 
I nous mind ? I\everlhelesB Midi is the delightful at. 
leodant on ill illiril engagements ; gallants are obliged 
to ibandotj all llm-e M-minii-pils of lionoar which are 
inseparable limn a liber.) 1 rdiicaimu, anil are doomed 
to live wretchedly in the constant pursuit of what 
reason condemns, to have all their pleasures embit- 
tered by remorse, and to be reduced to the deplora- 
ble condition of having renounced virtue, without 



;»ble 



mil,!... 



Uto ibe delights of love in per- 
issor ted marriage ; nothing be- 
m of mind as to be governed 
by words. Wliat tboQgh contain, fcr which good rea- 
imed, has made the words hnshaml 
■nd wile somewbat ridicnious. A husband, in coin- 
HtpUtioa, higililies a jealous brote, a sorly 
or at best a weak fool, who may be made to 
my tiling. A will is ,. dome-tidi termagant, 
Jestined to deceive or torment the poor devil 
a bu-band. The rood net of married people in ge- 
neral sufficiently justifies these two characters, 
lint, as I said before, why should -wo-tai ™^w*. 



u? A well regulated marriage is 



attached to each other by m 



tin] affection, are two 



i-ern who live happily togrthi r. Though the pries! 






n words, though tin- lawyer dra 



• li B l,l .: 



n these prepara- 



■r which he fastens 10 his mistress's window : if 
ran liiil live together, nlurl Joes il signify by 
: price or by what mims their union is accom- 
plished ? Where love is real and well founded, it is 
impossible to be happy but in the quiet enjoyment 
if the beloved object, and the price at which it it 
rsscn the vivacity and delights of 
a passion such as my imagination conceives. If I was 
Inclined lo romance, I would not pictnre images of 
true happiness in Arcadia, t ant not prudish enough 
to confine the delicacy of affection to wishes only. ' 
1 would open my romance with the marriage of a 
j'jple nnited by sentiment, taste, and inclination. 
; t higher felicity than the blending 
■ interests aud livrB in anch an nuion? Trie 
is the pleasure of giving his mistress the last 

i her peace md liberty in his protection. 

.change more dear and affectionate 

dgcspls it not natural to give the most inrontcs- 

de proof* of that tenderness with which oar minds 

" nprcssed? I am sensible that some are so nice 

maintain that the pleasures of love are derived 

the dangers and diflicnltics with which it is 

it tended |lhey very pet tly observe lh.it j rose would 
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ise without Hjorns. There are a 
sipi'J remark? 






J tittle 



Insipid remarks of tills soil, which make j 

impression on me, tliat I am persuaded, was I ;. 

er, the dreadofinjuringmy mistress would make 

unhappy, if the enjoyment of her was attended 

wiili danger 10 herself. 

Two' married lovers lend Tery different lives : they 
hive the pleasure to pass tbeir time in a successive 
intercourse of mutual obligations and macks of beoe- 
»olence,and they have ;be delight to linil that each 
Hire happiness or the beloved object, 
sis perfect felicity. The most trivial cou- 
jnomy become noble and elegant wheo 
they are exalted by sentiments of affection : lo lur- 
i apartment, is not barely to furnish an apart - 
it is a place^sliere I expect my lover: to 
I supper, is not merely giving orders to my 
cook; it is an amusement to regale the object I doat 
on. In this light, a woman considers '.hese necessary 
ccupations as more lively ?iid t Reeling pleasores. 
Iban those gaudy sights which amuse the greater part 
of the sex, who are iucapable of trhe enjoyment. 

A fixed and affectionate attachment softens every 
Emotion of the sonl, aod renders every object agree- 
able which presents itadfta the liaj.pv lDvcr(Imean 
one who is married to his mistress ). II be exercises 

Kiy employment, the fatigues of (he camp, the Iron- 
ies of Ihc court, ail become agreeable when he 
rcllci:!.'. that he endures these inconveniences lo serve 
the object of bis affections. If fortune is favourable 
him, for success does not depend on merit, all 
advantages it proenres are so many tributes 



which he thinks due to the charms of the loTelt 
fair; anil, in gratifying this ambition, he feels a 
more lively pleasure, and more worthy of ou bonetl 
man, than that of raising his fortune and tthaiiig 
pnblick applause. He enjoys glory, lilies, and riches, 
no farther than as ihey regard her he loves ; j 

*when he attracts the approbation of a aenate, 
applause of an army, or the com luenila lion of his 
prince, it is her praise* which ultimately flatter 
In 9 reverse of fortune,he has the consolation of 
retiring to one who is affected by h 
locked in her embraces, he lias the satisfaction of 
giving ntterauce to the folloiYiug tender reflections: 

»• My happiness does not depend on the caprit 
■ of fortune $ I have a constant asylum against it 
• quietude. Your esteem renders me insensible of the 
■ inJQstice of a court, or the ingratitude of a ma; 
i and my losses afford me a kind of pleasure, s 
» they furnish me with fresh proofs of yonr vi 

■ and affection. Of what use ia grandeur to ll 

■ who are already happy? We have no need of flat- 

i- terer.-, we want nn equipages ; I reign in yonr 
• affections, audlcnjuyevrry debght in the possession 
" of 7 01 » P eraun - - 
In short there is no situation in which melancholy 
may not he assuaged by the company of the beloved 
object. Sickness itself ia not without its alleviation, 
when ve have the pleasure of being attended by her 
m love. I sliould never eoiicladc, if I attempted In 
give a detail of all the delights of arc attachment 
»rb#re:n we meet with every thing which cj 
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th» tcuiei with the most lively no J diffusive raprarei. 
But I must not omit taking notice of ihe pleaanra 
of beholding the lovely pledges nf a lender friendship, 
daily growing Of), and of oiuuiiug iiurselves, accord- 
ing to oar different hexes, in t mining rhrm 1o per- 
fection. We give way lu this agreeable instinct ol 
nature relinked bv love. In a dan diler nc praise the 
braaty of her mother; in n son we cummend i!)e un- 
derstanding and the ap|><-srflnce of innate probity 
which m esteem in bit lather. It is a pleasure which, 
acconling to Moses, the Almighty biiuself enjoyed 
when he belield the work, of his luiudi, and taw that 
all wai good. 

Speaking of Moses, I cannot forbear observing 
that the primitive plan of feliciiy itifioitely snrpas.-e» 
all others ; and 1 cannot form an idea of paradiae, 
more like a paradise, than the state in which our 
first parents were placed : that proved of short dura- 
tion, because thtiy were unacquainted with the world, 
■adit ii for the si me reason that so fewloie-inatcHea, 
prove happy. Eve was lik* a filly child, and Adam 
was not liioeb enlightened. When such people com* 
together, their being amorous is to no purpose, fnr 
their affections must necessarily be short-lived. Id 
the transports of their lova, they form anpematnral 
ill eis of each other : the man thinks his mistress an 
angel, because she is handsome; and she is enraptu- 
red with the merits of her lover, because he adores 
her. Ihe Iirs> decay of her completion, deprives bev 
of his adoration; and 'he husband, being no longer 

adorer, becomes hateful to her, who had no other 
da ti on for her love. Ry degrees \b.«^ ^row fc«- 
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gustfnl 10 each other, and, after the example qf our 
first parrots, thry do not fad to reproach each other 
with the crime of their mutual imbecility- After in- 
difference, contempt comes apace, and they are con- 
vinced that ih^ymust hate each other, because Usey 
are married. Their smallest defects swell in i 
other's view, and they grow blind to those charms 
which, in any other object, would affect them. A 

e founded merely on sensation can lie al 
tended with no other consequences, 

A man, when he marries the object of his affec- 
tions, should forget tjinl she appears to him adora- 
ble, and should consider hrr merely as a mortal i 
ject to disorders, capriie, and ill-temper; he sboniJ 
arm himself with fortitude to hear the loss of her 
beamy, and should provide himself with a fund of 

ion even of the highest 

understanding and the greatest equanimity. The 

wife, on the olher bund , should nut cipect a couti- 

te of adulaiion aud obedience; she should 

:rself to obey in her turu with a good graii 

very difficult to attain, and consequently 

hoald endeavoor to revive 
is by the solidity and good 



, are united by indissoluble bonds, all nx 
smiles upon them, and the most common appear de- 
lightful. In my opinion, such a life is infinitely more 




fa»rry » 
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happy 11 ml more voluptuous I lull [he mini rtti iihiug 
and best regulated gallantry. 

is capable «f reflection can con- 
ndn a gallant in no oiher light than tlial of ■ se- 
ducer who would take advantage of her weakness lo 
procure * momentary pleasure at the expeuce of her 
glory, htr peace, hei honour, arnt perhaps her life 
A highwayman who claps a pistol to yoor breast, lo 
too you of your purse, is less dishonest anil less 
guilty -, and I Lave so good an opinion of myself at 
to believe ttiat, if I wan a mau.I sboolil he as capable 
of assuming the character of an assassin, as that of 
drilling an honest woman esteemed in ihe world, and 
happy in her husband, by inspiring her with a pas- 
sion (o which she must sacrifice her hanour, brr 
tranquility, aud her virtue. 

Should I make her despicable, who appears amiable 
m m v eyes P should I reward her tenderness by iins- 
Itiug her abhorred by her family, by rendering her 
children indiifereut to her, and hrr husijatid detest- 
able? I believe that these rriu'tlions wonjd have ap 
peared to me in as strong a light as if my sex bad 
uul rendered them excusable in such cases; and 1 
hope that I ahonld have had more sense than lu 
imagine vice the less vicious because it is the fashion 

A', B. I am much pleased mth the Turkish mau- 
OBMI a pimple, though ignorant, yet in tuy judgment 
estreraely pohle. A gallant convicted of having de- 
bauched a married worn an is regarded as a 
beiug,and held in ihe same abhorrence as a 
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with us. He is certain of never making his fortune,, 
and they would deem it scandalous to confer any 
considerable employment on a man suspected of 
having committed snch enormous injustice. 

What wculd these moral people think of our anU- 
knights errant, who are ever in pursuit of adventure* 
to reduce innocent virgins to distress, and to rob vir- 
tuous women of their honour ; who regard beauty, 
youth, rank, nay virtue itself, as so many incentives 
which enflame their desires , and render their ef forth 
more eager ; and who, priding themselves in the 
glory of appearing expert seducers, forget that, with, 
all their endeavours, they can only acquire the se- 
cond rank in that noble order, the devil having long 
since been in possession of the first. 

Our barbarous manners are so well calculated 
for the establishment of vice and wretchedness, which 
are ever inseparable, that it requires a degree of an* 
dersta riding and sensibility infinitely above the com- 
mon to relish the felicity of n marriage such as I have 
described. Nature is so weak and so prone to change, 
that it is difficult to maintain the best grounded con- 
stancy in the midst of those dissipations which our 
ridiculous customs have rendered unavoidable. 

It must pain an amorous husband to see his wife 
take all the fashionable liberties , it seems harsh not 
to allow them ; and, to be conformable, be is reduced 
to the necessity of letting every one take them that 
will, to hear her ifitpart'the charms of her under- 
standing toall the world, to see her display her bosom 
at noon day, to behold her bedeck herself for the ball 
aud for the play, and attract a thousand and a thou- 
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sand adorers, and listen to the insipid flattery of a 
thousand and a thousand coxcombs. Is it possible to 
preserve an esteem for such a creature, or, at least, 
must not her value be greatly diminished by such a 
commerce ? 

I must still resort to the maxims of the East, where 
the most beautiful women are content to confine the 
power of their charms to him who has a right to 
enjoy them ; and they are too sincere not to con- 
fess that they think themselves capable of exciting 
desires. 

I recollect a conversation that I had with a lady of 
great quality at Constantinople ( the most amiable 
woman I ever knew in my life, and with whom I after 
wards contracted the closest friendship ): she frankly . 
acknowledged that she was satisfied with her hus 
band. What libertines, said she, you Christian ladies 
are .' You are permitted to receive visits from as many 
men as you think proper, and your laws allow you 
the unlimited use of love and wine. I assured her 
that she was wrong informed, and that it was a» 
criminal to listen to, or to love, any other than our 
husbands. « Your husbands are great fools, she re- 
« plied smiling, to be content with so precarious a 
« fidelity. Your necks, your eyes, your hands, your 
« conversation, are all for the publick; and what do 
« you pretend to reserve for them? Pardon me, my 
« pretty sultana, she added, embracing me : I have a 
■ strong inclination to believe all that you tell me. 
« but yon would impose impossibilities upon me. I 
« know the filthiness of the infidels. I perceive that 
« you are ashamed, and I will say no more. • 
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TIK KfD OF TIE LITTII*. 



VERSES 



in ihE Kudcii ai Pes*, overlooking 
CoBSTiBimoPLE, December aG, 1718, 

Hy Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE. 

ijfivs. me, great God, saiii I, I little farm, 

In summer shady, and in winter warm: 

Where a clear spriu^ gives birth 10 innrin'ring brooks, 

By nature gliding ilown ihr ni.'isjy rocks, 

Wot artfully by leaden pipes convey "d, ~i 

Or greatly falling in a foru'd cascade, f- 

Pure aud unsullied winding Ihro' the shade. J 

All-bounteous Heav'u bas added to uiy pray'r, 

A softer climate and a purer air. 

Our frozen, isle now chilling winter binds, 
Deforui'dby rains, and rouijli with blasting winds; 
The wilber'd wuods grow white with hoary frost. 
By driving storms their verdant beanty loM; 
The trembling birds their irnlli-ss invert shun, 
And seek, in distant climes a warmer sun ; 
The water-nymphs their silent nrns deplore, 
Kv'o Thames benuiuin'd 's a river now no more : 
The barren meads no longer yield delight, 
Ily glist'ring snows made painful to the sight. 

Here .summer ici-iis wiih unr eternal smile, 
ivilin^ juir vests Ideas the ha 
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Bui m the parent rose decays anil die), 
The infant buds wilL blighter colon™ rise. 
And with fresh MEM the mother's Mai supplies. ) 
Near then) tlie violet grows frith odours blest. 
And bl&oms in mote than Tyriau purple drest. 
i'he rich jonquil- tln-ir itd1J.it lira ins display. 
And shine in glories emulating day. 
The n 'aceful yroves their verdant leaves retain , } 
The stream* still murmar, nndefdM with rata, t 

And tow'ring preens adorn the fruitful plain. J 

The warbling kind uninterrupted sing, 
Warin'd with euj'-ivinrnn ol perpetual spring. 

Here, at my window, I at on;e survey 
The crouded city and resounding sea; 
In distant urns ilie Asian mountains rise, 
And lose their snowy snmmils in the skies : 
Above those mouuhms prou'l i llvinpiis tow'rs. 
The pailinnienlal seat of heavenly pow'ra. 
New to the siplii my ravish'd eyes admire 
Each gilded rreseenl and earn anliijse spire; 

The marble mosque., bo Hi (thaw ample domes 

Fierce warlike saltans -slop in peaceful tombs ; 
loose lofty structures, Once the Christian's boast. 
Their names, their beauty, and their honours lost ; 
Those aliars bright with gold and sculptor* grac'd, 
liy li.nli'i'diisical ni sjuiji- foes ilrfac'd; 
Sophia alone hec ancient name retains, 
Tho' unbelieving mm lirr shrine profanes ; 
Where holy saints have died in saered cells, 
Where monarch* pray'.l the frar.tU:k dcrvise dwell*. 
How art thon foll'ii, imperial city, lowl 
Where are ihy hopes of Kuman glory now? 
Where are thy palaces hy p relates rais'd, 

in artists all I heir skill display'd, 
the happy sciences decay'd: 
that youthful Vro^inii^VwuiTeKde; 
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So splendid, to content a patriarch's pride ; 
Convents where emperors profess' d of old, 
Their labour'd pillars that their triumphs told? 
Vain monuments of them that once were great, 
Snnk nndistinguish'd by one common fate ; 
One little spot the tenure small contains, 
Of Greek nobility the poor remains. 
Where other Helens, with like pow'rful charms, 
Have once engag'd tjie warring wcflrld in arras ; 
Those names which royal ancestors can boast, 
In mean mechanick arts obscurely lost ; 
Those eyes a second Homer might inspire, 
Fix'd at the loom destroy their useless fire. 

Griev'd at a view which struck upon my mind 
The short-liv'd vanity of human kind, 
In gaudy objects I indulge my sight, 
And turn where eastern pomp gives gay delight. 
See the vast train in various habits drest, 
By the bright scymitar and sable vest, 
The proud vizier distinguish'd o'er the rest ; 
Six slaves in gay attire his bridle hold, 
His bridle rich with gems, and stirrups golo ; 
His snowy steed auora'd with costly pride, 
Whole troops of soldiers mounted by his side, 
These top the plumy crest Arabian coursers guide 
With artful duty all decline their eyes, 
No bellowing shouts of noisy csouds arise ; 
Silence in solemn state the march attends, 
'Till at the dread divan the slow procession emU 

Yet not these prospects all profusely gay, 
The gilded navy that adorns the sea, 
The rising city in confusion fair, 
Magnificently form'd irregular ; 
Where woods and palaces at once surprise, 
Gardens on gardens, domes on domes arise, 
And endless beauties tire the wand'ring eyes ; 
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So sooth my wishes, or so charm my mind, 

As this retreat secure from human kind. 

No knave's successful craft does spleen excite, 

No coxcomb's tawdry splendour shocks my sight, 

No mob-alarm awakes my female fear, 

No praise my mind, nor envy hurts my ear. 

Ev'n fame itself can hardlv reach me here : 

Impertinence with all her tattling train, 

Fair-son tiding flattery's delicious bane ; 

Censorious folly, noisy party-rage, 

The thousand tongues with which she must engage, 

Who dares have virtue in a vicious age. 



! 



VER SES 

TO THE 

Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE; 

By Mr. Pope, 

I. 

X k beauty or wit, 

No mortal as yet 
To question your empire has dar'd ; 

Bat men of discerning, 

Hare thought that, in learning, 
To yield to a lady was hard. 

II. 

Impertinent schools, 

With musty dull rules, 
Hare reading to females denied ; 

So Papits refuse 

The bible to use , 
Lest flocks should be wise as their guide 

III. 

'Twas a woman at first, 

(Indeed she was curst) 
In knowledge that tasted delight ; 

And sages agree, 

The law should decree 
To the first possessor the right. 

a3 
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rv. 

Then bravely, fair dame* 
Renew the old ciainu 

Which, to your waole sex does tubing 
Ami let them ieiei » e 
From a second bright Etc, 

The knowledge of right and of wrong. 

V. 

Bat If the last Eve 
Hard doom did receive, 

When, only one appie bad she* 

What a punishment new 
Shall be found oat for you, 

Who tasting have robb'd die whole nree? 



POEMS 



BY 

Lady MARY WORTLEY MONTAGUE. 



TOWN ECLOGUESo 

MOJNDAY. 

R OX AN A, or The Drawing-room. 

XV ox aw a from the court retiring late, 
Sigh'd her soft sorrows at St. James's gate. 
Such heavy thoughts lay brooding in her breast, 
Not her own chairmen with more weight oppressed ; 
They groan the cruel load they're doom'd to bear ; 
She in these gentle sounds express'd her care. 

« Was it for this, that I these roses wear, 
Tor this new set the jewels for my hair? 
Ah, princess .' with what zeal have I pursu'd.' 
Almost forgot the duty of a prude. 
Thinking I never could attend too soon. 
I've miss'd my prayers, to get me dress'd by noon. 

(i) Of these six eclogues, four only were written by 
lady Mary Wortley Montague. Thursday, the Bahbtto 
Table, and Friday, the Toilettx, being the P rod — 
tions of Mr. Pope and Mr. Gay. 
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for thee, ah.: what far due did I 

JH pie*— res, DMrinni . ail that e'er 

I sacnnW'd both auidesty ami ease. 

Left ooexae and went to filthy playa : 

Double eufrmhes ahoek'd orr sender 

Yet ffoi this fiar thee I choae to bear. 

la. glowine; yoatiu when natnre bida he garj T 

And eVry joy ol life before me lay. 

By honour prosftpned.and by pride ^jstraiafd, 

ThepU miih i o/ the yotmg; nry aonl 

I sought, and with a nur 1 sev 
ay neigh hewm, and said dairy pray Y. 
AIaa!howehanefd: — wirTi iTm im in ■!■■■■ 
That once I pray^Uhe JThmt^t je<altt ( i J r^ m 
Ah , eroel princes*, for thy sake I've lost 
That repotition rhich so dear had cost; 
I, who avoided er'ry pnblick place. 
When bloom and beauty hade me show my hec ; 
If ow near thee constant eVry night abide 
With never-failing daty by thy side. 
Myself and daughters standing on a row, 
To all the foreigners a goodly show ' 
Oft had your drawing-room been sadly thin, 
And merchants' wives close bv the chair been 
Had not I amply fill'd the empty space, 
And sav'd yoar highness from the dire disgrace. 

« Tet Coqaetilla*s artifice prevails, 
When all my merit and my daty fails : 
That CoqaetilJa, whose deluding airs 
Corrupts oar virgins, and oar youth insnares; 
So sank her character, so lost her fame. 
Scarce visited before yoar highness came : 
Yet for the bed-chamber 'tis her yon chnse, 
When zeal and fame and virtue yon refuse. 

( i) A farce, by Mt.G*j. 
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Ah ! worthy choice ! not one of all your train 

Whom censure blasts not, and dishonours stain. 

Let the nice hind now suckle dirty pigs, 

And the proud pea-hen hatch the cuckoo's eggs ! 

Let Iris leave her paint and own her age, 

And grave Suffolk^ wed a giddy page J 

A greater miracle is daily view'd, 

A virtuous princess with a court so lewd. 

« I know thee, court ! with all thy treacherous wiles, 
Thy false caresses and undoing smiles J 
Ah ? princess , learn' d in all the courtly arts 
To cheat our hopes, and yet to gain our hearts .' 

« Large lovely bribes are the great stateman's aim ; 
And the neglected patriot follows fame. 
The prince is ogled ; some the king pursue ; 
But your Roxana only follows you. 
Despis'd Roxana, cease, and try to find 
Some other, since the princess proves unkind : 
Perhaps it is not hard to find at rourt, 
If not a greater, a more firm support. » 



TUESDAY, 

St James's Coffee-House, 

SILLIANDER and PATCH. 

Ihou, who so many favours hast receiv'd, 
Wond'rous to tell, and hard to be believ'd, 
Oh ! H , to my lays attention lend ; 
Hear how two lovers boastTngly contend, 
Like thee successful, such their bloomy youth, 
Renown'd alike for gallantry and truth. 

St. James's bell had tolVd some wcexOfcss \tv v 
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( As tatter'd riding-hoods alone could sin ) 

The happier sinners now their charms pnt oat, 

And to their mantaas their complexions suit; 

The op'ra qneens had finish'd half their faces. 

And city dames already taken places ; 

Fops of all' kinds, to see the lion, rnn ; 

The beauties stay till the first act's begun, 

And beans step home to put fresh linen on. 

No well-dress' d youth in coffee-house remain'd, 

But pensive Patch, who on the window lean'd; 

And Silliander, that alert and gay, 

First pick'd his teeth, and then began to say. 

SlLI.IA.iriJ EH. 

Why all these sighs ; ah .' why so pensive grown? 
Some cause there is, why tb as you s«t alone. 
Does hapless passion all this sorrow move? 
Or dost t^pu envy where the ladies love? 

PATCH. 

If, whom they love my envy must pursue, 
'Tis true, at least, I never envy you. 

8H.LIA.HDER. 

No, I'm unhappy — you are in the right — 
"fis you they favour, and 'tis me they s?ight. 
Yet I could tell, but that I hate to boast, 
A club of ladies where 'tis me they toast 

FITCH. 

Toasting does seldom any favour prove ; 
Like us, they never toast the thing they love. 
A certain duke one night ray health begun ; 
With cheerful pledges round the room it run, 
'Till the young Silvia, press'd to drink it too.. 
Started and vow'd she knew not what to do : 
What, drink a fellow's health .' she died with shame : 
Tet blush'd whenever she pronounc'd my name. , 

SILLIANDER. ' 

111 fates pursue me, may I never find 



BY LADY MONTAGUE. a 7 i 

The dice propitious, or the ladies kind, 
If fair Miss Flippy 's fan I did not tear, 
And one from me she condescends to wear. 

PATCH. 

Women are always ready to receive ; 
"lis then a favour when the sex will give. 
A lady ( but she is too great to name ) 
Beauteous in person, spotless in her fame, 
With gentle stragglings let me force this ring ; 
Another day may give another thing. 

8ILLIAKDER. 

I could say something — see this billet-doux — 
And as for presents — look upon my shoe — 
These buckles were not fore'd, uor half a theft, 
But a young countess fondly made the gift. 

PATcn. 
My countess is more nice, more artful too, 
Affects to fly, that I may fierce pursue : 
This snuff-box which I begg'd, she still denied, 
And when I strove to snatch it, seem'd to hide ; 
She laugh'd and fled, and as I thoaght to seize, 
With affectation cram'd it down her stays. 
Yet hoped she did not place it there unseen : 
I press'd her breasts, and pull'd it from between, 

S1LLUKDEK. 

Last night, as I stood ogling of her grace, 
Prinking delicious poison from her face, 
The soft enchantress did that face decline, 
Nor ever rais'd her eyes to meet with mine ; 
With sudden art some secret did pretend, 
Lean'cVcross two chairs to whisper to a friend, 
While the stiff whalebones with the motion rose, 
And thousand beauties to my sight expose. 

PATCH. 

Early thjs morn — ( but I was asVd to come ) 
I drank bohea in Olia's dressing-rooM> : 
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Warm from her bed, to me alone within; 
Her night-gown fasten'd with a single pin ; 
Her night-cloaths tumbled with resistless grace, 
And her bright hair play'd careless round her face ; 
Reaching the kettle made her gown unpin, 
She wore no waistcoat , and her shift was thin. 

SILLIAHDER. 

See Titian* driving to the park ! 
Hark .' let us follow, 'tis not yet too dark , 
In her, all beauties of the spring are seen : 
Her cheeks are rosy, and her mantle green* 

PATCH. 

See,Tintoretta to the op'ra goes. 1 

Haste, or the crowd will not permit our bows : 

In her, the glory of the hcav'ns we view : 

Her eyes are star-like, and her mantle blue. ^ " 

8ILLUNDER. 

What colour does in Celia's stockings shine ? 
Reveal that secret, and the prize is thine. * ,:: 

PATCH. 

What are her garters ? tell me if you can ; --- - - 

I'll freely own thee far the happier man. 

Thus Patch continued his heroick strain, 
While Silliander but contends in vain. 
After a conquest so important gain'd, 
UnrivalTd Patch in ev'ry ruelle reigned. 



i , 
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'J' 

WEDNESDAY. 

The TeteJrtetc. 

DANCINDA. 

« JM o, fair Dancinda, no ; yoa strive in vain 

To calm my care, and mitigate my pain ; 

If all my sighs, my cares can fail to move, 

Ah ! sooth me not with fruitless vows of love. » 

Thus Strephon spoke. Dancinda thus replied: 

What must I do to gratify your pride P 

Too well yon know ( ungrateful as thou art ) 

How much you triumph in this tender heart : 

What proof of love remains for me to grant P 

Yet still you teize me with some uew complaint. 

Oh! would to heav'nl — but the fond wish is vain — 

Too many favours had not made »t plain .' 

But such a passion breaks through all disguise ; 

Love reddens on my cheek, and wishes in my eyes. 

Is't not enough ( inhuman and unkind .' ) 

I own the secret conflict of my mind? 

You cannot know what secret pain I prove, 

When I with burning blushes own I love. 

You see my artless joy at your approach ; 

I sigh, I faint, I tremble at your touch ; 

And in your absence all the world I shun ; 

I hate mankind, and curse the cheering sun. 

Still as 1 fly, ten thousand swains pursue ; 

Ten thousand swains I sacrifice to you. 

I shew you all my heart without disguise : 

But these are tender proofs that you despise — 

I see too wejl what wishes you pursue ; 
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THURSDAY. 
The Bmisette-tabU. (i) 
SMILI5DA,CA&DELIA,and LOVE 

rj, CIIDIIU. 

Lai bsssette-table spread , the taflier coane ; 
Why stays Smilimta ia the dressing room ? 
Rise, pensiTe oyaiph ! the ullier waits for yoc. 

IIILIIDi. 

▲h .' madam , since my Sharper is untrue, 

I joyless make my once ador'd aipieau 

I %m % him stand behind OmbrebVs chair, 

And whisper with that soft deluding air, 

And those feign'dsigns,which cheat the list *aJng fair 

CAK DELIA. 

Is this the cause of your roroantick strains ? 
A mightier grief my heavier heart sustains. 
As yon by Love, so I by Fortune cross'd, 
In one bad deal three septlevas have lost. 

IMILIJTDi. 

Is that the grief which yon compare to mine ? 
With ease the smiles of Fortune I resign : 
Would all my gold in one bad deal were gone ; 
Were lovely Sharper mine, and mine alone. 



(i) Only this, of all the Town Eclogues, was & 
Pope's, and is printed from a copy corrected by h 
own hand. The humour of it lies in this happy ci 
\ cumstance, that the one is in Uve with the Game, ai 

the other with the Sharper. 
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And prudent nymphs against thai change prepare. 
The knave of cinbs ihrit.e lost: oh! who could guess 
J his fatal stroke ! this unforeseen distress. 1 



Bycards'ill usage, or by 

Tell, loll your grief] 
1 hough him is precious, and I want some tea. 

Heboid this ■v|oi|.:i^i , lit Mulliirs wronpht, 
Willi 11 fly guineas ( a -r;':il |H -on'orih !) Ii.irij.dit. 
See on the Inotl.-piiok, Mirs and '.inpid strive; 
And both the stfajraliajj figures vein alive. 
Upon the linllom shines the ijiircu's bright face; 
A myrtle foliage round the ili.rnble ease. 
Jove, Jove himself, does on the seissavs shine; 
The metal, and the work man ship divine! 

This snnff-boi;,. once the pledge of Sbnrpri 

When rival beaut irs foi the [ireieni slrovr: 

At Corlicelli's he the jafQe won : 

Then first his passion was in nubliek shown 

Haiardia blnsh'd, and tura'd her brad aside, 

A rival's envy ( all in rain ) to hide. 

This snuff-boi— on the hinge see briltanls s 

This stiuff-boi will I stake; the priie 

Aht! far lesser losses than I bear 
Have marie t soldier sigh, a 




\ 
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A And oh .' what makes the disappointment h 

'Twas my own lord that drew the fatal c*rd 
In complaisance I took the queen he g*ve; 
Though my own secret wish was for the kV»« 
The knave won Sonic a which I had chose; 
And the next pull, my sept leva I lo«e. 

8MILIVDA. 

But ah ! what aggravates die killing smart, 
The cruel thought that stabs me to the heart ; 
This curs'd Ombrelia, this undoing fair, 
Ry whose vile arts this heavy grief I bear ; 
She, at whose name I .shed these spiteful tears, 
She owes to me the very charms she wears. 
An awkward thing when first she came to town, 
Her shape unfashion'd, and her face unknown : 
She was my friend, I taught her first to spread 
Upon her sallow cheeks enliv'ning red. 
I introduced her to the park and plays ; 
And by my interest, Cosins made her stays. 
Ungrateful wretch ! with mimick airs grown pert, 
She dares to steal my fav'rite lover's heart. 

CIRDELIi. 

Wretch that I was ! how often have I swore, 
When Winnal tallied, I would punt no more? 
T know the bite, yet to my ruin run ; 
And see the folly, which I cannot shun. 

SMILIXDA. 

How many maids have Sharper's vows deceived ! 
How many curs'd the moment they believ'd ! 
Tet his known falsehoods could no warning prov 
Ah ! what is warning to a maid in love ? 

c AI\ DELIA. 

Rut of what marble must that breast be form'd, 
To gaz« on Bassette, and remain nnwarm'd ? 
When kings, queens, knaves, are set in decent rax 
Ezpos'd in glorious heaps the tempting bank : 
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Guineas, half-guineas, all the shining train ; 
The winner's pleasure and the loser's pain, 
In bright confusion open rouleaux lie ; 
They strike the soul . and glitter in the eye. 
Fir'd by the sight, all reason I disdain ; 
My passions rise, and will not hear the rein. 
Look upon bassette, you who reason boast ; 
And see if reason must not there be lost. 

SM ILIIfDl. 

What more than marble must that heart compose, 

Can hearken coldly to my Sharper's tows ? 

That when he trembles, when his blushes rise, 

When aweful love seems melting in his eyes? 

With eager beats his Mechlin cravat moves: 

He loves, I whisper ro myself, he loves I 

Such unfeign d passion in his looks appears, 

I lose all mem'ry of my former fears : 

My panting heart confesses all his charms, 

[ yield at once, and sink into his arms. 

Think of that moment, yon who prudence boast; 

For such a moment, prudence well were lost. 

GARDELU. 

A t the groom-porter's, batter'd bullies play, 
Some dukes at Ma r\ bone bowl time away. 
But who the bowl, or rattling dice compares 
To basset te's heav'niy joys, and pleasing cares ? 

SMI LIN DA. 

Soft Simplicetta doats upon a beau ; 
Prudina likes a man, and laughs at show. 
Their several graces in my Sharper meet: 
Strong as the footman, as the master sweet. 

LOVEIT. 

Cease your contention, which has been too long ; 
I grow impatient, and the tea's too strong. 
Attend, and yield to what I now decide : 
The equipage shall grace Smilinda*s side; 
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snuff-hoi lo Cardelia I d* 
Mow leaie cooiplainiiig, ami b 
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FRIDAY. 

Z7« ZWette. 
LTDIi. 
enty springs had cloauVd thu park with 



Since Lydia knew the blossoms of fifteen; 
No lovers now her nioroing hours molest ; 
And catch her at her tonetle half undrcst. 
The lliuiid'ring knocker wakes llie street do 
Nor chairs, nor coaches croud the silent doo 
Nor at the window all her mornings pass, 
Or at the dumb devotion ofherglass. 
Reeliu'd upon her arm she pensi. 
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- O yonth ! o spring of life for 
No more my name shall reign the fav'rite toast; 
On glass no mote ihc diamond yijye thy inline, 
And lines mis-sprll record my lover's flame : 
Mar shall side-boxes watch UJ w and 'ring syes. 
And, as they raich a glance, in rows arise 
With humble Lows; nor wliite-.^lov'd bea us encroach 
la crowds behind, to gHOid tue lo my coacb. 

■ Whatsitall I do toapeml the hateful day? 
At cbapel shall I wear Ihe nuun awayP 
Who there appeals ;it liien- uumtidisli hours. 
But aneieut mtfUM "Mj il.i-ii frilled tow 'is, 
is tDaids P M 



Amidtt Ihnt 
Not am I yel so old, r 



.nl.i ... 



is m^ glance 
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el lii'd wholly ou 1levoti.11 
Strait then I'll dress, and take my wonted ranye 
Through India shops, to Mottcui, or the Change, 
Where tbe lall jar sreoia its stately pride. 
With .mill k shapes ha China's azure dy'd; 
There careless lies a rich brotml* uurnil'd, 
Hern i] lines acnbiiiei wiih linraish'd gold. 
Dul then, alas! 1 inns; he fore'd lo pay, 
And bring no penn'orths, not a Tan away ! 

" How am 1 curs'd, unhappy and forlorn ! 
Mv lover's Triumph, and my sex's scorn 1 
False Is the pompous grief of yonJhfal heirs ; 
l'\ilje are the loose voqopt's inveigling airs; 
False is tbe e.i.'iliv rauiiii r's ptlgliletl word; 
1'alse are the dice whim ^.-imiulrrs a lamp ibe board \ 
■i-htljw.riow'apoblitktean 



Yet 1 1 
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■ For What young furl, base man, am 1 abua'd r" 
Jo please yoar wife ami unkindly os'd? 
"lis true, her face may boast the peach's bloom ; 
Bnt does her nearer whisper hii-.iibe perfume? 
I own her taper shape i* lorni'd Id please: 
I', i.i don't you see her un.-onlin'd by stays i 
She duuhlv to Eifleei. may claim pretence; 
Alike we rend it in hei face end sense. 
Insipid, servile thing '. whom I disdain 1 
Her phlegm fin bent support tin- marriage chain. 
Damon is practised in the modish life ; 
Can hate, and yet hi civil to his wife; 
He games, he drinks, he swears, he lights, he roues \ 
Yet Chloe can believe he fondly loves. 
Mistress aod wife by turns supply his need; 
A miss for pleasure, and ■ wife for breed, 
"owdcr'd with diamonds, free from spleeu or uore, 
She can ■sullen husband's humour bear. 
Her crcd'lons friendship, ind her AvpA wan* 






Have often been my jcM in happier days ; 
Now l.hloe boasls and triumphs in my paiua; 
To her lie's Faithful: 'lis iu uie he feigns. 
Am 1 that stupid thiug To bear neglect. 
And forte a snide, nol doH&g to (respect? 
Nil, [n-rjur'il man ! a wife may be content ; 
Bui you sball h'nd a mistress ran resent ». 

Tho* lore-sick Lydiarav'd; her maid appears, 
And in her faithful band ibe Land -hex hears; 
( The cestui iliat rel'ouu'd ificftiiiiaulJore 
Nol heller fill'd with what allur'u to love ) 
■ How well lhi> til h.ui.i's glo^s becomes yonr fa.e 
( She erics in rapture ) ibeu, au sijcelalace! 
How charmingly you look .'so bright 1 so fair! 
'lis to your eyes Ibe head-dress ones ila air! ■ 
■Strait Lyiiia smii'd; the coin!] adjusts her locha ■. 
And at the play-house Harry keeps her box. 



S AT U II DAY. 

The Small-Pox. 

I'LAVIA. 

lm wretched Klavia, ou her nouch rerlin'd. 
Thus brealn'd the angniah ol a wounded mind : 
A ^laas reversal in her right band she hore ; 
(■'or now she shun'd ihe face she sought before. 

« How am lehat^'d ! alas! how am I grown 
A ! L-.^tuful spectre. 10 in v.*Hf unknown! 
Where's my complexion? where my radiant bloom, 
That nromiiH! happiness for years to come? 
Then with what pleasure I this face survey'd! 
To look once more. my visits nfi delay'd! 
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i lharm'd wilh the viiwv,a fresher red woald rise, 

.Vuil n new life .i]i;>J '.pail.liiiir ■ i "itMiiv eyesl 

■ Ah ! faithle&a glass, my wanted bloom restore 
Alas I I rave | thatblooni is now no more! 

■ ■ I ■ - ! . ■■■■■.. 

Ev'u youth itself 10 me is useless now. 
There was a lime ( oh .' that i could forget ! J 
When nfi'i.i-tirlitis punr'i] before my Icet; 
And at ilie rinp, where brightest beau lies shiur. 
The earliest /■berries of the sjiriii{> wire mine. 
WltMSfc, Lilly ; anil Ibon, Motlenx, It!) 
How iimr ii japan tbise rye* have made ye sell. 
With what cuutempt ye saw me oft despise 
The humble offer of the riffled pita ! 
For at i lie raftle std! each prize 1 bore, 
Will] scorn rejected, nr will] triumph wore! 
How beauty's fled, and presents are im fh..™' 
■■ l-'nr me the patriot lias the house forsook, 
And left debates to catch ;i passing look : 
For me the soldier has soil verses writ ; 
the bean has aitii'd to he a wit ; 



le the I 
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The gamester Il.is fur mp Lin dijn deluy'd. 
And overseen the card he would have phiyd ; 
The hold and b m^bij i.i success made vain, 
Aw'il by my eyes, have, trembled to complain : 
The bashful sipiite, touch' d by a wish nnknow 

Kir' J by one wish, nil did alike adore : 
How beauty's lied, md loTtnare no more.' 

• As round the room I turn mv weeping eves, 
New unaffected Irenes of sorrow'rise. 
Far Eroni mv .sight that killing picture hear, 
The face disfigure, and the canvass tear: 
That | ik tu re, which with pride I us'd to show. 
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While hours unheeded pass'd in deep dehale, 
How carls should fall, or where a patch 10 plats 
If blue or scarlet best became my face ; 
Now on sonic happier uviiipli \imr aid Jientow ; 
Ou fairer heads, ye useless jewels, "low .' 
No borron'd Li-liv Bin my oibaj Bu restore, 
Beaut; is lied, and dress is now no morel 
. Ye meaner beauties, I permit ye shine; 



'Ti»W 
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Would pitying h< 

Ye still might move uuthought of and unseen: 

hu( oh, how vain, how >v n't i lied is the hoast 

Ofbeaaty faded, and of empire lost! 

What now is left but weeping, to deplore 

My beauty fled, and empire now no more? 

• Te cruel chytuisu, what withheld your aid 
Oinld no pomatums save a trembling maidp 
How false and trilling is that art ye boast ! 
No art can give me back my beamy lost. 
In tears, surrounded by mv friends I lay, 
Mask'd o'er, and treitibledat the sight of day ; 
Miriuillio came my fortune to deplore, 
( A golden-beadeil eane well larv'd Lahore) 
Con] ills, be cried, my spirits must restore! 
Beauty is fled, and spirit is no more ! 

i Galen Ibe grove, officious Squirt, was then 
W.i h fruitless i;rit-f anil unavailing core: 
Ms'irluioii Ino. iln- ^rent fdarhiion, known 
ISy his red clonk and bis superior frown; 
And wLv, lie cried, ihis gi-ii-f uud Ibis despair, 
Yoo shall again be well, again be fair; 
llelieve my oath i( with that on oath he >*< 
False was his oitli ; my Ireanty it no more.' 
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l, hapless maid, uu more thy tale pursue 
mankind, and bill the world adieu J 
'Muiiarrlis and tii-iLiTlJi:.H ruin -villi ef'Ytal sway; 
All strive to serve, anil glory to obey : 
Alike anpitii'd ulj 1-11 i1i^ji,h"lJ I hey ^row — 
Men mock llie idol of their former vow. 

■ Adieu, ye puijfn ! — in some obscure recess. 
Win 1 r.' ^rnllr ^Ircutli.s "ill weep 21 Uiv digress., 
Where uo false fiiend will in my jirief tnke pail, 
And mourn my rain with a joyful bear! ; 
Thorn lei me live in somfi deserted place. 
Then' liidt: iu sliiujes this JoM inglorious face. 

My toilette, patchct., all the world, adien .' 



VERSES (i) 
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1 « two large columns on tliy mottey page 
Where Roman wit is strip d with liugbsb 


age; 


ii llie first satire of the seeond bc.uk of Horace, imitate d 
by Mr. 1'npe, which were supposed to pgiut at lady 
Mary Worlley Monra B ue, under the name ol Sappho 
We find by the letters uf Mr. ['ope, iol,7, and those of 
lady Mary Worlley Montague, lately published, that * 
friendly corre.-poudiuire nine suli- i.-ird between these 
two witfl, which |.r..li.il»!h did T"i continue much lalei 



ostaiiccs rsWiu^ Vu A, w 



Where ribaldry to satire make* pretence. 

Ami mrjdrrn scandal rolls "it li undent sense: 
Whilst on one side we see how Horace thought, 
And i>n thcothei, how he never wrote [ 
Who can believe, who view the bin] and food. 
That the dull eopist better understood 
Thai spirit he pretends to imitate, 

' sretolbre that Creek he did translate ? 
e isjustsnch an image of his pen, 
.•thou thyself art of the sous of men: 

ar own sjjn-irs iu but ti'sqn- me traee, "J 

)5t likeness of the human race; £ 

Tim is at once resemblance and disgrace, j 

<hia distance of time, to discover. It is said in 
Mr. Pope's h{B(lii.-,sraf,fii.itlrilaniiiea,-liA.S, p. 34l3) 
that he was charged with propagating a scandalous re- 
port concerning her ladvship, which, it is added, per- 
haps he was nut quite clear of. The note to that life, in 
which this charge on the pnet is to be found, lias [he 
□ante ol Dr. VVarburtius annexed to it, and therefore, on 
his uudiovitr, may well be supposed not without founda- 
tion. If a coujecluri' ni.iv ]j. allowed, il i' not improbable 
Uiat this was ttieocrnsinr, of their difference. With respect 
to the lines which produced these verses. Mr. Tope, in 
his letter to lord Betray, vol. H, p. Iflfi, absolutely diE- 
elaiins any intention t>['ii|>plvii>}> them m IjiiIt Montague 
• In regard, says lie, to [lit i igbt honourable lady, yuur 
lordship s friend, I was far from designing ■ person of her 

pfio, a name pro'tituted to every huamoos creature tin 

name to her in any verse of mine, poblick or private, and. 
I firmly believe, not iu any letter or con^ersa " 
Wiiat de £*-.-i- of urettt l!i I BaSOveintlOn deserves II. 

IHr. Pipe wns not vprj scrupulous fn disowning 



] 
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Horace can laugh, is delicate, is clear ; 
You only coarsely rail, or darkly sneer : 
His style is elegant, his diction pure, 
Whilst none thy crabbed numbers can endure; 
Hard as thy heart, and as thy birth obscure. 

If he has thorns, they all on roses grow ; 
Thine like rude thistles, and mean brambles show, 
With this exception, that though rank the soilq 
Weeds as they.are, they seem produc'd by toil. 
Satire should, like a polish'd razor keen, 
Wound with a touch, that's scarcely felt or seen. 

r 

racter, when the opinion of the publick was not in his 
faTour. With equal, or more earnestness, he denied that 
the description of Timon's villa was designed to expose 
that of a certain nobleman. In which particular he has 
been unwarily given up by his commentator, who, in the 
following note on these lines, in the edition of 17^1, 
seems to acknowledge the fact. 

Another age shall see the golden ear 
(mbrown the slope, and nod on the parterre ; 
Deep harvests bury all his pride had plann'd, 
And laughing Ceres re-assume the land. 

Moral Epistle, iv, verse 17a. 

« Had the poet lived but three years longer, he had 
seen this prophecy fulfilled.* It is to be remembered that 
Canons was sold about the time here fixed upon, and 
therefore this question will naturally arise. What 'pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, if Mr. Pope had not that place in his 
mind while he was writing the before-mentioned epistle? 
The editor of his works, as if conscious that he had done 
no service to Mr. Pope's moral character, by the above 
note, has since altered it in the following manner. .Had 
the poet lived three years longer, he had seen his general 
prophecy against all ill-judged magnificence fulfilled 
in a very particular instance. » 
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ale scold's protection in offence. 
i as fair 1o heat who cannot fipht, 



Or give thy i 



raw's! ihv pen In aid the law, 
nl, or u rod, may draw, 
eiigeauce -yet thy crimes pursue, 
luyloldafJronLlbeirdue; 
akin w' " 



inbrokeu 
Unwhipt, unblanketed.nnkicked, 
That wrrtched little carcase jou retain ; J 

The reason is, not that the world wants eyes; 
Hut ihou'rl so mean, tbcy see, and thrv de-.pise. 
When fretful porcupine, with ranc'rnn's will, 
Vtom tuotmied Lack shoois forth a harmless qn ill. 
Cool ihe spectators stand ; and, all the nolle, 
Upon the angry lii tic monMer smile. 
1 bu, 'lis mill thee: — "kite impotentfy safe, 

■ Who bnt mnst laugh , this bully when be sees, 

■ A puny insect shivering at a breejeP ■ 
One over-match'd by cv'ry hlast oFwind, 
Insulting and provoking all mankind P 

Is this the thing lo keep mankind in awe, 
- To make those tremble who escape ihe law f > 
Is this the ridicule to live so long, 
• The deathless satire, and immortal sons ? - 
No: like thy selfblonn praise, ihy scandal flies . 
And, as we're lold of wasps, it stings and (lies. 

If none do yel return lb' intended blow, 
Ton all your safely to your dulnessowe: 
Hut whilst lux armour thy poor corpse defends, 
'Twill make thy readers few, as are thy friends j 
Those, who thy nature loath M. yel lov'd thy art, 
Who lik'd thy bead, and yel abhorx'd liy heart : 
t;bose tbee 10 read, but mrver to converse. 
And scorn'd in prose him whom ihey prii'dln vera 







1 h-a whilst inn mmum! kuaal n M»b ■ oh 
4Bdtnit IcxMt'auauJutFoarfiw: 
like the fint baU unwmj 1* liy Ic*. 

Ife'er b* thy Rnilt forgivej, or tarsal. 
Em u tboo bit'it.be laird bj uuakiniL 
And with the emblem of iliv crooked mind. 
Itarkd an thy bid, Use Cain, by God's oon hi 
Winder, like him . acenned throng'j Ihe land. 
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t'loir happy you! who varied joys purine; 

And ev'ry hour presents jou toiueihing new ] 
Plana, srLcnu.-s, and mo.UU, all Palladio'l air, 
For sii long months have fiaiud upon your heart 
Of colonnade*, of eoiri Jo res yon tall. 
I he windbag stair-ess: and 'h* co»er'd walk : 
Yon blend Itie orders witb Vitro'iaii toil. 
And raue with noud'rous [oy ibe fancied pile i 
Hot the dnll workman's slow performing hand 
Hut coldly execHle bis lord's command. 
With dirt and mortar soon yon go displeus'd i 
Planting succeeds, and avenues are riis'd; 
Canals are cut, and mountains level made; 



Ilow'rs of 
The shave 
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and galleriee of shade ; 



arf presents a lively green, 
i DC oorn nag flow'rs in mystick knots are seen 
With studied ari on nature you refine — 
The spring bthHil you Mm in this design; 
But scarce the cold attacks yonr fay 'rile trees, 
Your inclinations Tail, and wishes freete, 
Yon quit the grove so lately von admir'd ; 
With other views your eager hopes are fir'd. 
Post to the oity you direct yonr way, 
Not blooming paradise could bribe your stay : 

» Ambition shew* you power's brightest side ; 
'Tis meanly poor in solitnde to bide : 
Tbo' certain pains al tend the cares of stale, 
A gtod man owes hn country to be great; 
.Should act abroad a higk-distingnish'd part, 
Or shew at least Ihe purpose of his hi 
With Ihouffhu likr these the shiningt 



Ilofn, 



N ft* I 



week: 



Life is 



If.ir: 



And cold the dnll reward of fulore fame : 
Be happy I hen, while yet you have lo live; 
And love is all the blessing hcav'u can give. 
" ir'd hy new passions you address Ihe fair; 
vey theop'raaaa gay parterre : 
ing Chloe's bloom had made you certain ] 
for a side-long glance from Ceha'aeyea: 
ir heating heart acknowledged lier puu'i ; 
lr eager eyes her lovely form devour ; 
u feel [he poison swelling in your breast, 
r soul by fond desire possess'd. 
n dying sighs a long three hours are past ; 
" i some assembly with impatient haste, 
With trembling hope, and doubtful fear vou 
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Resolv'd :o tempt yonr fate, and own yonr love: 

fiat there flelinda rutrt. yon on the stairs; 

I-asy her shape, attracting all her airs : 

A smile she gives, and with a smile can wound; 

Her melting voice has mosiek in the sound; 

Htr ev'ry motion wears resistless grace; 

Here, while you vow eternity of love, 
Cliloe and Celia unregarded move. 

1'hns on the send of Africa's burning plains, 
However deeply made, no long impress remains, 
Tlie slightest leaf can Ir.ive its Figure there: 
Tie strongest form is scatter'd by the air. 
S'j yielding the warm temper of your mind, *i 

So toueh'd by ev'ry eye, so toss'd by wind : t 

Oh ) how unlike the heav'n my soul design'd 1 J 
Unseen, unheard, the throng around me move ; 
Not wishing praise, insensible of love: 
No whisper soften, 
Careless I see the d 

So num'rons herds are driven o'er the rock ; 
Mo print is left of all the passing stock : 
S'i sings tin' wind u round ilie solid htone: 
So nunty heal the waves with fruitless moan. 
Tedious the toil. and great the uorktnau's care. 
Who dare attempl to b imprrssiooa there: 
finl should some swain, more skilful than the rest, 
Engrave his name upon this marble l.rrnst, 
Sot rolling RgM could defac. 



Thro' all the i 
Tho'le 



is of life '■ 



dill the same: 

u a y sb a de t be gron nd, 
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tnoH ARTHUR GREY 


TaK POorM. B 


(>h 


After his Co 


ndemnatiou fo 


attempting a raj 




Riad. lovelj 


ymph, aD d 


remble not lore 




I Lave no more 








I ask not life, for life to me w 






And death a re f age from sev 


rer pain. 




My only hope 


n these last li 


cltrj; 




[ mm lil be pitied, and 1 then 


von Id die. 




Long had I L»'d as sordid 


s my fate. 
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ade me wait 
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so great adiffere 
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'1 i>! crjfovin^ his 


visits 


by any means bi 


t force. After 


erne resistance, t 
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endied die pislol from Lis hand (lie 
indicted and convicted of a bur 
MLed, for he was reprieved, and nfletwai 






*)< POEMS 

A servile slave : content with homely food, ", 

The gross instinct of happiness pursu'd: 

"South gaveme sleep at night, ami warmth of blood. ] 

Ambition jet hud never toueb'd my breast; ', 

My Willy master knew no sounder rest ; 

With labour healthy, in o be die nee blest. J 

Tbat woiinding .lulling., 4 1 j :i t imaging mien ! 
Tlie mist of wretched education flies ; 
Shame, fear, desire, despair, and love arise ; t 

The new creation of those be.iuteous eyes. J 

I'.nt vM that love pursn'd tin guilty aim; 
Deep in my heart 1 hid the secret flame. 
I never hnp'd my fond de.nire to tell. 
And all my wishes were to serve yon well. 
Heav'nsl how i flew, when wing'd by yourcoiumaud 
And kiss'il Ibe letter* giv'n me by your hand! 
llow pleas' d, how proud, how fond was I to wail. 
Present the sparkling wine, or change the plate! 
How, wh°n yon sung, mysonl devour'd the sound, 
And ev'ry tense was in the rapture drown'd.' 
Tho' bid to go, I quite forgot 10 move ; 
— "¥df knew not that stupidity was love, 
lint oh 1 the torment not to be express's, 
The grief, the rage, the hell that flr'd this breast, 
When my great rivals, in cmbroid'ry gay, 
Sale by your side, or led yon from the play ! 
I still contriv'd near as 1 could lo stand, 
f The flambeau trembling in my shaking hand ) 
I saw, or thought I saw, those lingers presj'd", 
I'Yirthns their passion by my own I guess'd, 
id jealous fury all my s( 



Like i 



s,Loi 



mil iiidj-iiii 
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This is true passion in my eyes you see ; 
They cannot, no — they cannot love like me. 
Frequent debauch has pall'd their sickly taste ; 
Faint their desire, and in a moment past : 
They sigh not from the heart, but from the brain : 
Vapours of vanity, and strong champagne. 
Too dull to feel what forms like yours inspire, 
After long talking of their painted fire, 
To some lewd brothel they at night retire : 
There, pleas'd with fancied quality and charms, 
Enjoy your beauties in a strumpet's arms. 
Such are the joys those toasters have in view. 
And such the wit and pleasure they pursue : 
— And is this love that ought to merit you ? 
Each op'ra-night a new address begun, 
They swear to thousands what they swear to one. 
Not thus I sigh — but all ray sighs are vain — 
Jie, wretched Arthur, and conceal thy pain : 
'Tis impudence to wish, and madness to compla 

Fix'd on thi* view, my only hope of ease, 
I waited not the aid of slow disease: 
The keenest instruments of death I sought. 
And death alone employ'd my lab*ring thought. 
This all the night — when I remember well, 
The charming tinkle of your morning bell 2 
Fir'd by the sound, I hastened with your tea, 
With one last look to smooth the darksome way. — 
But oh! how dear that fatal look has cost! 
In that fond moment my resolves were lost. 
Uence all my guilt and all your sorrows rise. ~~- 
I saw the languid softness of your eyes ; 
I saw the dear disorder of your bed : 
Your cheeks all glowing with a tempting red; 
Your night-cloaths tumbled with resistless grace ; 
Your flowing huir play'd careless down your face ; 
Your night-gown fasten'd with a single pin ; 



in. J 






And hardly, har.lly I forbore ihe real: 

Eager to gate, unsatisfied with tight, 

ill head grew giddy with the near delight .' 

— Too wel' you km... the fetal folio win p night | 

lh' eitrcnieat proof of uij desire l give, 

Awl since you will not love, I will not live. 

Condemn 'd by you, I wail Ihe righteous doom. 

Careless and fe.irlr.is of tl;e woes to come. 

Rut when ion see me waver in the wind, 

Jly goihj fliiuir estiact, my soul resign'd. 

Sure you may pity what yon can't approve. 

The cruel consequence of furioui love. 

Think ihe bold wretch that could so greatly dare. 

Was tender, faithful, ardent, und.mcere: 

Think, when I held the pistol to your breaat, 

Had I been of the »orld'i large rule possesi'd. 

That world had then been ;ourx, und I been bleat! 

Think lhat my life was quite below my care. 

Nor fenr'd I nny hell beyoml despair. — 

If these reflections, ibcmgh tbey seiie yoo late, 
flive some compassion 'or your Arthur's faV;, 
Enough you give, nor ought I to complain; 
lira pay my pang), nor have I died in vain. 



AN ANSWER TO A LOVE-LETTER. 






_BY LADI MONTAGUE. 
Horn vile is man ! how I dries! their ways 
Of nrltnl falsliood, and designing praise! 
Tasteless, im easy happiness yon slight. 
Riin your joy, and in 1st Lief your delight. 
Why should poor jmg ( the niiuiick of yonr kind) 
Wear the rough chain, and he to box eonlin'ilp 

While roves iinpiinisli'd the destroyer, man. 
Not bound hy towi, arid nnrestrain'd by shame, 
In sport yon brruk the heart, and rend the fame. 
Wot that Toor heart can be soccessfnl here, 
Th' already plundered need no robber fear : 
Nor sight, in ir charms, nor Batteries can move. 
Too well seenr'd against a second love- 
Once, and hut once, that devil chann'd my mini! : 
Ta reason deaf, to observation blind -, 
1 idly hop'd ( what cannot love persuade! ) 
My fondness equal'd, and my love repay 'il; 
Slow to distrust, and willing to believe. 
Long hush'd niy itoubls. and did mvsclf deceive : 
Hot oli I too sion— thij tale wonld'ever last ; 
Sleep, sleep my wrongs, and le! me think 'cm past. 
For you, who monrn with counterfeited grief, 
And ask sonuldlylikea begging thief, 
Mav soon some oili.r nymph inflict the pain, 
You know so well with eruel art to feiga. 
Tho' longyon sported have iviih Cupid's dart, 
You may see eyes, and you may feel a heart. 
So the brisk vtits, who stop the ev'ning coach. 
Laugh at the fear which follows Ihcir approach : 
With idle mirth and haughty scorn despise 
The passenger's pale cheek, and staring eyea: 
But seii'd by justice, find a fright no jest. 
And all the "terror doubled in their l.res.t. 






AN ELEGY 

ON Mm, THOMPSON. 

IJiroinT (air} by fatal love bet ray 'd i 
Must then ill j heanties thus nniimely fade? 
Auil all thy b I no rain;:, toll, inspiring ebarnia, 
Become a prey lo death's destructive arms? 
Tho' slum thy day, aud transient like the mini 
How far more blest than tboie yet left behind 
a the grave, tot griefs with thee reiuaii 



d life*. I 



is !..!....-.. break it 



nympha. In lawless past! 
Who heedless down tbe paths of pleasure stray, 
Tho' long secure, v.th blissful joy elate, 
Yet pause, and think of Arabella's fate : 
for saeh may be jour unexpected doom, 
And your next slumbers lull yon in the tomb. 
Hut let it be the muse's gentle care 
To shield from raw's rage tbe mould'ring fair : 
T„ draw a veil o'er faults she con'l defend ; 
Aud what prudes have devour'd, leave time 10 end: 
Be it her pari lo drop a pitying lear. 
And mourning sipli a round iby sable bier, 
Nor shall thy woeB long slad lb' ill-nalnr'd crowd. 
Silent to praise, and in detraction loud : 
When scandal, that thro' lite each worth destroys, 
A ad malice thai imliit let! all our joys. 
Shall in some ill-starr'd wretch find later slnini ; 
And let thine reit, forcol as thy remains. 
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In answer to a lady who advised retirement. 



o n little know the heart that you advise ; 
I view this various scene with equal eyes ; 
In crowded courts I iind myself aloi.e, 
And pay my worship to a nobler throne. 
Long since the value of this world 1 know, 
Pity the madness, i.ad despise the show. 
Well as I can my tedious part I hear, 
And wait for my dismission without fear. 
Seldom I mark mankind's detested ways, 
Not hearing censure, nor affecting praise ; 
And, unconccrn'd, my future state .1 trust 
To that sole being, merciful and just. 



ON THE DEATH 
of Mrs. BOWES; 

Written ex-tempore on a card, in a great deal of company. 
(December i4, 17^4.) 

Hail happy bride, for thou art truly blest ! 
Three months of rapture, crown'd with endless rest. 
Merit, like yonrs, was heav'n's peculiar care, 
You lov'd — yet tasted happiness sincere. 
To you the sweets of love were only shewn, 
The sure succeeding bitter dregs unknown ; 
You had not yet the fatal change deplor'd, 
The tender lover, for th' imperious lord ; 
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Nor felt the pain that jealous fondness brings ; 
Nor felt the coldness, from possession springs. 
Above your sex, distinguisa'd in \i>ar fate, 
Ton united — yet expeiienc'd no deceit; 
Soft were yon r hoars, and wing'd with pleasure 
No vain repentance gave a sigh to yon : 
And if superior bliss heav'n can bestow, 
With fellow ingels yon enjoy it now. 



VERSES 
Written in a Garden. 

On bow that pair of billing dores . 

With oiien murmurs own their love* ; 
And heedless of censorious eyes 
Purine their unpolluted joys : 
No fear* of future want molest 
The downy quiet of their nest ; 
Noint'rest ioin'dthe happy pair. 
Securely him in Nature's care, 
While her near dictates they pursue : 
For constancy is nature too. 

Can all the doctrine of onr schools, 

Our maxima, onr religions rules. 
Can learning to onr lives ensure 
Virtue so hr le >t, or Llis* so pure? 
The great Creator's happy ends, 
Virtue and pleasn-e ever blends : 
In Tain the church and court have tri 
Th' united essence to divide ; 
Alike they find their wild mistake, 
The pedant priest, and giddy rake. 
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A HYMN TO THE MOON, 

Written, in July, in an arbor. 

>i o u, silver deity of secret night, 
Direct my footsteps thro* the woodland shade ; 
Thou conscious witness of unknown delight, 
The lover's guardian, and the muse's aid J 
By thy pale beams I solitary rove, 

To thee my tender grief confide ; 
Serenely sweet yon gild the silent grove, 

My friend, my goddess, and my guide. 
E'en thee, fair queen, from thy amazing height, 

The charms of young Endymion drew ; 
Veil'd with the mantle of concealing night ; 
With all thy greatness, and thy coldness too. 



EPILOGUE (i) 

TO MiRT, QUEEN OF SCOTS; 

Designed to be spoken by Mrs. Oldfield. 

YY hit could luxurious woman wish for more, 
To fix her joys, or to extend her pow>? 
Their ev'ry wish was in this Mary seen ; 
Gay, witty, youthful, beauteous, and a queen. 
Vain useless blessings with ill conduct join'd .' 

(i ) This epilogue was intended for a play on the story 
of Mary, queen of Scots, which the duke of Wharton 

26 
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Li-htas 



ic air. and fleeting x 



Reality, what poor 

Queen Reas bail wisdom. 
Ho« few espons'd a wretched branty's cause .' 
Learn thence, ye fair, more solid charms 10 prize. 
Contemn the idle flatt'rers of yonreyea. 
The brightest object shines but while *t;i new : 
That influence lessen* by familiar view. 
Monarch! and liraoties rale with equal swiy : 
A.1I strive to serve, and i>lnry to obey i - 
KSk* urrpitied, when depos'd, they grow — 
Men mock the ijo! oltheir former vow. 

Two great eiain pies have bei-n shewn to-day. 
To what sure roin passion does betray ; 
What long repentance to short joys ii due; 
When reason rules, what glorv does ensue 1 

If you will love, love like Eliza then; 
Love for amaseuieut,like those traitors, meu, 
Think that the pastime of a ieii ore hour 
She favoar'd oft— but never shar'd herpow'r. 

The traveller by depart wolves pursu'd. 
If hy his art the savage foe's subdu'd, 
I'he world will still the noble act applaud, 
Tho" victory was gaiii'd by needfal fraud. 

Such is, my tender sex, our helpless case, 
And snidi the baib'rons heart, hid by thebeggingfi 






I'd flv with more impati 
lliiiri tlie poor Israelite 
When life was the rewa 



lished. No part of the pla 



i-atpolc's Catalogue, vol.H, p. 1 34. 
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B. 

> { 

it sell, j 



By passion fir'd, and not withheld by shame, 
They cruel hunters are ; we, trembling game. 
Trust me, dear ladies, ( for I know 'em well ) 
They barn to triumph, and they sigh to tell 
Cruel to them who yield, cullies to them that 
Believe rae, 'tis by far the wiser course, 
Superior art should meet superior force; 
Hear, but be faithful to your interest still : 
Secure your hearts — then fool with whom you will. 



A BALLAD. 

To the tune of The Irish Howl. 

I. 

o that dear nymph, whose pow'rful name 
Does ev'ry throbbing nerve inflame, 
( As the soft sound I low repeat, 
My pulse unequal measures beat ) 
Whose eyes I never more shall see, 
That once so sweetly shin'd on thee ; 
Go, gentle wind ! and kindly bear 
My tender wishes to the fair. 

Hoh,ho,ho,etc. 

II. 

Amidst her pleasures let her know 
The secret anguish of my woe, 
The midnight «ang, the jealous hell, 
Does in this tortar'd bosom dwell : 
While laughing she, and full of play, 
Is with her young companions gay ; 



Or hearing in some fragrant hot 



Lc.it and forgotten may I be I 
Oh! ma j do pitying thought of: 
Disturb the joy thai she may find . 
When love is crown'd, and fortune kind I 
May that biiss'd swain (whom yet I hate ) 
Be proud ofhis dislingoisli'd fate ! 
Each happv nigbl be like the tint ; 
And he be'blestM, as I in rnrs'd ! 

Hoh,ho,bo,elo. 

IT. 

While in these pathless woods I ttiay, 
And lose my solitary way -, 
Talk to the stars, to trees complain, 
And tell the .senseless woods my pain : 
Rut madness spared tbe sacred name. 
Nor dares the hidden wound proclaim ; 
Which secret rankling. Jure and slow. 
Shall close in endless peace my woe. 
Hoh, ho, bo, etc. 



When this fond heart shall ake no more 

And all the ills of life are o'er; 

f II gods by lovers" pray 'rs are mov'd. 

Instead of bright Eljsian joys. 

That unknown something in the skias. 
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In recompense of all my pain, 
The only heav'n I would obtain : 
May I, the guardian of her charms, 
Preserve that paradise from harms. 

Hoh , ho, ho, etc. 



THE LOVER. 

A BALLAD 

To Mr. C . 

I. 

A. t length, by so ranch importunity pressed, 

Take, C — , at once the inside of my breast. 

This stupid indiff'rence so often yon blame, 

Is not owing to nature, to fear, or to shame. 

I am not as cold as a virgin in lead, 

Nor is snnday's sermon so strong in my head : 

I know but too well how time flies along, 

That we live but few years, and yet fewer av ^ young. 

IL 

But I hate to be cheated, and never will buy 
Long years of repentance for moments of joy. 
Oh .' was there a man ( but where shall 1 find 
Good sense and good nature so equally join'd P ) 
"Would value his pleasure, contribute to mine ; 
Not meanly would boast, nor lewdly design, 
Not over severe, yet not stupidly vain ; 
For I would have the power, tho' not give the pain. 



aft 
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III. 

No pedant, yet learned; no rake-helly gay, 
Or laughing, because he has nothing to say ♦ 
To alJ my whole sex obliging and iree, 
Yet never be fond of any bnt me ; 
In pnhlick preserve the decorum that's just, 
And shew in his eyes he is true to his trust ; 
Then rarely approach, and respectfully bow, 
Bnt not fnlsomely pert, nor foppishly low. 

IV. 

But when the long honrs of publick are past, 
And we meet with champagne and a chicken at last, 
May every fond pleasure that moment endear ; 
Be banish'd afar both discretion and fear ! 
Forgetting or scorning the airs of the crowd. 
Ue may cease to be formal, and i to be proud, 
'Till lost in the joy, we confess that we live, 
And he may be rude, and yet I may forgive. 

V. 

And that my delight may be solidly fix'd, 
Let the friend and the lover be handsomely mix'd, 
In whose tender bosom my soul may confide, 
Whose kindness can sooth me, whose counsel can 

guide. 
Krora such a dear lover as here I describe, 
No danger shonl«I fright me, no millions should bribe 
But till this astonishing creature I know, 
As I long have liv'd chaste, I will keep myself so. 
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VI. 

I never will store with the wanton coquet, 

Or be caught by a vain affectation of wit. 

The toasters and songsters may try all their ait. 

But never shall enter the pa>s of my heart. 

I loath the lewd rake, the dress'd fopling despise : 

Before such pursuers the nice virgin flies : 

And, as Ovid has sweetly in parable told, 

We harden like trees, and like rivers grow -cold. 



THE LADY'S RESOLVE. 

Written ex-lempore on a window. 

Whilst thirst of praise, and vain desire of fame, 
In ev'ry age, is ev'ry woman's aim : 
With courtship pleas'd, of silly toasters proud, 
Fond of a train, and happy in a crowd; 
On each poor fool bestowing some kind glance, 
Each conquest owing to some loose advance ; 
While vain coquets affect to be pursu'd, 
And think they're virtuous, if not grossly lewd ; 
Let this great maxim be my virtue's guide : J 

In part she is to blame that has been tiied — r 

He comes too near that comes to be denied. j 



THE GENTLEMAN'S ANSWER, 

VV hilst pretty fellows think a woman's famr 
In ev'ry state and ev'ry age the same ; 
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With their own lolly pleas'd, the fair they toasl, 
An J when (bey least are happy ,<vvrar they're mo* 
No difference makini; '[will cuijin-l and prude; 
Ami her thai «eitu. yet is not really Lwd ; 
While thns Ihey think, and thus they va inly live. 
And tRste no joys hut "lint their fancy pivej 
Let tills great maxim be my action's guide : 
May t ne'er hope, thongh I am ne'er denied; 
Nor think a woman won, that's willing 10 be tried. 



A MAN IN LOVE. 



1 ne man who feels the dear disease, 
Forgets himself, neglects to please ; 
The arowd avoids, and seeks the groves. 
And mudi be think* when much he lovei 
Press' (I with alternate hope and fear. 
Sighs in her absence .sigbs when she is ne 
The gay, the fond, tie fa-r, the young, 
Those trifles pass utiseeii along ; 
To him a perl, insipid tiirong. 
Hat most be shuus the vain coqnet; 
Contemns ber false affcted wit. 
The minstrel's sound, the Sowing bowl 
Oppress and hurt Ibe atrj'rons sonJ. 
'1'is solitude alone can please. 
And givi: some intervals of ease. 
Hs feeds tbe soft distemper there, 
And fondly courts the distant fair ; 
To balls the silent shades prefers, 
And bales all other charms bn i hers. 
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When thus yonr absent swain can do, 
Molly, yon can believe him true. 



A RECEIPT 

TO CURE THE VAPOURS. 

"Written to Lady J — n. 
I. 

VV bt will Delia thus retire, 
And idly languish life away P 

While the sighing crowd admire, 
*Tis too soon for hartshorn tea. 

II. 

All those dismal looks and fretting 
Cannot Damon's life restore : 

Long affo the worms have eat him, 
Ton can never see him more. 

III. 

Once again consult your toilette, 
In the glass yonr face review : 

So much weeping soon will spoil it. 
And no spring yonr charms renew. 

IV. 

I, like yon, was born a woman* 
Well I know what vapours mean ; 



3io POEMS 

The disease, alas ! is common ; 
Single, we have all the spleen. 

V. 

All the morals that they tell us . 

Never cur'd the sorrow yet : 
Chute, among the pretty fellows, 

One of honour, youth . and wit. 

VI. 

Prithee, hear him ev'ry morning, 
At tke least an hour or two ; 

Once again at night returning — 
I believe the dose will do. 



THE FIFTH ODE OF HORACE 

IMITATED. 

Jf or whom are now your airs put on, 
And what new beauty's doom'd to be undonr ? 
That careless elegance of dress, 
This essence that perfumes the wind, 
Your very motion does confess 
Some secret conquest is design'd. 
. Alas ! the poor unhappy maid, 
To what a train of ills betray'd ! 
What fears, what pangs shall rend her breast ! 
How will her eyes dissolve in tears I 
That now with glowing joy is bless'd, 
Charm'd with the faithless vows she hears. 



i 



• BY LADY MONTAGUE. 

So the young «ailor on the summer sea, 
Gaily pursues his destin'd way : 

Fearless and careless on the deck he stands 

Till sudden storms arise and thunders roll. 

In vain he casts his eyes to distant lands ; 

Distracting terror tears his tim'rous soul. 

For me, secure I view the raging main ; 

Past are my dangers, and forgot my pain : 

My votive tablet in the temple shews 
The monument of folly past; 

I paid the bounteous god my grateful vows, 

Who snatch' d from ruin, sav'd me at the last. 



FAREWELL TO BATH. 

1 o »J1 yon ladies now at Bath, 
And eke, ye beans, to yon, 

With aching heart, and wat'ry eyes, 
I bid my last adieu. 

Farewell, ye nymphs, who waters sip 
Hot reeking from the pumps, 

While mnsick lends her friendly aid, 
To cheer you from the dumps. 

Farewell, ye nymphs, who prating stand, 

And criticise the fair ; 
Yourselves the j oke of men of sense, 

Who hate a coxcomb's air. 

Farewell to Deard's, and all her toys, 
Which glitter in her shop, 

Deluding traps to girls and boys, 
The warehouse of the fop. 




a ihi spacinos liall, 
i C steps, and sprightly u 
e led op man; a ball. 

Where F-Mnerville of courteous mien, 
Was partner in Ihe dance, 

With swimming Haws, and Rrownlow 
And Britten pink 0/ France. 

Poor Naab, farewell J may fortune smiL 
Thy drooping soul revive ! 

My hear! it full, I can no more- 
John, bid ihe coachman drive. 



w„, 



Occasioned by her ri 






1, Clio, pond' ring o'er thy lines I mil. 
Dwell 00 each thought, and meditate illy soul, 
Mcthinks I view thee, in sonie calm reireat, 
! ; ar from all guilt, diitraclion, and deceit ; 
Thence pitying view, the i)iouglitle*> fair and gay, 
Who whirl their livea in giddiness away. 
Thence greatly scorning what the world calls ( 
Contemn the proud, tbeir tumuli*, pon'r,ani 
And deem it ibenee inglorious to descend 
For ought below, but virtue and a friend. 
How corn's! thlm fram'u so diffrmt fiom thy aea. 
Whom trifles ravish, and whom Irinea ten? 
Capricious things, all flatter, whim and show, 
And light and varying a* the winds that hlow. 
To candour, aense, to love, to friends Lip blind, 



BY LADS MONTAGUE. 3iJ 

To flaU'rtra fools, and coiconibs only kind! 
S;jy whence tliose hints, i hose bright ideas tump. 
That warm (by breast with frit jdship's holy tlnmc ? 
That close thy heart against the joys of youth. 
And ope thy mind to all the rays of truth. 
That with such sweeluess and such grace unite, 
The gay, the prudent, virtoous, aud polite. 

May heav'n vouchsafe a friendship worthy thine ; 
A friendship plac'd where ease and fragrance reign, 
Where nature sways us, and no laws restrain. 
Where studious leisare, prospects unconfm'd, 
And henv'nly mnsiog lifts tli' aspiring mind. 
There with thy friend, may years on years be spent. 
In blooming health, aud ever gay content ; 
There bleud your cares with soft assussive arts. 
There sooth the passions , there nufold your hearts ; 
Join in each wish, and Harming into love, 
Approach the raptures of the bleat above. 



A CAVEAT TO THE FAIR SEX. 

W„.»H .,„„,„. ,-.„.„ 
H ut only differ in the name ; 
['or when that fatal knot is tied, 
Which nothing, nothing can divide ; 
When she the word at*? his said, 
And man by law supreme is made, 
Then all that's kind is laid aside, 
And nothing left but state and pride : 
Fierce as an Eastern prince he grows, 
And all his innate rigonr shows ; 
Then but to look, to lanph, to speak, 
Will the nuptial contract break. 






P. 40, /. 8. 

P. 41,/. 3. ; 

being usually « 



1 Gern 



post pointer: painters who 
mployed io paint, repreaent 
intend, that [hey are oblige 



Ibid. I. »6. Sig 
on I be signs they art 
■o ill the animal the' 
to write the name tub 

P. 48, /. 16. Yonog prince : Frederick, father o! 
the present king of England. He mi born in 1708, 
and died in j-jSl. 

P. So, I. 37. Mrs. Salmon: the null fa mo 111 
artist at that lime for making figures in wax, bnt all 
ao like to each other, that the dress alone distingoiOi- 
td the king from the queen, etc. 

P. Go, /. a. Moneses: a character in Rowe'a 
tragedy, called Tamerlane. 

P. 74, /. S, Roman hand: the common cliarac- 

ter nsed. in printing. Perhaps, however, lady-M 

means round hand, tjettre butarde)i\\e usual form 
of the letters in writing. 

P- 7g, /. 3. Riding-dress : Amazone. 

lb. I, 1 5. Gniuiel: in this and in some other 
places, the turkish words are printed according to the 
corrections made by a i;ent]cman perfectly acquainted 
with that toogne. 

P. 80,/. 0. Jervaa: an eminent portrait-pain- 
ter, celebrated by Pope. 

P. 8a, /. 1. Greek-street: a street in London, 
ehiedy inhabited by the French proteslanta, who 
took refuge in that town after the revocation of tha 
•dirt of Nantes. 

Ibid. 1. i5. Mi'libtus: ■« Virgil, eol. >. 



NOTHS. »., 

P. 81, I. Si. Mr. Wlii.t™ an Bin>L«h divine 
who rendered himself remarks!. !e bj some partiou- 

P. 97. /. i. Indian bouses; ibopi opened al 
■hat lime chiefly for [lie sale of merclianJite impor- 
red from the bast-Indies, and were probably found 
convenient for the meetings of lovers. 

P. t|0, i. ao. Boughs, veins: a rhyme frequently 
adopted by young writers of pastoral poems. 

P. io3,7. a. Broad Torksh.re and Somersetshire : 
■be provincial accent of persons bred in thoar 

Ibid. I. 3. Drawing. room I in ilii> and othn 
parts of these letters, the drawing- room means th'- 
roum in which the king receives his courtiers; rqni 
valent to what w.u formerly called lever. 

P, til, I. ao. Bladder and string: a vulgar in. 
(roineni formed by a siring strrtcbed along a broom 
.tick, to which a bladder serves at a bridge, like ttw 
chcvalet d'ltn -violon. Marrow bones ; 3d cleavers, 
a rough musick played by butchers, by striking r 
bone against the blade of their cleaver. 

Ibid. I. 14. Mrs. Kobinson: a famona singei 
at the opera, married afterward* to the earl of Vr 

P. tfio, /. ao. May I die, anil all my yeara 
yours : the same thought ia bappily expr 
the Follawiu:; distich : 

Immatura perilled tu, feUcior, annoi 



,., 


NOTES. 


P. 164, /. 16. 


Chelsea: a small village, on th* 


bunks of the Th 


auiea, not far from London ; and 


indeed may now 


•a almost considered U part of that 






P. iG 7 ,/. .r, 


Paul's church: the cathedral of 


London, dedicated to St. Paul. 


P. i»l,/..,. 


New Exchange : this building was 


polled down about axty years ago. 


p. ,,..;.■«. 


To give an estate, etc. Man; rich 


Englishmen, for 


want of any known heir of their 




e left Ibeir eatales to strangers, on 


condition of their adopting tin WMie of ilie tesiaior. 


P.nt^l.tS. 


Mrs. O — d ; Oldiield : at that time 


a very celebrated actress. 


J, Mft, t. 6. 


tjl5... 1716... From the ut of 


January lo the 


5th of march, the date) of the old 


and uew yeae v 


ere (tenerally used ; the year, sc- 


cording to the 


old style, beginning on the 3.11)1 


of march. 




P. aa3, I. al 


. Chalk and charcoal: tbere is » 


disorder incidec 


t to young periona, which gives 


iheto a depravei 


appetite for chalk, etc. 


P.**5,t.*-3 


Oclober, port, claret: beer brewed 


in October, Porn 


gal wine, and Roni'deaux wine. 


P. a 33,/. ag 


A— n... T— 1... Addison and Tic- 


kel, whohada 
lion to Pope. 
P. a3o,.'.3!«. 


eiign to translate Homer in opposi- 


Kaphael's cartoon? : seven of thoar 




were then at the king's palace, at 






p: >to, /. *• 


Wicked wasp at Twickenham : 


Pope, who live< 


in that village, and with whom liie 


writer of these 


elters hud then quarrelled. See her 


poems, at the end of this volume 


P. a6 7 , /. 6. 
P'B'3'7- 


Drawing-room: sec uola, line i3, 



' NOTES. 3i 9 

P. 370, /. 6. Lion: Italian operas, on their first 
introdnction on the theatre of London, consisted 
very much in pantomime, in which wild beasts and 
birds were represented, and were necessary to the 
conduct of the piece. The novelty of soch scenes at- 
tracted many people. The lion to which the poetess 
alludes is the subject of the paper, n°. i3, in the 
Spectator. 

P. a 7 5, /. a 3. Many ladles of fashion, at the 
time when these letters were written, had French 
waiting women, who were all called Mademoiselle* 

JP. 376, /. a. Bassette : a game at cards, then 
much in vogue. Alpieu, Septleva, etc. were terms 
used in that game. 

P. 377, /. 17. Equipage: a small case of instru- 
ments, called in French necessaire, made by Ma- 
thers, a famous toyman. 

Ibid. /. a8. Corticelli: a famous toyman. 

P. a 7 8, /. 19. Cosinsra famous stay-maker. 

P. 379, /. 14. Mechlin cravat : a cravat trimmed 
with lace, made in that country. 

Ibid. /. a 3. Groom-porter's: le premier por- 
tier de la cour, who, at that time, kept a licensed 
gaming-table. 

Ibid, /. a4> Marybone: a little village in the 
suburbs of London, where men of quality amused 
themselves at bowls and other games. 

P. a 80, /. 11. Knocker: almost all the doors in 
London, that open to the street, have knockers 
( marteaux ), instead of bells. The footmen pride 
themselves on their agility in knocking to announce 
the arrival of a visitor. 

P. a8a, /. 17. Ha vry keeps her box: those who 
retain places in the boxes at the playhouses send a 
servant, at the opening of the doors, to keep the 
places allotted for them. 



5ao NOTES. 

P, &83, /. ii. Lilly : a famous perfumer ; Mot- 
teox: a dealer in Indian goods. 

P. a 8 7, /. 14. Timon: the duke of Chandois. 

Ibid. L 16. Canons: a magnificent country- 
house built by the duke of Chandois, about three 
leagues from London, and totally destroyed a few 
years after his death, and the park let to different 
farmers. 

' P. 3oo, /. 9. Hartshorn, esprit de come de 
cerf: some drops ot which were taken with tea, 
and considered as a preventive of the vapours. 

JP. 3 1 1 , /. a6. Deard : wifaof an eminent toyman 
at Bath. 

P, 3 1 a, /. i. Lindsay and Hayes: proprietors 
of the ball-rooms. 

Ibid. /. 9. Nash: master of the ceremonies at 
balls, concerts, etc., in which office he had such au- 
thority that he was not only regarded as arbiter clt- 
gantice, but as legislator for the police of Bath. 

S. Bjmwiif. 
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